
EASTER DURING THE DAY

Sunday, April 16th, 2017

JEREMIAH 31:1-6; 

PSALM 118:1-2, 14-24; COLOSSIANS 3:1-4 

MATTHEW 28:1-10

First Reading
A READING FROM THE BOOK OF JEREMIAH

At that time, says the Lord, I will be the God of all the 
families of Israel, and they shall be my people.  Thus 
says the Lord: The people who survived the sword found 

grace in the wilderness; when Israel sought for rest, the Lord appeared to him from far away.  I 
have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you.  
Again I will build you, and you shall be built, O virgin Israel!  Again you shall take your 
tambourines, and go forth in the dance of the merrymakers.  Again you shall plant vineyards on 
the mountains of Samaria; the planters shall plant, and shall enjoy the fruit.  For there shall be a 
day when sentinels will call in the hill country of Ephraim: “Come, let us go up to Zion, to the 
Lord our God.”

JEREMIAH 31:1-6

PSALM 118:1-2, 14-24

1  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; * his mercy endures for ever.
2  Let Israel now proclaim, * ”His mercy endures for ever.”
14  The Lord is my strength and my song, * and he has  become my salvation.
15  There is a sound of exultation and victory * in the tents of  the righteous:
16  ”The right hand of the Lord has triumphed! * the right hand of the Lord is exalted! the 
 right hand of the Lord has triumphed!”
17  I shall not die, but live, * and declare the works of the Lord.
18  The Lord has punished me sorely, * but he did not hand me over to death.
19  Open for me the gates of righteousness; * I will enter them; I will offer thanks to the Lord.
20  ”This is the gate of the Lord; * he who is righteous may enter.”
21  I will give thanks to you, for you answered me * and have become my salvation.
22  The same stone which the builders rejected * has become the chief cornerstone.
23  This is the Lord’s doing, * and it is marvellous in our eyes.
24  On this day the Lord has acted; * we will rejoice and be glad in it.

Holy and mighty God, your Son’s triumph over sin and death has opened to us the 
gate of eternal life.  Purify our hearts that we may follow where he has gone and share 
in the radiance of his glory.  We ask this for the sake of our risen Lord.



Second Reading
A READING FROM PAUL’S LETTER TO THE COLOSSIANS
So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at 
the right hand of God.  Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, 
for you have died, and your life is hid-den with Christ in God.  When Christ who is your life is 
revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.

COLOSSIANS 3:1-4

Gospel
THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO MATTHEW

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 
went to see the tomb.  And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, 
descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it.  His appearance was like 
lightning, and his clothing white as snow.  For fear of him the guards shook and became like 
dead men.  But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for 
Jesus who was crucified.  He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place 
where he lay.  Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and 
indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’  This is my message for you.”  
So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples.  Suddenly Jesus 
met them and said, “Greetings!”  And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshipped 
him.  Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there 
they will see me.”

MATTHEW 28:1-10

Then go quickly and tell his disciples, “He has been raised from the dead, and 
indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.”

When our offspring were kids they each had a different chore to do around the house.  David’s 
chore was to make lunches for school.  He was careful each day to include a sandwich with lots 
of toppings, a snack, a drink, and a dessert.

One day, however, he was distracted.  He had to deliver a speech in class the next day.  He 
worked on it from the moment he got home, to when he went to bed.  He threw the lunches 
together at the last minute and each was just two pieces of dry white bread with only a thin 
circle of baloney as filling.  I should add that he also found some Limburger cheese at the back 
of the fridge and added a hunk to each lunch, as the snack.  That was it.  He was in grade eight. 

Our youngest girl, Kathy, was in grade 1.  At the end of recess she looked in her lunch… and 
was enraged. Storming over to his classroom, just as he was standing at the front of the class, 
beginning his speech, she burst in, pointed at him and yelled, “MY LUNCH SMELLS LIKE A 
PIGPEN!”  ..Slamming the door, she left.

Well, it was the first time a grade 1 student had won “Best Speech” in grade 8, under the 
category of “Best use of Expression”.  She proudly displayed her winning ribbon on the wall of 
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her bedroom.  Because of his speech, she ended up giving a speech.  This wouldn’t be the only 
time the siblings, would find themselves connected.  

When our oldest, Mary, decided to teach Sunday School, soon we were all given jobs helping 
out around the church.  When another daughter, Liz, found a dog and brought it home, soon we 
all shared in caring for it.  And Greg led the way one day when he came home as the first of the 
siblings to have chicken pox, and the rest quickly shared in the experience.  

All of this is mentioned because there is something often overlooked in the Gospel story today.  
We say the story is about Jesus, about his death and resurrection.  And it is.  But what is easy to 
overlook is that, immediately, the story of Jesus becomes the story of those closest to Jesus. 
If ever there was a dispirited group of people, it was the disciples after the crucifixion of their 
leader, Jesus Christ.  The man they followed because he was going to change everything for the 
Jews was taken from them as he suffered death by crucifixion.

What did our Lord leave behind?  None of the disciples were really equipped to take on the 
tasks of spreading his Gospel.  You can just imagine how it seemed.  You can just envisage the 
mood and the sense of despair.

What would become of their movement?  What would become of them?  No one seemed to 
have a clue.

Were all of those nice sounding words of Jesus as empty as they all of a sudden seemed?  Dead 
was dead and Jesus by all indications was dead!  Was this the way of God?

Even today, similar conclusions are being suggested.  A byline in Saturday’s Huffington Post 
reads:  Some Terrible Things Happened During One Of The Holiest Weeks Of The Year.  
Following this was a list of the awful things that went on during Holy Week.  The stories could be 
enough to throw us into being more than a bit downcast.

And yet, we are more and more getting used to being daily bombarded with story after story of 
crime, violence, intrigue, fraud, inhumanity, deceit, insensitivity and more.  Along the way, we 
can find ourselves being desensitized.  We have to be careful that our hearts do not start 
becoming hardened.

As long as I have known her, every Easter my mother-in-law would hold what she would call 
Easter Lupper.  Lupper is a combo of lunch and supper.  This started out to be a family event, but 
soon spread to become an occasion for friends and neighbours.  Lupper ended up being from 7 
a.m. to around 2 in the afternoon!

Sally’s mom has now passed on.  She lived in Michigan.  We live in Ontario.  But guess what?!
The Easter Luppers are not just a bit of nostalgia.  They live on!  Yes, every year we look forward 
to the joy of getting together for Easter Lupper.   During the coffee hour this morning, Sally and I 
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may have  to leave a little bit early to set up for the Ontario version of the Easter Lupper in our 
home.  There will be a wide selection of foods from breakfast items to supper items, including a 
bunny cake!

There is a story behind the bunny cake.  Ask us if you get a chance.

Easter is a time of promise and joy.  It is a time of reflection on a great promise delivered — the 
greatest promise ever delivered.  And it remains a time of promise for all of us.  For embedded in 
Jesus’ survival of the cross is the assurance that we too are to be survivors of our own physical 
deaths.  That no matter how despairing things may seem to be, we can look forward to surviving 
what faces us, even death, through our mutual love and sharing of our lives with God.  As God 
shares in our lives and we share in God, we remain forever in union with God, regardless of 
anything else.  And in times when things look troubling, this is wonderful news!

May we ever keep in mind that Jesus is the Christ of new beginnings.  Our joy is in knowing that 
setbacks and obstacles may enter our lives.  Things can occasionally look rather hopeless.  We 
can sometimes see no way out of what confronts us.  But our life experience in Christ, and the 
assurances given through his own experience take the day.

Indeed, the reading from Jeremiah provides the perspective for God’s relationship with us when 
God says:
 

I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore I have continued my 
faithfulness to you.

Through the resurrection, God’s assurances have only become more profound.  In this we 
rejoice!

We pray now in the words of Brother Roger of Taizé:

Christ Jesus, even if your resurrection kindles within us a flame that may be quite 
weak, it enables us to live in communion with you.  And by your Gospel we realize 
that you came to earth not just for part of humankind, but for every human being, 
even if they are unaware of your presence within them.
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