
EASTER DURING THE DAY
Sunday, March 27th, 2016
ISAIAH 65:17-25; PSALM 118:1-2, 14-24; ACTS 10:34-43; JOHN 20:1-18

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF ISAIAH
For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former 
things shall not be remembered or come to mind.  But be glad and 

rejoice forever in what I am creating; for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its people 
as a delight.  I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and delight in my people; no more shall the sound of 
weeping be heard in it, or the cry of distress.  No more shall there be in it an infant that lives but 
a few days, or an old person who does not live out a lifetime; for one who dies at a hundred 
years will be considered a youth, and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered 
accursed.  They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their 
fruit.  They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for like the 
days of a tree shall the days of my people be, and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their 
hands.  They shall not labour in vain, or bear children for calamity; for they shall be offspring 
blessed by the Lord and their descendants as well. Before they call I will answer, while they are 
yet speaking I will hear.  The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, the lion shall eat straw like 
the ox; but the serpent its food shall be dust!  They shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy 
mountain, says the Lord.

ISAIAH 65:17-25

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
1  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; * his mercy endures for ever.
2  Let Israel now proclaim, * ”His mercy endures for ever.”
14  The Lord is my strength and my song, * and he has  become my salvation.
15  There is a sound of exultation and victory * in the tents of  the righteous:
16  ”The right hand of the Lord has triumphed! * the right hand of the Lord is exalted!  the 
 right hand of the Lord has triumphed!”
17  I shall not die, but live, * and declare the works of the Lord.
18  The Lord has punished me sorely, * but he did not hand me over to death.
19  Open for me the gates of righteousness; * I will enter them; I will offer thanks to the Lord.
20  ”This is the gate of the Lord; * he who is righteous may enter.”
21  I will give thanks to you, for you answered me * and have become my salvation.
22  The same stone which the builders rejected * has become the chief cornerstone.
23  This is the Lord’s doing, * and it is marvellous in our eyes.
24  On this day the Lord has acted; * we will rejoice and be glad in it.

Holy and mighty God, your Son’s triumph over sin and death has opened to us the 
gate of eternal life. Purify our hearts that we may follow where he has gone and 
share in the radiance of his glory. We ask this for the sake of our risen Lord.



A READING FROM THE BOOK OF ACTS
Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every 
nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.  You know the 
message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ he is Lord of all.  That 
message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 
how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about 
doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.  We are 
witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem.  They put him to death by hanging 
him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the 
people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after 
he rose from the dead.  He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the 
one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead.  All the prophets testify about him that 
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

ACTS 10:34-43

THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO JOHN
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and 
saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb.  So she ran and went to Simon Peter and 
the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out 
of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.”   Then Peter and the other disciple 
set out and went toward the tomb.  The two were running together, but the other disciple outran 
Peter and reached the tomb first.  He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying 
there, but he did not go in.  Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb.  He 
saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with 
the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself.  Then the other disciple, who reached the 
tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the 
scripture, that he must rise from the dead.  Then the disciples returned to their homes.  But Mary 
stood weeping outside the tomb.  As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and she saw 
two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the 
other at the feet.  They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?”  She said to them, “They 
have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” When she had said 
this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus.  
Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?  Whom are you looking for?”  Supposing him 
to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have 
laid him, and I will take him away.”  Jesus said to her, “Mary!”  She turned and said to him in 
Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher).  Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because 
I have not yet ascended to the Father.  But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to 
my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'”  Mary Magdalene went and announced 
to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”: and she told them that he had said these things to her.

JOHN 20:1-18
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...she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was 
Jesus.

The empty tomb.
The empty tomb has been the source of belief and disbelief since the passion of our Lord two 
millennia ago.  What was it really and what is its meaning for us remains for many a mystery.
The faith of many has begun with the story of the empty tomb.

And unlike so many Biblical events, the belief in the empty tomb is not something that moved 
from general acceptance to skepticism.  For example, we are told in Mark 16 She (Mary 
Magdalene) went out and told those who had been with him, while they were mourning and 
weeping.  But when they heard that he was alive and had been seen by her, they would not 
believe it.  So right from the get-go, doubters have been numerous — even including the 
disciples who were so close to Christ.  But as time marched along, more and more folk became 
convinced that the resurrection was real — that the tomb was not only empty — but empty for a 
life-giving reason.  Yes, the skeptical disciples soon came to accept the truth that Jesus indeed 
lived on and lives on.  More than that, they came to believe that because he lives, all that Jesus 
said, including what he said about us surviving the grave was indeed true.  Jesus’ integrity was 
restored and many therefore believed in his word to us down through the generations.

But we now live in a very different age.  We share in a culture that is so different than only a few 
generations ago.  What used to be important no now seems to be trivialized or discarded 
altogether.  We as a western culture generally see the world through very different eyes.  The 
here and now increasingly trumps the concerns about an everlasting future.  And in a very real 
sense, we see a part of our contemporary culture once again trying to put Jesus to death. 
Interestingly, they are doing this in part because he apparently actually does continue to live 
among people of faith, and this is puzzling, disturbing and/or difficult to believe to some people.

These folk are also trying to provide us with a bigger empty tomb — empty not because Christ 
once again has risen — empty because they suspect that he never existed in the first place.  And 
this time, the empty tomb is not a hollow in a rockface somewhere — the empty tomb in some 
minds is the whole earth.

So we are well advised to be alert.  It is time to step back and take a look at the bigger picture.
We need to look more carefully.  For we can find ourselves seeing things similarly to Mary 
Magdalene when scripture relates that:

...she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was 
Jesus.

Those who are dissecting scripture and historical records are finding much cause for them to 
reflect and think.  Some believe that Christianity will end up being discredited in the process.
However, it may be that we should not be too anxious to jump on the doubters bandwagon.  We 
may be better advised to make sure that we are not missing out in recognizing Christ even as he 
stands there in front of us.

How can we be more aware of Jesus in our midst?  There are many books suggesting that the 
Gospels are portraying Jesus in a way that shows that he is a contrived person who is based on 
an updating of Egyptian ancient gods.  They point to similarities in their lives, including among 
other things, a virgin birth.
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What these authors seem to be missing are the differences Jesus brings to us.  I am yet to read or 
see an analysis of all that Jesus Christ brings to us that is unique and not humanly predictable or 
perhaps not easily accepted by humanity.  A big question in my mind is — If Jesus is based on 
earlier deities, why does he not reflect their theologies/philosophies? 

A few examples come to my mind:
Ancient deities love to be worshiped and served.
But Jesus tells us that the best way to serve God is by serving other people.

Ancient deities love to have people follow a strict code of conduct with a judgment point 
at death where the good deeds and bad deeds are measured against one another to 
determine where individual souls will spend the next world.
But Jesus tells us that even if we fail in trying to follow God’s  commandments, God is a 
God of forgiveness and love.
Further, Jesus asked us to refrain from judging one another.

Ancient deities ask for a person’s love of them first.
But Jesus tells us that we cannot love God unless we love other people first.
The whole focus of Christ is on unconditional love and service to one another.

Ancient deities just want to be served themselves.
But Jesus came to us as fully divine with the purpose of serving us so that we in turn 
follow his example and serve one another.

Ancient deities promote worldly ways, sometimes in the extreme.
But Jesus asks us to reject the ways of the world and instead lead lives based on our love 
of one another.

Jesus shows us the way to a new life in the here and now.
Jesus gives us the way to eternal life.

The life-giving message and ways of Jesus are downright different. That is because the ways of 
Christ have the one true God as the source of inspiration and truth — unlike the previous 
religions and their deities.  For through Christ we come to know the ways of God.  The ways of 
God are the ways of love.

The tomb is indeed empty.
Jesus still lives among us.
Jesus continues to live within us as we live within him.
Through the Holy Spirit Christ resides within us.
And Christ dwells in the hearts of people everywhere, including the person sitting nearest to 
you.

We have gathered together to celebrate.
Celebrate we should!
Christ is!
Christ is risen!

Praise be to God. Amen.
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