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Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 •  Psalm 100  •  Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24  

Psalm 95:1-7a  •  Ephesians 1:15-23  •  Matthew 25:31-46 

  

 

Dear Friends, 
You may have heard the old adage that “the only substitute for power is money”.  You 
may have also heard that “knowledge is power”.  There is an element of truth in both of 
these bits of human wisdom.  Wealthy people generally know how to gain power by the 
way they strategically spend their money.  Also, there are those who know how to apply 
their minds to achieve impressive results. 
 
More lately there has been a growing recognition of another source of power; or so it is 
believed by some.  Maybe you have noticed this phenomena in action.  Maybe you have 
been targeted to be under its influence.  Maybe you have been successfully influenced 
— maybe not. 
 
It now seems that few people speak of this power.  Every now and then, there are 
efforts to limit it.  Often regulation takes place at the municipal level.  But there are 
national efforts as well.  Neither level of government has a good track record;  and 
therefore this source of power seems to be growing.   
 
What is this commodity?  It is “noise”.  That is right.  It is “NOISE!”  Or, as some would 
say it, “VERY LOUD NOISE”. 
 
Now why would that be a problem?  In fact, loud noises can be useful.  Alarm bells, for 
instance need to be heard in an emergency.  Car horns are useful only if they are noisy.  
The same for train horns and boat whistles.  Even electric automobiles will be designed 
to provide enough noise so that blind people can hear where they are. 
 
But, there is noise and there is noise.  This brings us to other sources and there are 
many!.  It may be my imagination.  But I am getting older and like most people as they 
age, I can expect to have some hearing loss.  Certainly, few of us would expect to have 
improved hearing as we get older.  In spite of my age, I find that I am still affected by the 
power discovered by so many marketing people —— the power of noise!  
 
To be effective, marketing messages have to be heard.  These messages have a number 
of attributes.  They must be able to draw one’s attention from whatever they are doing.  
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They must be heard over competing noises.  They must convey some hint of their 
purpose.  Above all, the louder the noise; the better!!!  So it is that I propose a new 
saying; NOISE IS POWER! 
 
Enter Jesus — whose popular image is one of being born on a “Silent Night”.  Seldom in 
the Gospels do we hear of Jesus raising his voice.  He was seen as the Prince of Peace.  
More than that, Jesus promoted another source of power.  Yes, in addition to money, 
knowledge, and noise, Jesus pointed out the most powerful force in Creation.  That of 
course is the power of love!   
 
True love seeks to manifest a sincere and deep caring about the well-being of others.  It 
is not selfish in nature.  It is not superficial or deceitful.  It is sincerely interested in 
promoting the welfare of the planet and the life it supports — especially human life. A 
beautiful planet has been given for our loving stewardship.   
 
And noise.  Noise, if there is any at all, comes as a by-product and not as a central 
component of loving activities.  For loving moments can sometimes be absolutely quiet 
— no noise — just peace — and often, a strong sense of fulfilment.  It is highly 
recommended. 
 
So it is that we often conclude our services with the words:  The Peace of God which 
surpasses all understanding keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of 
God and of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
God’s blessing be upon you and all those you love. 

 
——————————————————————————- 

 
You are invited to go each Sunday and/or Wednesday to the link:  

 tinyurl.com/StAlbans-CDMC 

 

That is the link to St. Alban’s Anglican Church in Burnaby B.C.  Follow the instructions.  
You will find links to the Rev’d Greg Jenkins officiating at an Anglican church service with 
children’s focus, church music, readings, prayers and a sermon.   
If you are also interested in joining their weekly Bible Study, contact Rev. Greg at 
revgregjenkins@gmail.com    He will be more than happy to be in touch about joining in 
with their group by ZOOM.  I hope you will find these services help to deepen your faith. 

——————————————————————————- 
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We are joining with many parishes in our deanery in providing telephone support to our 
members and friends.  This support is designed to keep us up to date, while not 
requiring a computer.  The CDMC Pastoral Letter will be read this week through our 
phone ministry. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


