
Remembrance Sunday, November 8th, 2015 — Ruth 3:1-5, 4:13-17; PSALM 127; 
    Hebrews 9:24-28; Mark 2:38-44

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF RUTH
Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, “My daughter, I need to seek some 
security for you, so that it may be well with you. Now here is our kinsman 
Boaz, with whose young women you have been working.  See, he is 
winnowing barley tonight at the threshing floor.  Now wash and anoint 
yourself, and put on your best clothes and go down to the threshing floor; but 
do not make yourself known to the man until he has finished eating and 
drinking.  When he lies down, observe the place where he lies; then, go and 

uncover his feet and lie down; and he will tell you what to do.”  She said to her, “All that you tell 
me I will do.”  So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. When they came together, the Lord 
made her conceive, and she bore a son.  Then the women said to Naomi, “Blessed be the Lord, 
who has not left you this day without next-of-kin; and may his name be renowned in Israel!  He 
shall be to you a restorer of life and a nourisher of your old age; for your daughter-in-law who 
loves you, who is more to you than seven sons, has borne him.”  Then Naomi took the child and 
laid him in her bosom, and became his nurse.  The women of the neighbourhood gave him a 
name, saying, “A son has been born to Naomi.”  They named him Obed; he became the father 
of Jesse, the father of David.

RUTH 3:1-5, 4:13-17

Psalm 127
1  Unless the Lord builds the house, * their labour is in vain  who build it.
2  Unless the Lord watches over the city, * in vain the  watchman keeps his vigil.
3  It is in vain that you rise so early and go to bed so late; * vain, too, to eat the bread of toil, 
 for he gives to his beloved sleep.
4  Children are a heritage from the Lord, * and the fruit of the womb is a gift.
5  Like arrows in the hand of a warrior * are the children of  one’s youth.
6  Happy is the man who has his quiver full of them! * he shall not be put to shame when he 
 contends with his enemies in the gate.

Gracious Father, watch over the Church, built on the foundation of your love.  Help 
us so to live and proclaim the gospel that many may find life in your Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord.   

A READING FROM THE LETTER TO THE HEBREWS
For Christ did not enter a sanctuary made by human hands, a mere copy of the true one, but he 
entered into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf.  Nor was it to 
offer himself again and again, as the high priest enters the Holy Place year after year with blood 
that is not his own; for then he would have had to suffer again and again since the foundation of 
the world.  But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the age to remove sin by the 
sacrifice of himself.  And just as it is appointed for mortals to die once, and after that the 
judgement, so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second 
time, not to deal with sin, but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.

HEBREWS 9:24-28



The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ According to Mark
As Jesus taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and to 
be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, and to have the best seats in the synagogues and 
places of honour at banquets!  They devour widows’ houses and for the sake of appearance say 
long prayers.  They will receive the greater condemnation.”  He sat down opposite the treasury, 
and watched the crowd putting money into the treasury.  Many rich people put in large sums.  A 
poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which are worth a penny.  Then he called 
his disciples and said to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those 
who are contributing to the treasury.  For all of them have contributed out of their abundance; 
but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.”

MARK 12:38-44

______________________________________________________

Unless the Lord watches over the city, in vain the watchman keeps his vigil.

I can hear his voice even now.  Our homiletics professor at Huron College had much to say 
about the Psalms.  We read them in almost every worship service.  People buy books about 
them.  We all seem to have our favourites.

So what did our professor say about them?  He said, You can preach on the Gospel.  You can 
preach on the Old Testament reading.  You can preach about the Epistle.  You can even bravely 
preach from the Apocrypha.  But you would be very wise to never try to preach from a Psalm!

Psalms are structured differently and speak to our feelings in ways that do not easily lend 
themselves to preaching.  So it is best to avoid them, he advised us.  And I have pretty much 
followed my professor’s advice in my sermons.

But today?  Well, let’s just say that today — this Remembrance Sunday — is an exception that 
pretty much will prove the rule.  There are many words that seem to go with Remembrance 
Sunday.  Words like: peace; war; sacrifice; protection of our ways of faith, truth and democracy; 
dedication; and cautions to never ever forget.

As a little boy during WWII and the Korean Conflict, I remember some people pointing out that 
while we prayed to God for victory, so were many of those who were opposing us.  They 
wondered how God was to choose what actions to take — to whom did God listen most 
closely?  Not everyone could be a winner.  Although it was acknowledged that in all too many 
wars, everyone ends up being a loser.  The thinking was much like that of people sitting in the 
stands of a baseball game — each praying for their own team to win.

We can fully understand our own feelings.  We love our nation  We love the people of our 
communities.  We love our way of life and believe that it is based on Godly principles.  We love 
those who are so committed to our ways that they risk their lives for us.  Yes, we do pray to God 
for a positive outcome from any of the conflicts we find ourselves facing — and rightly so.

Our military folk are important to us — important in a number of ways.  Yes, they are to defend 
our country, our peoples and all that we hold to be dear, including our freedom to worship as 
we believe to be right.  The military are also there in times of major crises, like natural disasters, 
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here and around the world.  And in a manner of speaking, they are our “watchmen” or in today’s 
way of speaking, the “watchers” for Canada.  We depend on them to keep their eyes and ears 
ever open to any and every potential threat.

And that is where I think our Psalm comes in.  Remember the psalmist’s warning: Unless the 
Lord watches over the city, in vain the watchman keeps his vigil.  We have been and are a 
blessed people.  There is no doubt in my mind about God watching over God’s people.  God has 
and continues to watch over the people of Canada!

But there is still that warning in the psalmist’s writings.  I don’t think it revolves around so much 
a fear of God running off somewhere else, only to ignore our needs.  I think it lies closer to a 
call for us to ever be concerned about the nation in our care.  This applies to all nations, not just 
Canada.

We are called to be a people who reflect the love that is of God.  What does that mean?   
Nations have personalities.  Sometimes we brand them as evil, bad, good or truly impressive.  As 
history progresses we can observe nations on the rise and on the decline in how much they 
value and serve people.  We see countries rise and/or fall in their spirits of mutual love and 
respect — or lack thereof.  Sadly, a spirit of meanness can be seen to infect societies from time 
to time.

So it is that we can rightly be asking: what are our values and how do we act toward one 
another and toward the world?   When our military folk return from from their deployments, 
looking after our well-being, what are they to find?  We constantly need to ask the question as 
individuals and as a society, “What are we becoming?”  How many Canadians are even still 
asking for God to watch over us?  Asking God to watch over us is not to impose the details of 
any specific faith tradition on society.  It is far bigger and more valuable than this.  It means 
having a concern for all folk and doing what can be done to make Canada a place where 
anyone knows that we are a loving/compassionate society!

I believe Canada to be such a society.  I also believe that we are ever called upon to be vigilant 
about how we regard all aspects of society and the challenges they and we may be facing at any 
particular time.  This is not easy.  We will not always be as we might hope.  But as we move 
forward, keeping in mind how our God dwells within each and every one of us, we can 
continue to work for the betterment of all society.  And in that quest we are therefore not 
working alone.  And in that quest we will be sending out a powerful message about the God 
whom we worship and follow.  

Praise be to our indwelling God.

3


