
2ND  SUNDAY IN LENT
February 25th, 2018
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16; 
Psalm 22:22-30;
Romans 4:13-25; Mark 8:31-38

1ST READING

A Reading from the Book of Genesis 
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to him, "I am 
God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless.  And I will make my covenant between me 
and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous."  Then Abram fell on his face; and God said 
to him, "As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of 
nations.  No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have 
made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations.  I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will 
make nations of you, and kings shall come from you.  I will establish my covenant between me 
and you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, 
to be God to you and to your offspring after you.  As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her 
Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name.  I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her.  I 
will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her." 

GENESIS 17:1-7, 15-16

PSALM 22:22-31          P. 355 BCP 

22  I WILL declare thy Name unto my brethren; / in the midst  of the congregation will I praise 
 thee.
23  O praise the LORD, ye that fear him: / magnify him, all ye of the seed of Jacob, and stand 
 in awe of him, all ye seed of Israel.
24  For he hath not despised nor abhorred the low estate of the poor; / he hath not hid his 
 face from him; but when he called unto him he heard him.
25  Of thee cometh my praise in the great congregation; / my  vows will I perform in the sight 
 of them that fear him.
26  The poor shall eat and be satisfied; they that seek after the LORD shall praise him; / may 
 your heart live for ever.
27  ALL the ends of the world shall remember, and be turned  unto the LORD;/ and all the 
 kindreds of the nations shall worship before him.
28  For the kingdom is the LORD’S, / and he is the Governor among the nations.
29  Surely to him shall all the proud of the earth bow down; / and before him shall kneel all 
 that go down into the dust, and he that cannot keep his soul alive.
30  Their posterity shall serve him; / it shall be told of the Lord unto a generation yet to come.
31  And men shall declare his righteousness / unto a people that shall be born, that he hath 
 done it. 



2ND READING

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the  Romans 
The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants 
through the law but through the righteousness of faith.  If it is the adherents of the law who are 
to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void.  For the law brings wrath; but where there is 
no law, neither is there violation.  For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise 
may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law 
but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, 
"I have made you the father of many nations") in the presence of the God in whom he believed, 
who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.  Hoping against 
hope, he believed that he would become "the father of many nations," according to what was 
said, "So numerous shall your descendants be."  He did not weaken in faith when he considered 
his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or 
when he considered the barrenness of Sarah's womb.  No distrust made him waver concerning 
the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, being fully 
convinced that God was able to do what he had promised.  Therefore his faith "was reckoned to 
him as righteousness." Now the words, "it was reckoned to him," were written not for his sake 
alone, but for ours also.  It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord 
from the dead, who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our 
justification.

ROMANS 4:13-25

GOSPEL READING
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to  Mark
Jesus began to teach his disciples that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise 
again.  He said all this quite openly.  And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.  But 
turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, "Get behind me, Satan!  For you 
are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things."  He called the crowd with his 
disciples, and said to them, "If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and 
take up their cross and follow me.  For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those 
who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it.  For what will it profit 
them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life?  Indeed, what can they give in return for their 
life?  Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of 
them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the 
holy angels." 

MARK 8:31-38

___________________________________________________________________________________

For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life?

I have a book at home which has among other things a listing of words in the Bible that have 
changed in meaning over the past several centuries.  People who read the Bible holding its 
interpretation to every word in modern or even centuries old English may sometimes be doing 
themselves a bit of a disservice.
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Here are a few examples:
box — jar;     branch — song;    curse — devoted thing; 
defense — gold;    estate — counsel;    fast — close;
prevent — meet;    spoiling — bereaving;   told — counted;
turtle — turtle dove;  vengeance — justice;   worship — honour

In seminary, a discussion arose among the students and our Old Testament professor about the 
word ‘earth’.  At issue was the story of the flood and what was the old understanding of the area 
to be flooded.  Most of us today would think of our planet as a globe orbiting in space.  But 
consider how the early Hebrew people saw the earth.  They saw it as a flat strip of land 
supported on pillars with mountains and water around the edges.  They had no concept of the 
earth like we have today.

One of the things that becomes apparent in today’s readings is that the earth was not forcibly 
taken by people as a right!  Likewise it is not something for which people are to fight.  The earth, 
and all that goes with it, is something that is of God.  More than that, it is in fact a gift of God for 
humanity.

Now my mother was always strong on her notion of how a gift is to be perceived.  She was 
quick to say that a gift, once given, was solely to be the property of the recipient.  And usually 
that works.  Sometimes someone may wish to have a gift returned.  If the gift is seen to be 
mistreated, the giver indeed may wish to be able to rescue it back again.

Enter God’s gift of the earth to humanity.  Right now, better care is required than is being given 
to our earth.  Yet, there are those who wish to have all of it for themselves.  There are also those 
who wish they could define a part of the earth and claim that as their own.  Passions can run so 
high as to lead to wars and other conflicts in order to claim control.  As these efforts intensify on 
some fronts, other people are so fed up that they are thinking of escaping all of this by going an 
a journey to Mars in search of a nice home in a quiet neighbourhood, I guess.  But human 
nature, being as it can be at times, will likely lead to similar efforts at possession and control of 
Mars and its new settlers.

What is missing in these scenarios is an understanding of how things work with God and God’s 
order of things.  Some people speak of God’s love.  Others don’t see any evidence of it.  Others 
think it is a non-issue.

When one considers the immensity of the earth; the life it supports; the human life being 
supported and the allowance for life drama — the earth all of a sudden becomes a most 
amazing place.  And to think of the millions of years that our earth has been spinning around the 
sun — we cannot even begin to comprehend it all.  This gift is indeed an expression of unlimited 
love.  And anyone who looks at history and prehistory will quickly come to the conclusion that 
the earth has never been fully conquered, and never will be.

So here we are.  How are we to best live our lives?  This may sound naive and corny to some.
I believe that we are to live by listening to our God as he spoke through the prophets and 
through God’s Son, Jesus.  Indeed, their words are also a gift to us.  The question is: how much 
of what has been given to us have we actually heard? — have we internalized?  Today’s readings 
provide us some of those messages.  Importantly, we also have other words from scripture that 
fill in the gaps.
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Consider again the words of Isaiah, that we heard last week, and those attending Taizé heard last 
evening.
Thus says the Lord: Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the 
thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke?  Is it not to share your 
bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, 
to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin?  

Then listen to what we then become in God’s eyes.  In these words, one can feel God’s 
excitement over the possibilities for people as he says,  
Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your 
vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard.
God is pointing out the potential for good that we have as God’s people.

And this is where Lent comes in.  God has created us with great potential for goodness.  One 
only needs a good heart and a desire and willingness to listen to what God is saying to us in the 
21st century.  And there hast to be a willingness to serve.

So it is that we read and reflect on our relationship with God, people, and God’s creation.  Let 
each of us take stock of who we are and who we are becoming.  May we be a people of love.
And know this, know this very well: Right now, the world needs us and our love.
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