
21st Sunday after Pentecost   — Celtic Tradition —  
November 3rd, 2019 
2 Thessalonians 1: 3-4 
Psalm 119:137-144;  
2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 
Luke 19:1-3 
Luke 19:4-6 
Luke 19:8-10 

FIRST READING 
We must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters, as is right, because your faith is 
growing abundantly, and the love of every one of you for one another is increasing.  Therefore 
we ourselves boast of you among the churches of God for your steadfastness and faith during all 
your persecutions and the afflictions that you are enduring.  

2 Thessalonians 1: 3-4 

PSALM 119:137-144          
137  You are righteous, O Lord, * and upright are your judgements. 
138  You have issued your decrees * with justice and in perfect faithfulness. 
139  My indignation has consumed me, * because my enemies forget your words. 
140  Your word has been tested to the uttermost, * and your servant holds it dear. 
141  I am small and of little account, * yet I do not forget your commandments. 
142  Your justice is an everlasting justice * and your law is the truth. 
143  Trouble and distress have come upon me, * yet your commandments are my delight. 
144  The righteousness of your decrees is everlasting; * grant me understanding, that I may live. 

Lord, you are just and your commandments are eternal.  Teach 
us to love you with all our heart and to love our neighbour as ourselves, 
for the sake of Jesus our Lord. 

SECOND READING 
To this end we always pray for you, asking that our God will make you worthy of his call and 
will fulfil by his power every good resolve and work of faith, so that the name of our Lord Jesus 
may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.           2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 

THIRD READING 
Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through it.  A man was there named Zacchaeus; he was a 
chief tax collector and was rich.  He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on account of the 
crowd he could not, because he was short in stature.     Luke 19:1-3 

FOURTH READING 
So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see him, because he was going to pass that 
way.  When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come 
down; for I must stay at your house today.”  So he hurried down and was happy to welcome 
him.  

Luke 19:4-6 



FIFTH READING 
All who saw it began to grumble and said, “He has gone to be the guest of one who is a sinner.” 
Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, “Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to 
the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as much.”  Then 
Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he too is a son of Abraham.  
For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.” 

Luke 19:7-10
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

“Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay at your house today.” 

Zacchaeus. 

There was a tax collector named Zacchaeus.  Rich, powerful, self-centred, wily, and more — 
you get the picture.  Oh, and did I mention his stature? — he was not tall.  So he was used to 
people looking down on him literally and symbolically for what he was as a person. 
Zacchaeus’ short comings actually may have helped him as he learned to function in a society 
that despised people like him.  He believed, like so many do today, that possessions could be a 
substitute for having a few friends or family members.  In fact, it sometimes may have seemed 
that having the right possessions could be more rewarding than a good human relationship. 

But both had their downsides. Physical valued items could need some attention from time to 
time —> like polishing or fixing broken parts or some other maintenance.  Also, one could be-
come bored with them after a while. 

And friends and family? 
In their love of us, they may say things we do not want to hear — things we need to hear for our 
own good.  Besides that, human relationships can be a two way street.  A close friend or relative 
might need help and support at the most inconvenient of times.  With Zacchaeus, there was no 
contest.  He opted for a life that rewarded him, however illicitly, with a big home and a lot of 
goodies to go with it.  After all, treasures never get angry or hurt feelings. 

Sometime ago, a woman came to me who was about to divorce her retired husband of many 
decades.  Why?  It seems that he bought a huge entertainment centre for their home.  It had a 
large screen tv, internet, a sub-woofer, tweeters and other enhancements that made it almost one 
of a kind. 

This woman quickly found that her husband could not pry himself away from this new prized 
possession.  He insisted that meals be brought to him and that his wife keep her mouth shut any 
time the centre was in use (which was most of the time).  This is only one example of how a pos-
session can falsely become more important than the really important people in one’s life. 

Getting back to Zacchaeus — yet for all of his weaknesses, he seemed to have an open and 
seeking mind.  He had heard of Jesus.  And Jesus was coming through town.  Zacchaeus wanted 
to know what the fuss was all about.  He had to see this man, Jesus, for himself.  Being short, 
Zacchaeus knew this was going to be a difficult task — one where he would have to take the ini-
tiative in seeking out Jesus. 
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The solution — climb up high on a sycamore tree!  Who would have ever guessed, though? 
By being able to see from a branch on this big tree, Zacchaeus quickly found that he was also 
easily seen by our Lord. 

“Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay at your house today.” 

Quickly came those important words of the call of Christ: 

“…come down; for I must stay at your house today” 

This call of Christ is not just one for that specific event for that specific person 2000 years ago. 
That is a call that is repeated over and over again for untold numbers of people every day! 

Just like other folk must find out along the way; Zacchaeus was being called to `come down` 
from putting first the attractions of the world.  He had relegated any love of people off to the   
periphery of his life somewhere out of sight.  Now, Zacchaeus was being called upon by name 
to bring Christ home to reside in his heart.  And like other people in today’s society, the         
imperfect Zacchaeus found out that he became even less popular for accepting Christ’s invita-
tion to come into the centre of his life.   

To other folk it looked like Zacchaeus was going to drag Jesus down into his despicable world. 
Observers believed that Zacchaeus would ruin Jesus’ reputation — for in that day, people were 
rigidly judged by the company they kept.  The optics for the image of Jesus were not good, if he 
indeed stayed with Zacchaeus, a sinner. 

But the townsfolk were not getting the essence of what was actually taking place.  Rather than 
ruining Jesus’ standing in the eyes of others, Zacchaeus became transformed for the better in his 
encounter with Christ.  He freely pledged to do more than just make amends for old sins! 
Zacchaeus’ encounter with Christ left him with a new beginning in life.  He became a new man. 
This is what Jesus offers his people — new beginnings. 

Consider for a moment what the impact would have been if instead, Jesus decided to shun and 
criticize Zacchaeus!  Zacchaeus would have never come into true light.  He would have never 
been transformed.  There would have been a growing emptiness in his obsession with posses-
sions.  Life would never have become as fulfilling.  Coming down from that sycamore tree did 
more to lift Zacchaeus’ life up than any other thing in his life. 

And what about our lives? 
Where are our priorities? 

Jesus wants us to know that love is the key — love of God and love of our neighbour.  As corrupt 
as Zacchaeus was, Jesus let nothing get in the way of his love of him as a child of God. 
Clearly, some people do not invite our love.  But may we be appropriately responsive to others 
who do.  For as it says at the end of today’s readings: 
… the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost. 

A better world awaits. 
Praise be to our loving God.
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