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Sunday, August 23rd, 2020 — 12th Sunday after Pentecost 
  

Exodus 1:8-2:10; Psalm 124;  
Romans 12:1-8; Matthew 16:13-20 

Dear Friends, 
One of the challenges of being a parent is in explaining about fairness.  This is 
especially true if there are two or more children in the household.  Inevitably, one 
child will point out how the other sibling(s) is getting preferential treatment from 
Mom and/or Dad.  It may be that one child feels that another is getting better 
birthday gifts; or has fewer responsibilities; or easier tasks; or more attention; or 
whatever!   

As hard as one might try, fairness can seem to be quite elusive.  Of course this is 
not a challenge unique to the homeplace.  Work environments can be particularly 
difficult places to find fairness.  Who works the hardest; who is the most creative; 
who brings in the most business; and more, are open to interpretation and hurt 
feelings. 

As our children got older, we were able to explain that while we live in a world that 
is not always fair; we should always be people who seek to be fair to others.  In this 
way we are participating in trying make the world a better place.  

The Apostle Paul gives us another way of looking at what we do in life and how fair 
or not fair things may be.  He points out that God gives us what he calls differing 
‘gifts’.  Each of these come to us from the Holy Spirit and are helpful in supporting 
people in their faith journey.  As Paul explains it: We have gifts that differ according 
to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; 
the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the 
leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.   

Just by our own observation we can see that Paul’s list is not exhaustive.  Gifts are 
received of a wide variety in the face of need or potential for doing good.  When 
our gifts become known to us, we can find ourselves more and more inclined to 
use them as we go about life doing Christ’s work. 
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One of the neat things is that we seldom hear anyone complaining that they are 
having to work harder for Christ, than other people.  Rather, the opposite is often 
the case.  People working to support other people in their faith seem happier as 
they put this part of their faith into action.   

Now it must be said that there are people in situations where they feel they cannot 
apply any gifts in their daily lives. They may be suffering sickness, or be isolated, or 
be affected in other ways. There are times when these people are on the receiving 
end of the application of these gifts from the people who become active in their 
lives.  Even then, we are blessed to bless others with the gift of prayer.  Through 
prayer, the power of God works through us, offering a kind of strength we might not 
otherwise see. 

Love can powerfully make a big difference in the use of our gifts, including our 
talents and skills.  For if we use what we have been given to make a difference in 
this world, we will mainly concentrate on what has to be done.  At the same time 
we are not likely to compare the level of fairness of our work to others.  Instead, we 
find joy in our work — and that can truly be priceless.  Love makes all the 
difference! 

God’s blessing be upon you and all those you love. 

——————————————————————————- 

CDMC PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE 

Parish Council met on Wednesday, August 12th, to discuss the possibility of re-
opening.  The first service would have been on Sunday, September 13th.  Parish 
Council has decided to defer our possibility of opening until sometime in October.  
This will give us time to gather more information.  We will meet again on 
September 16th, to further discuss.  We hope to have a decision for you then.  
Your safety and well-being is our main concern.  
Stay safe, Parish Council 

Any questions please contact: 
Sheree Lynn Hayter 519-245-7490 or John Hayter 519-332-1926 

——————————————————————————- 



Morning Prayer services officiated by Lay Reader, Ginny Schleihauf are offered 
monthly for the people of CDMC.  Ginny does a wonderful job of officiating. 

Here’s the link: https://youtu.be/QCpCTGJxkKc     

Our sincere thanks go to Ginny for officiating; The Rev’d Raymond Hodgson and 
Nicole Grieve for technical support; The Rev’d Greg Jenkins and the people of      
St. Alban’s for the Wednesday evening and Sunday services.  We would appreciate 
your feedback on the online worship services offered through Canon Davis 
Memorial Church.  

You are invited to go each Sunday and/or Wednesday to the link:  
 tinyurl.com/StAlbans-CDMC 

That is the link to St. Alban’s Anglican Church in Burnaby B.C.  Follow the 
instructions.  You will find links to the Rev’d Greg Jenkins officiating at an Anglican 
church service with a children’s focus, church music, readings, prayers and a 
sermon.   

If you are also interested in joining their weekly Bible Study, contact Rev. Greg at 
revgregjenkins@gmail.com    He will be more than happy to be in touch about 
joining in with their group by ZOOM.  I hope you will find these services help to 
deepen your faith. 

——————————————————————————- 

We are joining with many parishes in our deanery in providing telephone support 
to our members and friends.  This support is designed to keep us up to date, while 
not requiring a computer. The CDMC Pastoral Letter will be read this week through 
our phone ministry 
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Allow for a slight pause after you press each requested number on your phone dial.   


