
Sunday, September 3rd, 2017
Exodus 3:1-15; 
Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45C; 
Romans 12:9-21; 
Matthew 16:21-28

FIRST READING

A Reading from the Book of Exodus
Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock 
beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God.  There the angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was 
not consumed. Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the 
bush is not burned up.”  When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him 
out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!”  And he said, “Here I am.”  Then he said, “Come no closer!  
Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.”  He 
said further, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob.”  And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.  Then the Lord said, “I have 
observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry on account of their 
taskmasters.  Indeed, I know their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them from the 
Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with 
milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the 
Hivites, and the Jebusites.  The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how 
the Egyptians oppress them.  So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the 
Israelites, out of Egypt.”  But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and 
bring the Israelites out of Egypt?”  He said, “I will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you 
that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God 
on this mountain.”  But Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God 
of your ancestors has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to 
them?”  God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” He said further, “Thus you shall say to the 
Israelites, ‘I AM has sent me to you.'”  God also said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the 
Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob, has sent me to you’: This is my name forever, and this my title for all generations.”

EXODUS 3:1-15



PSALM 105:1-6, 23-26, 45C
1  Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his name; * make known his deeds among the 
 peoples.
2  Sing to him, sing praises to him, * and speak of all his marvellous works.
3  Glory in his holy name; * let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.
4  Search for the Lord and his strength; * continually seek his face.
5  Remember the marvels he has done, * his wonders and the judgements of his 
 mouth,
6  O offspring of Abraham his servant, * O children of Jacob his chosen.
23  Israel came into Egypt, * and Jacob became a sojourner in the land of Ham.
24  The Lord made his people exceedingly fruitful; * he made them stronger than their 
 enemies;
25  Whose heart he turned, so that they hated his people, *
 and dealt unjustly with his servants.
26  He sent Moses his servant, * and Aaron whom he had chosen.
 Hallelujah!

God of our salvation, through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, you have 
fulfilled your promise to our ancestors in the faith to redeem the world from slavery 
and to lead us into the promised land.  Grant us living water from the rock and 
bread from heaven, that we may survive our desert pilgrimage and praise you for 
ever, through Jesus Christ our Redeemer.

SECOND READING
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual 
affection; outdo one another in showing honour.  Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve 
the Lord.  Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.  Contribute to the needs 
of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.  Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not 
curse them.  Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.  Live in harmony with 
one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you 
are.  Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all.  If it 
is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.  Beloved, never avenge 
yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will 
repay, says the Lord.”  No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them 
something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.”  Do not be 
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

ROMANS 12:9-21
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GOSPEL

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ According to Matthew
From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo 
great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the 
third day be raised.  And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, 
Lord!  This must never happen to you.”  But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan!  
You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on 
human things.”  Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them 
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.  For those who want to save their life 
will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.  For what will it profit them if 
they gain the whole world but forfeit their life?  Or what will they give in return for their life?  
For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay 
everyone for what has been done.  Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not 
taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

MATTHEW 16:21-28

______________________________________________________

“Come no closer!  Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you 
are standing is holy ground.”

If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.
For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life?

Three verses — all interrelated — all profoundly sacred.  To begin with, it is well to notice how 
those criticized by Jesus in the middle verse were referred to as “them”.
Alternatively, notice how the advice to the faithful in the others is individualized. “Remove the 
sandals from your (Moses’) feet.” — “so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.”

There is never a shortage of people in this world who are intent on doing nasty things. But as in 
the case of the oppression of the ancient Egyptians, any movement to deal with such situations 
may require a leader — a single person to take the necessary initiative and follow through with 
appropriate actions.  In this case, it was Moses.

But not all worthy movements require a single leader.  At the same time they do not just happen 
on their own, either.  They require the initiative of multiples of individual people who each 
move at the urging of their hearts and their understandings.  Living in peace with one another is 
cited in Paul’s letter as one of these situations.

Most people have a yearning for a peaceful world.  Many may wish it — but do nothing more 
than sit back and wait for it to happen.  Some may even undermine any hopes for peace by 
doing things which sabotage the efforts of others to promote peace.  And so some folk may 
become frustrated or even cynical.

Today we were intrigued by mention of a burning bush.  Now this burning bush was unique.  
For we are told that the fire did not consume it.  Imagine the wonder of it all for Moses!
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Moses approached that bush and immediately was told to halt and take off his sandals.  Why?  
Because he was standing on holy ground!  Now, the more common view of this is that God was 
referring to the patch of earth upon which the bush was burning.  But some scholars have noted 
that this may be too narrow a perspective.  Moses was not asked to get off the holy ground.  He 
was told to simply remove his footwear because he was standing on holy ground.  These 
scholars put forth the understanding that God, as the great I AM, may have actually been 
referring to holy ground as being all of God’s creation.

It is worth thinking about what implications would come from people seeing the whole earth as 
being holy:
• For the earth is indeed a sacred sphere.
• It is of God
• It provides support for all living things — it teems with life.
• It is a world in which we all live and share.
• It is our interim home.
• Here, we find the power of God shown in beauty, and in love.
• It is here, where the drama of human life unfolds.

Whatever we do in our lives; does affect the planet.  People may alter the landscape.  We may 
experiment with life forms.  Artificial derivatives may be manufactured.  Species live and die at 
human hands.  The relationship of the human and the earthly is critical to the future of humanity.

The relationship of the human and the rest of creation is critical to the holy ground upon which 
we stand — upon which we walk.  At times, it is worthwhile for us to remove our footwear and 
walk with bare feet to better appreciate God’s good earth.  It is good to notice the soil and the 
life that has the soil as its home.  But, we are not limited to experiencing the earth’s beauties up 
close on the ground.  Even from vantage points in outer space, astronauts tell us how the earth is 
seen suspended as a colourful & beautiful living jewel.  Earth is indeed special!

It is on this globe, this earth, that each person is asked to be an agent of peace; so far as it 
depends on each one of us. Human conflicts often bring unnecessary waste, destruction and at 
times death — war being the worst!  Peace can promote our love and care for one another.  
Peace can promote our love and care of God’s earth.  Caring for the earth encourages abundant 
life — life that is so necessary for healthy human populations.  While neglect leads to shortages 
and discontent.

It is often said that in matters of our personal health, we would do well to listen to what our 
bodies are saying to us.  The same is true of God’s sacred earth.  What is it increasingly saying to 
us?  How are we responding?  Are we listening?  So far as it depends on you & on me — what 
are we doing to act positively in God’s world?

In the Genesis accounts of creation, we come to know that we are called upon to be stewards of 
creation.  We have a God-given sacred responsibility to look after what we have been given.
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But being agents of peace goes beyond our caring for the earth.  It is about lifting up people in 
love to be the folk God created them to be.  Sometimes, it is the little things that we as people 
do that can cause hurt and frustration.  Similarly, it is in our loving kindnesses to each other, that 
the seeds of peace can take root.  In our love of each other, we are each invited to set our hearts 
on taking the time to follow Paul’s advice when he says: 

Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.  Live in harmony with one 
another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than 
you are.  

It is clearly up to each of us!

May we heed the words taken from the well known hymn,   Let there be peace on Earth.

Let there be peace on earth
And let it begin with me
Let There Be Peace on Earth
The peace that was meant to be...
In perfect harmony...
Let peace begin with me
Let this be the moment now.

The world awaits.
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