
5TH  SUNDAY OF EASTER —  April 24th, 2016
ACTS 11:1-18; PSALM 148; REVELATION 21:1-6; JOHN 13:31-35

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF ACTS
Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard 
that the Gentiles had also accepted the word of God.  So when 
Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized 
him, saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat 
with them?”  Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, 
saying, “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw 
a vision.  There was something like a large sheet coming down 

from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me.  As I looked at it 
closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air.  I also heard a 
voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing 
profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’  But a second time the voice answered from 
heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.’  This happened three times; 
then everything was pulled up again to heaven.  At that very moment three men, sent to me from 
Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were.  The Spirit told me to go with them and not to 
make a distinction between them and us.  These six brothers also accompanied me, and we 
entered the man’s house.  He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and 
saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; he will give you a message by 
which you and your entire household will be saved.’  And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit 
fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning.  And I remembered the word of the Lord, 
how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’  If 
then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who was I that I could hinder God?”  When they heard this, they were silenced.  And they 
praised God, saying, “Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.”

ACTS 11:1-18

PSALM 148
1  Hallelujah!  Praise the Lord from the heavens; * praise him in the heights.
2  Praise him, all you angels of his; * praise him, all his host.
3  Praise him, sun and moon; * praise him, all you shining stars.
4  Praise him, heaven of heavens, * and you waters above the heavens.
5  Let them praise the name of the Lord; * for he commanded, and they were created.
6  He made them stand fast for ever and ever; * he gave them a law which shall not pass 
 away.
7  Praise the Lord from the earth, * you sea-monsters and all  deeps;
8  Fire and hail, snow and fog, * tempestuous wind, doing his will;
9  Mountains and all hills, * fruit trees and all cedars;
10  Wild beasts and all cattle, * creeping things and wingèd birds;
11  Kings of the earth and all peoples, * princes and all rulers  of the world;
12  Young men and maidens, * old and young together.
13  Let them praise the name of the Lord, * for his name only  is exalted, his splendour is over 
 earth and heaven.
14  He has raised up strength for his people and praise for all  his loyal servants, * the children 
 of Israel, a people who are near him.  Hallelujah!



Blessed are you, Lord our God, creator of heaven and earth; you open our eyes to 
see the wonders around us, and our hearts and mouths to praise you. Now give us 
strength for loving service, through Jesus Christ  our Lord.

A READING FROM THE REVELATION TO JOHN
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  And I heard a loud voice from 
the throne saying, “See, the home of God is among mortals.  He will dwell with them; they will 
be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes.  
Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have 
passed away.”  And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things 
new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.”  Then he said to me, 
“It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.  To the thirsty I will give 
water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.”          REVELATION 21:1-6

THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO JOHN
When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been 
glorified in him.  If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will 
glorify him at once.  Little children, I am with you only a little longer.  You will look for me; and 
as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’  I give you a 
new commandment, that you love one another.  Just as I have loved you, you also should love 
one another.  By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another.”            JOHN 13:31-35

___________________________________________________________________________________

I	 give you a new commandment, that you love one another.  Just as I have loved 
you, you also should love one another.  By this everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another.”

As I was walking down a hallway at London City Hall, I was approached by a senior 
management person who had a question for me.  Out of the blue he asked, What is it about 
Jesus that makes people willing to turn their lives upside-down to follow him?

To say that I was not expecting such a question at that time and place would be a major 
understatement.  But there we were.  As I recall, I gave him far too long an answer.  But it I did 
emphasize that the way of Christ is different and that it is life-giving.  And indeed the way of 
Christ is different and it is life-giving!

I have often mentioned in my sermons how if we were all believing in the same way as God 
about things, there would have been no reason for God to go to all the trouble to send his Son to 
live among us.  In today’s scripture readings we see the same reality confronting us.  It is both a 
comfortable reality and also one which may be  very uncomfortable at times.

Jesus not only comes to demolish our human pearls of wisdom,  he is not afraid to go and 
demolish some other pearls of wisdom that we always identify as coming from and being of 
God.  Remember that these events were taking place around the time of the development of the 
early church and before.  Therefore, any beliefs had to be stated very clearly early on, so that the 
growing community of faith would not be promoting false notions.
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As it is, we still may find ourselves stumbling under a number of misleading understandings.
That is why the Anglican Church has as one of its pillars reason as well as scripture when it 
comes to forming our beliefs.  My Systematics professor, Dr. Morden, had a saying about this.  
He said: In a healthy church, one does not have to hang up one’s brain along with one’s hat and 
coat as one enters.  And he was so right!

In today’s readings we hear of Jesus heading off in what would have previously been forbidden 
directions.  First of all, he comes out very strongly against the Old Testament ideas about clean 
and unclean animals.  In this he sets the record straight by pointing out that God does not go 
around creating unclean animals.  Secondly, God asks Peter to go with a group of Gentiles and 
God makes this remarkable request of Peter: ...go with them and not make a distinction between 
them and us.  Jews and Gentiles did not socialize in those days.  Thirdly, Peter is to bring Christ’s 
saving message to the Gentile household.  All of these represent new breaks from traditional 
understanding in one short section of scripture.

Jesus is seen to be this way in other Gospel stories, as well.  Consider when he makes it clear 
that the sabbath is made for people and not the other way around.  Or when he and his disciples 
freely take and eat grain from a field they do not own.  It may have been the Sabbath; but they 
were hungry.  Jesus also ate and drank with outcasts and sinners as we also read in Eucharistic 
Prayer #1.  The list goes on and on.

What does this all mean to us?  It means that we might benefit from an attitude adjustment on 
our part.  How so?  It is not unusual to run across people who believe that the best way to please 
God is through extreme efforts to follow every detail of everything God asks of us in scripture.
And of course it is true that we do not want to have people stray from the wisdom of God.

But what has seized our attention today is a bit of a paradox.  God is calling us to not just 
blindly follow this directive or that.  God is calling us to not only think about what we are doing 
— we are being asked to ponder our options in our hearts and act on the love of God who 
dwells within us.  And when we do that, our course of action may not match what many think is 
demanded by scripture or human convention.

Now why is this important?  Detailed rules may work just fine quite often.  But they are written 
in advance and usually do not anticipate every type of situation that may confront us.  And 
when the ‘out of the ordinary’ happens, the written rules may sometimes do more harm than 
good.  God indeed makes all things new!

But there is something else that has to be said.  We are all human.  We all break rules every now 
and then.  Sometimes people become judgmental about what someone else has done or not 
done.  And so we may hear of disparaging remarks and witness finger-pointing.  This then begs 
the question, Are remarks of criticism and finger-pointing the behaviours that would please God 
the most?  The answer is, of course not!

So what would be our best option in such situations?  Let’s say that you know, someone has 
done something clearly against what most folk would think of as being a Christian act.  In such 
an instance one usually has two basic choices.  The first is to point out the error and try to 
correct the thinking of the sinner.  This may or may not end up with a change for the better on 
the part of the one who did the misdeed.
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The second would be to approach the sinner from the point of view of one who recognizes the 
mess they have made for themselves and offer up love, understanding and if it helps, remedial 
action.  Our popular view is that we believe that we are judged by how we are able to avoid 
sinning.  Consider for a moment the possibility that we may be more often judged by our 
reaction to the plight of sinners and how we try to get them back on their feet spiritually, 
emotionally, mentally and physically.  Such a reaction to those make mistakes is not something 
that comes easily in our society — a society which tends to be most quick to point out faults and 
tends to be slow in helping out those in need.  It is Jesus who leads us into a whole new world 
of thinking about all aspects of life.

One final point.  The world is a place of rapid change.  In this process we come to discover new 
things about God and ourselves.  Sometimes we see changes that seem out of sync with our 
traditional Christian view of things.  Jesus has given us examples of how we may have to turn 
our own thinking upside down again in new ways — just as we have turned our own world 
upside down to follow our Lord.  To guide us in venturing forth anew, Jesus presents us with a 
new gift, the gift of a new commandment.

I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.  Just as I have loved 
you, you also should love one another.  By this everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another.”

May that commandment ever be our guide!
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