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August 2nd, 2020 — Ninth Sunday after Pentecost —  
Genesis  32:22-31; Psalm 17:1-7, 16;  

Romans 9:1-5; Matthew 14:13-21  

Dear Friends, 
As people who plan conventions and people who go to conventions know, life 
does not always go smoothly.  As hard as we may try, things sometimes do not go 
according to our hopes.   High expectations are built on who are the speakers or 
presenters.  Important also for a lot of people, are the delegates who skip the 
proceedings and hang out in the lobby and hallways, learning from one another.  

Everyone hopes to attend these functions with a relaxed and open mind.  But the 
dramas of life do not always guarantee a continued light-hearted mood.  Things 
happen in the real world that can significantly distract us.  Major family events in 
particular can be distracting; whether tragic or joyful.  If such a situation arises 
one’s desire is usually to be able to leave the convention to go and support the 
family as they deal with what may have just happened.  But this is not always 
possible.  The next best thing for some folk is to try to be alone with one’s thoughts 
and prayers. 

So it was with Jesus.  Word had just reached him about the beheading of John the 
Baptist.  Yes, Jesus wanted to be alone.  He went out in a boat to a secluded spot 
and…  Did he rest?  was he able to collect his thoughts?  was he able to wrap his 
emotions around this awful news?  None of above! 

Jesus looked up to the shore to find over 5000 people looking right back at him.  So 
what did our Lord do?  Did he run or paddle as fast as he could and leave the 
people behind?  Did he say that he needed his privacy at a time like this?   

With Jesus, we can depend on him to do what love would have demanded!  In this 
case, there were two things based on his love of these people.  It was suggested by 
the disciples that he send the people away to get fed in a nearby village settlement.  
But Jesus resisted this suggestion.  Firstly, out of compassion, Christ healed the sick 
in the crowd.  Secondly, he took what little food there was and multiplied it to feed 
everyone and have leftovers.   

How many have noticed how elements of Jesus’ stories can be taken also as 
allegories?  Yes, here we are invited to consider how Jesus also was using the loaves 
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and fishes as metaphors for nourishment for the soul.  Consider how Jesus felt, 
having just been confronted with an extreme case of evil in the brutal death of his 
cousin, John the Baptist.  He no doubt also saw the need to fill the hunger in the 
hearts of those gathered for the love and wisdom of God.  These people were ready 
to be nourished amply with life-changing food.   

Jesus had much to say to them.  They were being introduced to the  Good News of 
a new way of living.  And as much as Jesus was able to share much with the men, 
women and children, there was not time to share all there was and is to know.  For 
indeed, Jesus was steering these folk away from the ways that lead to death to a way 
of living that leads to abundant life.  If Herod had changed his way of living, John 
the Baptist’s life would not have ended as it did.  In a similar way, much pain and 
disappointment could/can be avoided by living the new life in Christ. 

It was quite a feast fulfilling those gathered.  And yet, there was still more to hear.  
Symbolically, the baskets were not empty at the end of the day.  There was more to 
hear; more to learn; more to share!  It is my guess that those who came received far 
more than they ever anticipated.  I believe that their minds were filled with new 
thoughts of new possibilities. 

But of course it all doesn’t end there.   For we also can benefit with the words of 
Jesus and the love upon which they are based.  Life is complicated.  The message of 
Christ is like no other.  May we seek him out and receive the wisdom of God.  
God’s blessing be upon you and all those you love. 

——————————————————————————- 

Morning Prayer services officiated by Lay Reader, Ginny Schleihauf are offered 
monthly for the people of CDMC.  Ginny does a wonderful job of officiating. 

Here’s the link: https://youtu.be/QCpCTGJxkKc     

Our sincere thanks go to Ginny for officiating; The Rev’d Raymond Hodgson and 
Nicole Grieve for technical support; The Rev’d Greg Jenkins and the people of      
St. Alban’s for the Wednesday evening and Sunday services.  We would appreciate 
your feedback on the online worship services offered through Canon Davis 
Memorial Church.  

You are invited to go each Sunday and/or Wednesday to the link:  

https://youtu.be/QCpCTGJxkKc


 tinyurl.com/StAlbans-CDMC 

That is the link to St. Alban’s Anglican Church in Burnaby B.C.  Follow the 
instructions.  You will find links to the Rev’d Greg Jenkins officiating at an Anglican 
church service with a children’s focus, church music, readings, prayers and a 
sermon.  If you are also interested in joining their weekly Bible Study, contact    
Rev. Greg at revgregjenkins@gmail.com    He will be more than happy to be in 
touch about joining in with their group by ZOOM. I hope you will find these 
services help to deepen your faith. 

NEW THIS WEEK.  We are joining with many parishes in our deanery in providing 
telephone support to our members and friends.  This support is designed to keep us 
up to date, while not requiring a computer. The CDMC Pastoral Letter will be read 
this week through our phone ministry 

Allow for a slight pause after you press each requested number on your phone dial.   
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