
Sunday, September 10th, 2017
EXODUS 12:1-14; 
PSALM 149; 
ROMANS 13:8-14; 
MATTHEW 18:15-20

FIRST READING

A Reading from the Book of Exodus
The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month 
shall mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first 

month of the year for you.  Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month 
they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household.  If a household is too small 
for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbour in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided 
in proportion to the number of people who eat of it.  Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year 
old male; you may take it from the sheep or from the goats.  You shall keep it until the fourteenth 
day of this month; then the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight.  
They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in 
which they eat it.  They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire 
with unleavened bread and bitter herbs.  Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted 
over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs.  You shall let none of it remain until the 
morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn.  This is how you shall eat it: 
your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it 
hurriedly.  It is the passover of the Lord.  For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and 
I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the 
gods of Egypt I will execute judgements: I am the Lord.  The blood shall be a sign for you on the 
houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy 
you when I strike the land of Egypt.  This day shall be a day of remembrance for you.  You shall 
celebrate it as a festival to the Lord; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a 
perpetual ordinance.

EXODUS 12:1-14



PSALM149                pg.908

1  Hallelujah! Sing to the Lord a new song; * sing his praise in the congregation of the 
 faithful.
2  Let Israel rejoice in his maker; * let the children of Zion be joyful in their king.
3  Let them praise his name in the dance; * let them sing praise to him with timbrel and 
 harp.
4  For the Lord takes pleasure in his people * and adorns the poor with victory.
5  Let the faithful rejoice in triumph; * let them be joyful on  their beds.
6  Let the praises of God be in their throat * and a two-edged sword in their hand;
7  To wreak vengeance on the nations * and punishment on  the peoples;
8  To bind their kings in chains * and their nobles with links  of iron;
9  To inflict on them the judgement decreed; * this is glory for all his faithful people.
 Hallelujah!

Accept our praise, God of justice, defender of the oppressed.  Give us grace to join 
in this your holy work, that all the world may see your glory, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.

SECOND READING

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans
Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled 
the law.  The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall 
not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, 
“Love your neighbour as yourself.”  Love does no wrong to a neighbour; therefore, love is the 
fulfilling of the law.  Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to 
wake from sleep.  For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is 
far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armour of 
light; let us live honourably as in the day, not in revelling and drunkenness, not in debauchery 
and licentiousness, not in quarrelling and jealousy.  Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

ROMANS 13:8-14

GOSPEL

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to Matthew
Jesus said, “If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when 
the two of you are alone.  If the member listens to you, you have regained that one.  But if you 
are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed 
by the evidence of two or three witnesses.  If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 
church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a 
Gentile and a tax collector.  Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.  Again, truly I tell you, if two 
of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven.  
For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”

MATTHEW 18:15-20
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For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.

Each year at this time we receive an email from the Bishop asking us to do a series on being 
sensitive to the needs of creation.  The focus is to be on raising an awareness of the importance 
of maintaining a strong world life balance.  So it is, I do speak on issues related to this vital area 
of life.  Today is to be no exception!  On this beautiful Sunday morning, we gather in this sacred 
place to worship our Creator God.  For many, this is a welcome and re-energizing pause in our 
busy weeks.

Not all that far away from us other folk are gathered.  They would give much to experience the 
spiritual oasis we are experiencing here.  They are gathered in different ways: — in endless lines 
of slow moving traffic seeking to go northward — in long lines at airports — standing in gas 
station cues for hours — in public shelters — and more.  And there are those who for reasons 
which seem important to them, sit in their homes waiting for winds to begin, rains to fall and 
waters to rise.  We have all heard the reports.

Recent conversations fuelled by current situations around the globe have been unusually 
frequent.  One very common local theme that has been mentioned often to me goes something 
like this:  I am so happy to be living in the Sarnia area.  We are truly blessed.  And to be sure, 
blessed we are!  May we frequently express our thankfulness to God for the untold number of 
blessings we receive and enjoy.

The other day I went to buy some dog food.  The salesman was in a very chatty mood and noted 
that, as he put it, Mother nature is sure trying to tell us that she is fed up with us not paying 
attention to her needs.  Certainly, many experts are saying that we are not listening to what our 
beautiful planet is saying to us.

During this past week we have witnessed and continue to witness nature in a seeming rage at an 
unprecedented level.  To begin with, we have seen the huge destruction & losses caused by 
hurricane Harvey.  Record breaking floods in Houston resulted from Harvey’s enormous rains.
In addition, there was the wind damage.  This hurricane had a greater than normal impact due 
to its tendency to sit over the Houston area, dumping rain, rather than move along.

Next we heard about the coming of another Atlantic hurricane — the largest in recorded history.
Hurricane Irma has been and is laying waste to populated areas as a category 4 and/or 5 
hurricane with wind speeds up around the 300 km/hr mark and more.  Such winds we are told 
have up to 500 times the destructive force of those of a category 1 hurricane.  Yes, Irma is 
deadly!  As though that isn’t enough, the Atlantic Ocean has spawned 2 more tropical storms — 
Katia and Jose — which are beginning to show their strength.  Then Friday morning, we woke up 
to hear of a major earthquake just off the southern coast of Mexico.

And yet, the human spirit is strong.  Loving acts of human assistance, kindness and sacrifice 
immediately arise in such crises.  These occur at an unbelievable level — more than would be 
normally expected.  We find out in times like these just how much goodness is planted in the 
hearts of so many of God’s people.  And we are rightly amazed and thankful!
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At the same time, many people have a seemingly natural inclination to try to deal with some 
situations by placing blame — usually, blame on someone or something else.  They wonder who 
or what is at fault.  This is not always a bad thing.  We may learn helpful things by looking for 
root causes.

But this can also lead people into wrong directions. Sometimes, God seems to be the handiest 
one to blame.  I have even heard a clergy person once declare that a natural disaster was God’s 
judgment on certain people because they were not ‘Christian’!  Of course this is nonsense.  Yes, 
we have been placed in a sometimes dangerous world.  But God is not going around sending 
storms to do any people harm, not for any reason.

Jesus even offers advance advice in Matthew that we need to be careful of where we place and 
build our houses so that they won’t wash away in a storm.  We have the God-given intelligence 
to be able to learn from our experiences with previous storms, so that we can reduce or avoid 
their impact in the future.

Yet, we may be in for a bit of a rough ride as we try to become more sensitive and responsive to 
supporting the world life balance of the earth upon which we live.  There are some serious 
questions to be answered as we seek to rebuild.
• What can we do to avoid suffering and so much damage the next time?
• What restrictions, for example, are needed on new developments?
• What new standards are necessary in revising flood plain boundaries?
• What improvements are needed to be made to reservoirs and dykes to ease the potential for 

devastating failures?
• How ready are nuclear reactors to withstand ultra high winds, floods, and/or earthquakes?
• How can freeways be adjusted to be able to have most lanes for traffic going away from 

anticipated disaster zones?

This is just a sampling — but you get the idea.  We have been given brains by God which are 
able to do much to prepare for natural disasters of many kinds.  More than this, we have minds 
that have the ability to deal with many of the impacts of climate change.  We would do well to 
focus on how to make our social, political, and economic systems support needed measures 
instead of ignoring them or fighting them!

And as we try to do what is right, may we do so prayerfully to be effective in our actions.  This 
we do as we call for God’s help.  This we do as we move to act in the interests of the worldwide 
human family we love.

Though much of society may encourage such thinking; these are not times to become 
disconnected from God.  Indeed, it is well to keep in the forefront of our minds the reality that 
when, two or three are gathered in my [Jesus’] name, I am there among them.  God loves 
working with and through people!  Christ is in our midst, here.  May we invite Jesus to be ever 
with us as we live out the drama of our earthly lives!  There is none better!
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