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FIRST READING
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfil the 

promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In 
those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring 

                   up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.
JEREMIAH 33:14-15

SECOND READING
In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety.  And this is the name by which 
it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”

JEREMIAH 33:16

THIRD READING
... may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we 
abound in love for you.  And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be 
blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

1 THESSALONIANS 3:11,13

FOURTH READING
Jesus said, “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress 
among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves.  People will faint from fear and 
foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken.  
Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory.

LUKE 21:25-28

FIFTH READING
Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your 
redemption is drawing near.”  Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to 
escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”

LUKE 21:28, 36

___________________________________________________________________________________

Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory.

In western society we appear to be experiencing a decline in faith.  The signs are everywhere it 
seems.  Church attendance is down.  Churches are closing.  The number of people identifying 
themselves as Christians or as followers of any other religion is declining.  Some hold the 
religious in ridicule for all of the silly things that they think people of faith believe.  Others point 
to the unnecessary pain and conflict that has happened under the banners of various religious 
causes.  There are people who want war as a solution to the irritating problem, in their eyes, of 
other religions with other beliefs and other values.  There are even those who claim to be 
Christian who believe God is too slow, so they are actively doing what they can to bring about 
Armageddon.  They seek the end times in the belief that God will protect Christians and wipe 
out all others so a perfect Christian world will follow the bloodshed.  They seek to do this at the 
same time that some others of other faiths try to do the same in expectation of a result that is 
more friendly to them.



Sadly, this kind of thinking is not new.  It even predates the Romans and the Greeks.  By bringing 
about an ultimate war to conquer one’s enemies is to secure peace forever more — or so the 
thinking goes.  To be sure, it can be all too easy to be swept up into this type of rhetoric.

Ah, the glory of war and the glory of victory! some think!  On the eve to the American Civil War, 
there was a jubilant feeling among those looking forward to the battles they were sure in their 
minds that they would win.  That feeling left them very quickly when they found themselves in 
the midst of the horrors of the deadliest conflict in American history.  But such experiences 
seems to not deter other generations from planning the next conflicts on the world stage.  There 
are new causes to pursue — new victories to achieve — new financial rewards to reap.  Along 
with all of these, one must not forget the lust for power that goes with these conflicts.  But sadly, 
we are all too familiar with all of these!

These are not the things we seek as individuals or as a society.  As a people, we want to be able 
to live our lives in peace and prosperity.  We truly do want to love our neighbour at home and 
everywhere around the world.  Within our own democratic systems we endlessly try to make 
improvements.  Better justice is a constant concern.  The challenges of modern day life are 
sufficient to keep us working hard for better times.

Many believe that we have enough on our plate.  We do not want to be thrown off-course by 
others who rattle their sabers at us and those whom we love.  But saber rattlers never go 
completely away.  We endure them under protest.

In many of my sermons I use the words, Enter Jesus, at this point.  Today, I will not break that 
tradition.  Enter Jesus.  This time, however, our Lord enters in a far different way!  How so?

Jesus enters the world as you and I entered it — as a little baby!  We have in this world: so many 
troubles; so many ambitions; so much misdirected effort; all resulting in more pain.  Into this 
environment the baby Jesus bravely enters.  He is what Advent is all about!  God’s call to us is to 
anticipate the coming of Jesus into our world.

Now, we ask, What can Jesus do for us? — for our world?   Especially, we wonder what can 
Christ do as a baby?  He is not with any military might that we can see.  He has no financial 
power.  He is up against forces that have been building for centuries.  The power of our Lord 
would look pretty ‘iffy’ to a lot of people.

But our omnipotent God is full of surprises.  God sees value where others dismiss it or do not 
see it at all.  Among others, God sees great potential in the small, the seemingly weak and in the 
rejected.

The Biblical description of the birth of the baby Jesus is a way of giving us from the very 
beginning a window on how God thinks and acts.  Notice what is described about the birth of 
Jesus is the opposite of the story we might hear of any other royal birth.  Who would have ever 
thought this baby, described as born in an animal stable, was of God?  Who would have ever 
thought that this baby came with vital insights into the ways of God?  Who would have ever 
thought that this baby came with the message that love is central to God’s ways?
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While others make wars and upset ordinary folk, God’s advice is to beware of the war makers 
and be more aware of Christ.   For, Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with 
power and great glory.  Instead of a call for us to raise a military response, Jesus calls on us to 
live according to his ways.  That is, for us to keep loving God, each other and ourselves — that 
we do this sometimes in the midst of: the chaos we encounter; the panic around us; and the 
threats of those who want to own and control us.  In the long run, it is the people of love who 
hold the edge in societies.  It is these people who are the glue of our culture even as we live and 
breath.

This is revolutionary thinking.  Jesus was and is a revolutionary.  Yes, we fight back when we are 
attacked.  But our longer term future is secured by our faith in our Lord Jesus Christ and the love 
he proclaimed.  Such a love sees God as in being in control.   Such a love reaches out to all 
people and peoples.  Such a love is unconditional.

It all comes from the light radiating from the person of that little baby born so long ago.  Jesus 
changed the world.  We are indeed beneficiaries of his Word and of his love.

Our job is to build a better world as we avoid entering into the evil that may threaten us.  Our 
job is to build a better world through our love of God and our acceptance of God’s ways.  That is 
a large part of the Christmas message.  May we invite others to join us in living this message.

The light of the world lies before us.
May we share in that light.
May we share that light.
May we help to bring peace to a fractured world!
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