
4th Sunday in Lent — Celtic Liturgy —
March 11th, 2018
Numbers 21:4-9; 
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22; 
Ephesians 2:1-10; 
John 3:14-21

1ST READING
The people came to Moses and said, "We have sinned by speaking against the Lord and against 
you; pray to the Lord to take away the serpents from us."  So Moses prayed for the people.  And 
the Lord said to Moses, "Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is 
bitten shall look at it and live."  So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and 
whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live. 

NUMBERS 21:7-9

2ND READING
But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us even when we were 
dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ - by grace you have been saved - 
and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, in 
Christ Jesus. 

EPHESIANS 2:4-6

PSALM107:1-3,17-22             p. 852

1  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, * and his mercy endures for ever.
2  Let all those whom the Lord has redeemed proclaim * that he redeemed them from the  
 hand of the foe.
3  He gathered them out of the lands; * from the east and from the west, from the north and 
 from the south.
17  Some were fools and took to rebellious ways; * they were afflicted because of their sins.
18  They abhorred all manner of food * and drew near to death’s door.
19  Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, * and he delivered them from their distress.
20  He sent forth his word and healed them * and saved them from the grave.
21  Let them give thanks to the Lord for his mercy * and the wonders he does for his children.
22  Let them offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving * and tell of his acts with shouts of joy.

O God, the divine seeker, you are light to the lost, bread to the hungry, deliverance 
to the captive, healing to the sick, eternal vision to the dying, and harbour to every 
soul in peril.  Gather the wanderers from every corner of the world into the 
community of your mercy and grace, that we may eternally praise you for our 
salvation in Jesus Christ our Lord.

3RD READING
For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 
God - not the result of works, so that no one may boast.  For we are what he has made us, 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. 

EPHESIANS 2:5b-10



4TH READING
Jesus said, "Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted 
up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.  For God so loved the world that he gave 
his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him. 

JOHN 3:14-17 

5TH READING
“...For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be 
exposed.  But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that 
their deeds have been done in God." 

JOHN 3:20-21

___________________________________________________________________________________

Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might be saved through him.

When our son, Greg, and I were in seminary, an article in the London Free Press caught our 
attention.  It told the story about a young minister who was starting up a new congregation in a 
shopping mall.

At that time, laws were in force that prohibited retailing on Sundays.  So this was seen as a 
perfect fit.  The church would be open while the shops remained quiet.  Parking was not a 
problem either.

But there was more to this church that made it seem worth the effort to visit.  On his way in to 
officiate, the minister would stop at a variety store and purchase the latest issue of a newspaper.
He later told interviewing journalists that he would base his services on what was happening in 
the world that day.  That we saw as something unique and most relevant!

When we got to the mall, the first problem we encountered was finding the right entrance.  It 
was a good thing that we got there early.  We got our quota of daily exercise in our quest to find 
a door that would open to let us into the mall.  Once inside, the next challenge was in finding 
where the worship space was located.  More exercise!

After much power walking, we spotted the church service location and approached it.  It was 
well lit and modern.  The congregation seemed to be just under 30 people or so.

And… and there on the altar was a rolled up newspaper.  Why did we think that was so neat?
Because, if the Gospel doesn’t relate to the world in which we live, it is not going to attract 
much interest.  Most people will see it as irrelevant — and who could blame them?

The real test, of course, was to be in the service itself, including the preaching.  Greg and I, 
being super critical seminarians felt the service could have been better in this regard.  But in the 
long term, this man was on good footing with this approach to liturgy.  He went on to build a 
strong congregation and construct its own new worship space that I believe is still in operation.  
That is noteworthy, as congregations were beginning to decline at that time.
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Now things have become so aggravated that we do not have the luxury of preaching passive 
sermons.  We need to speak out and inform people of what the Gospel has to say about stressful 
situations as we become aware of them.  Strong issues about how we live on this earth with one 
another demand attention in what we do as church.  The events that now surround us these days 
are heightened in their impacts and in the dramatic way they come more immediately into our 
midst.  We are seeing things taking place that would have been unimaginable in earlier decades.
We can easily become distressed or numbed by what we hear, read and see.  We in church have 
to speak to what is happening and its potential impacts on everyday human lives.  We need to 
hear what the Gospel has to say to us in the here and now.

But as we have been reading in our Sunday scriptures, this is not new stuff!  Every day we see an 
increasing contrast between the way of Christ and the way of the world — the way of God and 
the way of scheming folk.  But it isn’t only on Sunday that this contrast comes onto our radar.

Enter Bishop Terry!  As most of you know, Bp. Terry is leading a Bible Study during Lent.  And 
guess what.  The readings Terry has chosen make it absolutely clear that since early Biblical 
times, not much has changed when it comes to human nature.  The same kind of nonsense was 
going on!  The journey Terry has taken us on shows the same choices were available to people in 
ancient times as in our contemporary times.  There is the way of forced power & conflict, and 
the way of God.  Put another way - there is the way of death and the way of life.  We don’t 
usually think of things that way — but that is the way things are!

And deep down, as we hear of various events, we recognize the difference between people of 
chaotic agendas and those people who are sources of love and healing.  What is so important in 
all of this is that God makes it very clear that we do have choices to make — choices that we 
freely are to make on our own — choices that involve some important questions:

Who do we want to be?
How are we to react to the pressures of world events?
Are we here to add to the confusion?
Are we here to just go along for the ride?
Or do we believe in the way of Christ?

When we say that we believe in Jesus, what does that mean to us?
Does that simply mean that we agree that a person named Jesus actually walked the 
earth?
Does it mean that we also think that he truly was a healer?
In addition, do we agree that he gave great sermons and was a great teacher?

All of these and much more can be aspects of believing in Jesus.

In this, there is one thing we should not overlook — one thing that ties it all together regarding 
Jesus and regarding the person who encounters Jesus.  You see ‘belief in’ encompasses 
acceptance of who Christ was/is and our desire to follow his ways.  This includes his love of 
people and all that proceeds and radiates from that love.  It means seeing love as the priority 
factor in all of our relationships and encounters with other people.  For that is what Jesus was 
and is — a reflection of who God is!
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And that leads us to the profound words of John 3:16-17:  
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.  Indeed, God did not send 
the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through him. 

Remember my thoughts on the choices we are to make in life?  May our choice be with the one 
who loves this world and is set on saving it.
Choose Christ.
Choose life.
Choose the way of God and seek to live it!
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