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A READING FROM THE BOOK OF JEREMIAH
Now the word of the Lord came to me saying, “Before I 
formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were 
born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the 
nations.”  Then I said, “Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not know how 
to speak, for I am only a boy.”  But the Lord said to me, “Do 
not say, ‘I am only a boy’; for you shall go to all to whom I 
send you, and you shall speak whatever I command you, Do 
not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you, says 
the Lord.”  Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my 
mouth; and the Lord said to me, “Now I have put my words in 
your mouth.  See, today I appoint you over nations and over 
kingdoms, to pluck up and to pull down, to destroy and to 
overthrow, to build and to plant.”

Jeremiah 1:4-10

Psalm 71:1-6                     pg 794

1  In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; * let me never be ashamed.
2  In your righteousness, deliver me and set me free; * incline your ear to me and save me.
3  Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe; * you are my  crag and my stronghold.
4  Deliver me, my God, from the hand of the wicked, * from the clutches of the evildoer and 
 the oppressor.
5  For you are my hope, O Lord God, * my confidence since I was young.
6  I have been sustained by you ever since I was born; from my mother’s womb you have been my 
 strength; * my praise shall be always of you.

Holy God, be our strength and our salvation, that we may never be ashamed to praise you for 
your mighty acts.  We ask this through Jesus Christ.

A READING FROM THE LETTER TO THE HEBREWS
You have not come to something that can be touched, a blazing fire, and darkness, and gloom, and a 
tempest, and the sound of a trumpet, and a voice whose words made the hearers beg that not another 
word be spoken to them.  (For they could not endure the order that was given, “If even an animal 
touches the mountain, it shall be stoned to death.” Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, 
“I tremble with fear.”)  But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, and to the assembly of the firstborn 
who are enrolled in heaven, and to God the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made 
perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better 
word than the blood of Abel.  See that you do not refuse the one who is speaking; for if they did not 
escape when they refused the one who warned them on earth, how much less will we escape if we 
reject the one who warns from heaven!  At that time his voice shook the earth; but now he has 
promised, “Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heaven.”  This phrase, “Yet once 
more,” indicates the removal of what is shaken – that is, created things – so that what cannot be 
shaken may remain.  Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us give 
thanks, by which we offer to God an acceptable worship with reverence and awe; for indeed our God 
is a consuming fire.

Hebrews 12:18-29



THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO LUKE
Now he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath.  And just then there appeared a 
woman with a spirit that had crippled her for eighteen years.  She was bent over and was quite unable 
to stand up straight.  When Jesus saw her, he called her over and said, “Woman, you are set free from 
your ailment.”  When he laid his hands on her, immediately she stood up straight and began praising 
God. But the leader of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had cured on the sabbath, kept saying 
to the crowd, “There are six days on which work ought to be done; come on those days and be cured, 
and not on the sabbath day.”  But the Lord answered him and said, “You hypocrites!  Does not each of 
you on the sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the manger, and lead it away to give it water?  And 
ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen long years, be set free 
from this bondage on the sabbath day?”  When he said this, all his opponents were put to shame; and 
the entire crowd was rejoicing at all the wonderful things that he was doing.

Luke 13:10-17

________________________________________________________________________________________

And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen long 
years, be set free from this bondage on the sabbath day?”

Clergy are called to be sources of inspiration to all who would hear them.  But there are times when 
some of us may be just the opposite.  This is not by our being purposefully negative.  It just emerges as 
a byproduct of emphasizing the wrong thing at the wrong time.  We have all done it.  In fact, I suspect 
that we have all done it more often than we may be aware.

Enter today’s Gospel story.  I actually have some sympathy for the poor unthinking Rabbi.  He has been 
carefully trained in the letter of the law — the letter of much of what we now call the Old Testament.
He probably could quote chapter and verse on any subject.  He would have delighted in how well the 
words have been preserved by the scribes.  No alterations were or are allowed.  Any commentary was 
reserved to the margins where notes would not to be confused with scripture.

With such training and understanding, the Rabbi’s words could be relied upon.  No matter what the 
religious subject, the Rabbi knew!  So it was until that day when that Rabbi was with Jesus in the 
synagogue.  Jesus was teaching when the unexpected happened.  Into everyone’s midst a lady crippled 
with what appears to have been a form of spinal arthritis walked entered.

How does our Lord react?  Does he keep on teaching?  Does he avoid eye contact?  Does he glance 
away, pretending she really isn’t there?

Quite the opposite.  Without her saying a word.  Without this woman uttering any request to be 
acknowledged.  With no apparent intent to disrupt — she found herself being called over by Jesus.  Yes 
out of compassion for her, Jesus made the first move.  To quote: When Jesus saw her, he said, “Woman, 
you are set free from your ailment.”  When he laid his hands on her, immediately she stood up straight 
and began praising God.

Everyone saw Jesus had healed her.  She immediately proclaimed her praises to God.  Yes, joy had 
entered this synagogue.  What a happy event in such a happy place!  The grip of evil had been broken.
God was alive, loving and active for this woman who had been crippled for 18 years.  Indeed God was 
alive, loving and active for everyone to see.  Is it any wonder that there was rejoicing among all who 
were there?  Well……, all but one person, that is.
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You guessed it.  Our poor Rabbi found himself troubled that Jesus’ action of love and mercy was not in 
conformity with his literal view of what scripture, therefore God, says would be right and proper.
You see — the healing took place on the Sabbath Day — thus in the mind of the Rabbi, it was 
forbidden!

In response, Jesus was without mercy when it came to the Rabbi.  For openers, he called him a 
hypocrite.  Why?  Jesus reminded the Rabbi that acts of kindness for farm animals were permitted on 
the Sabbath.  Wouldn’t it make all the more sense for acts of compassion to be permitted, actually 
encouraged, for people on the Sabbath?  And when it comes right down to it — it was God who did 
the healing.  Did the Rabbi really think that God was making a horrible mistake?

There can be a part of us that wishes that right and wrong were always well defined and obvious.
How easy it would be in life if all of our choices were clearly laid out as being correct or incorrect.
But life is more challenging and open to more richness with the struggles we sometimes have in 
deciding how we are to act at times.

It should be no surprise for us to hear that humans have a tendency to sin.  The word ‘sin’ actually 
means to ‘miss the mark”.  We have all missed the mark at one time or another.  Some sins seem more 
obvious than others.  Some may seem to be dark and evil.  And the penalties for some sins are found in 
the impacts of the sins, themselves on the sinners.

But in this story we see another side of God’s view of sin.  To the Rabbi, the sin was in acting to heal 
the woman on a Sabbath.  His reaction to the sin was to point it out and decry it.  But ironically, in 
reacting as he did to the sin he was sure he was observing, this Rabbi in turn was sinning.  He was 
missing the mark big time!

He was reacting with his intellect, not his heart.  He lost the Godly & human dimensions of what was 
taking place.  He never let love enter the picture.  He expressed no sense of compassion.  He could 
not see what the crowd of ordinary folk were seeing.  He failed to enter into their widespread 
rejoicing.

God wants us to love one another.  God sent Jesus to bring a new commandment that we love one 
another as Christ loves us.  All of scripture and the law are founded on love.  If we do not grasp the 
love intended by scripture, we are not getting at the real meaning of what it is actually saying.  Often 
we need be not so concerned about the sins of others as how to lovingly react to those sins.

It is often observed that God frequently brings good out of bad situations.  It should be no surprise that 
God expects us to do likewise.  Our purpose in life is not in jumping on and be constantly critical of 
the faults of others.    We are here to love one another as we become peacemakers.

Who among us doesn’t see the need to bring more love and peace into the world?  Who is to do it?
Are we to wait around for someone else to be an instrument of love?  I don’t think so.  So who is to 
make the first move?   Remember, we are all called by God.  It all begins with us!
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