
Canon Davis Memorial Church
February 14, 2016 — 1st In Lent — Deuteronomy 26:1-2; 

Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16; Romans 10:8B-13; Luke 4:1-13
______________________________________________________
First Reading 
1God spoke all these words: 2I am the Lord your God, who brought you 
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 3you shall have no 
other gods before me.  4You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether 
in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth 
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.  5You shall not bow 
down to them or worship them;

Exodus 20:1-5a
Second Reading
18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God.  19For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the 
discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”  20Where is the one who is wise?  Where is the 
scribe?  Where is the debater of this age?  Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?  
21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, 
through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe.   

 I Corinthians 1:18-21

PSALM 19:9-14
9  The fear of the Lord is clean and endures for ever; * the judgements of the Lord are true and righteous 
 altogether.
10  More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, * sweeter far than honey, than honey 
 in the comb.
11  By them also is your servant enlightened, * and in keeping them there is great reward.
12  Who can tell how often he offends? * cleanse me from my secret faults.
13  Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over me; * then shall I be 
 whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense.
14  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart  be acceptable in your sight, * O Lord, my 
 strength and my redeemer.

Third Reading
22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a 
stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews 
and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.  25For God’s foolishness is wiser 
than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

1 Corinthians 1:22–25

Fourth Reading 
13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.  14In the temple he found 
people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables.  
15Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle.  
He also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16He told those 
who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here!  Stop making my Father’s house a 
marketplace!” 17His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will 
consume me.”               

 John 2:13–17



Fifth Reading
18The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?”  19Jesus answered 
them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.”  20The Jews then said, “This 
temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?”  
21But he was speaking of the temple of his body.  22After he was raised from the dead, his 
disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that 
Jesus had spoken. 

John 2:18–22 

___________________________________________________________________________________

“Take these things out of here!  Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!”

You may remember how in Isaiah God is quoted as saying that God was more interested in 
justice than sacrificed animals.

It goes like this: 
11What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? says the Lord; I have had enough of burnt-
offerings of rams and the fat of fed beasts; I do not delight in the blood of bulls, or of lambs, or 
of goats.  When you come to appear before me, who asked this from your hand?  Trample my 
courts no more; bringing offerings is futile; incense is an abomination to me.  New moon and 
sabbath and calling of convocation — I cannot endure solemn assemblies with iniquity.  Your 
new moons and your appointed festivals my soul hates; they have become a burden to me, I am 
weary of bearing them.  When you stretch out your hands, I will hide my eyes from you; even 
though you make many prayers, I will not listen; your hands are full of blood.  Wash yourselves; 
make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your doings from before my eyes; cease to do evil, 
learn to do good; seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for the widow. 

That did not sound like an strong endorsement for sacrifices and some other valued traditions in 
the eyes of God.  But I think it helps to put things into perspective about the story of Jesus 
overturning the merchant tables in front of the Temple in Jerusalem.

On the surface of things, one can look at this as a bit of an overreaction.  Indeed a scriptural 
quote implies this when the disciples note it was said that, “Zeal for your house will consume 
me.”  Jesus really seemed to be worked up about what was going on at the Temple.

Yet, the practise had its practical side of sorts.  Worshippers to the Temple were required to bring  
animals for sacrifice by the Temple priests.  The problem was that some of these people came 
from great distances and even other nations.  There was only one Temple.  But to come a long 
distance while carrying doves, or sheep or cattle was not very practical.  In fact, it would not 
only be difficult, it could be dangerous.  Not only that, the animals would have to be fed and 
watered along the way.  That would mean more goods would have to be carried along the 
journey.

So where there is a need, there can also be a business opportunity.  The first 3 rules of real estate 
and retailing are, Location, Location, Location.  High visibility would have been seen as a must 
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in locating the merchant booths.  In addition to supplying animals for sacrifice, there were also 
those merchants who were in the business of money exchange. Currencies from a wide number 
of jurisdictions were brought to the Temple site.  These often had to be changed to make 
purchases from local merchants and to be used at the Temple.

So how could all of this be easily handled?  The ideal location for exposure would be to use a 
part of the Temple site.  But where?  The men’s courtyard would never do.  It was used for 
worship.  The women’s courtyard also would not do for the same reason.  What else was there?
How about the court of the Gentiles?  It didn’t get the intense use of the other courtyards.  There 
was no requirement for them to worship at the Temple.  So how could there be any problem? — 
Right?

And so the Temple officials approved the use of the Court of the Gentiles for the setting up of 
merchant booths.  Way to go, guys!  There was also the added benefit of some newly found 
revenues for the Temple.  For each space was leased by the Temple to each individual merchant.
It sounded like a win win situation.  And for a long time it seemed to work out ok.

But what about the Gentiles?  Did they instead wander over to worship with the Jews?  No.  If 
caught doing this, they would be subject to the death penalty.

Enter Jesus.  It wasn’t that he was upset about these businesses existing.  He didn’t want to shut 
them down forever.  What he did desire was for the businesses to cease operation on dedicated 
sacred ground.  If these merchants were doing business across the street from the Temple 
property, Jesus would have left them alone.  What also wasn’t right was that the Temple officials 
were making money on Temple requirements.  For with the purchase of every dove, sheep or 
cow a portion of the revenue was passed on to the Temple.  Day in and day out, the Temple 
budget was receiving funds not at arms length.  This infuriated our Lord!

What is interesting to me about this is the implied focus of Jesus’ concern — Gentiles.  You have 
often heard me speak of all of God’s children being all people, everywhere.  There are some 
Christians who have a problem with that concept.  Some think God is only concerned about 
confessing Christians.

Well, the ancient Jewish outlook was similar.  They were the chosen people of God.  Yes, they 
were happy to have converts.  But the greater population of Gentiles were seen mainly as 
‘others’.  And that didn’t bother too many folk on either side.  But Jesus saw it differently.
Gentiles were God’s children too.  They had a right to worship at the Temple.  And the desire for 
money and an expedient business opportunity led to the Gentiles being pushed off of their 
rightful space.

Jesus was indeed more interested in mercy and justice than in revenues and marketing logistics.
When one is all about love, what one sees as being important changes — changes a lot.  Jesus 
reflects the loving mind of God. We are called to see, to listen, to learn.  A whole new world 
awaits.

Thanks be to God.
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