
SUNDAY OF THE PASSION /PALM SUNDAY
March 25th, 2018
John 12:12-16; 
Psalm 118:1-2,19-29 
Isaiah 50:4-9A; 
Psalm 31:9-16; 
Philippians 2:5-11; 
Mark 14:1 - 15:47 

LITURGY OF THE PALMS
Gospel Reading
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to John
The next day the great crowd that had come to the festival heard that Jesus was coming to 
Jerusalem.  So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, shouting, "Hosanna!  
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord — the King of Israel!"  Jesus found a 
young donkey and sat on it; as it is written: "Do not be afraid, daughter of Zion. Look, your king 
is coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt!"  His disciples did not understand these things at first; but 
when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things had been written of him and 
had been done to him. 

JOHN 12:12-16 

Psalm 118:1-2,19-29
1  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; * his mercy endures for ever.
2  Let Israel now proclaim, * ”His mercy endures for ever.”
19  Open for me the gates of righteousness; * I will enter them; I will offer thanks to the Lord.
20  ”This is the gate of the Lord; * he who is righteous may enter.”
21  I will give thanks to you, for you answered me * and have become my salvation.
22  The same stone which the builders rejected * has become the chief cornerstone.
23  This is the Lord’s doing, * and it is marvellous in our eyes.
24  On this day the Lord has acted; * we will rejoice and be glad in it.
25  Hosannah, Lord, hosannah! * Lord, send us now success.
26  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord; * we bless you from the house of the 
 Lord.
27  God is the Lord; he has shined upon us; * form a procession with branches up to the 
 horns of the altar.
28  ”You are my God, and I will thank you; * you are my God, and I will exalt you.”
29  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; * his mercy endures for ever.

Holy and mighty God, your Son’s triumph over sin and death has opened to us the 
gate of eternal life. Purify our hearts that we may follow where he has gone and 
share in the radiance of his glory.  We ask this for the sake of our risen Lord.  Amen.



LITURGY OF THE PASSION

1st Reading
A Reading from the Book of Isaiah
The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary 
with a word.  Morning by morning he wakens, wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught.  
The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward.  I gave my 
back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide 
my face from insult and spitting.  The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; 
therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; he who 
vindicates me is near.  Who will contend with me?  Let us stand up together.  Who are my 
adversaries?  Let them confront me.  It is the Lord God who helps me — who will declare me 
guilty? 

ISAIAH 50:4-9A

PSALM 31:9-16               p. 365  BCP

9  Thou hast not shut me up into the hand of the enemy; /but hast set my feet in a broad 
 place.
10  HAVE mercy upon me, O LORD, for I am in trouble, / and mine eye is consumed for very 
 heaviness; yea, my soul and my body.
11  For my life is waxen old with sorrow, / and my years with  mourning.
12  My strength faileth me because of my adversity, / and my bones are consumed.
13  I am become a reproach because of all mine enemies, / and especially unto my 
 neighbours;
14  And they of mine acquaintance are afraid of me; / and they that see me in the street flee 
 from me.
15  I am clean forgotten, as a dead man out of mind; / I am become like a broken vessel.
16  For I have heard the whispering of the multitude, and fear is on every side; / while they 
 conspire together against me, and plot to take away my life.

2nd Reading
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the 
form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled 
himself and became obedient to the point of death even death on a cross. Therefore God also 
highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

PHILIPPIANS 2:5-11
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Gospel Reading
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to Mark
JESUS BEFORE PILATE —
 As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and scribes 
and the whole council.  They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate.  Pilate 
asked him, ‘Are you the King of the Jews?’  He answered him, ‘You say so.’  Then the chief priests 
accused him of many things.  Pilate asked him again, ‘Have you no answer?  See how many 
charges they bring against you.’  But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was amazed.  

PILATE HANDS JESUS OVER TO BE CRUCIFIED —
 Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom they asked.  
Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had committed murder during 
the insurrection.  So the crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do for them according to his 
custom.  Then he answered them, ‘Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?’  For 
he realized that it was out of jealousy that the chief priests had handed him over.  But the chief 
priests stirred up the crowd to have him release Barabbas for them instead.  Pilate spoke to them 
again, ‘Then what do you wish me to do with the man you call the King of the Jews?’  They 
shouted back, ‘Crucify him!’  Pilate asked them, ‘Why, what evil has he done?’  But they shouted 
all the more, ‘Crucify him!’  So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them; 
and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified.

THE SOLDIERS MOCK JESUS —
 Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the governor’s 
headquarters); and they called together the whole cohort.  And they clothed him in a purple 
cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on him.  And they began saluting 
him, ‘Hail, King of the Jews!’  They struck his head with a reed, spat upon him, and knelt down 
in homage to him.  After mocking him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own 
clothes on him.  
Then they led him out to crucify him.

THE CRUCIFIXION OF JESUS —
  They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his cross; it 
was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus.  Then they brought Jesus to the place 
called Golgotha (which means the place of a skull).  And they offered him wine mixed with 
myrrh; but he did not take it. And they crucified him, and divided his clothes among them, 
casting lots to decide what each should take.  It was nine o’clock in the morning when they 
crucified him.  The inscription of the charge against him read, ‘The King of the Jews.’  And with 
him they crucified two bandits, one on his right and one on his left.  Those who passed by 
derided him, shaking their heads and saying, ‘Aha!  You who would destroy the temple and build 
it in three days, save yourself, and come down from the cross!’  In the same way the chief 
priests, along with the scribes, were also mocking him among themselves and saying, ‘He saved 
others; he cannot save himself.  Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, come down from the cross 
now, so that we may see and believe.’  Those who were crucified with him also taunted him.
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THE DEATH OF JESUS —
  When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon.  At 
three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?’  which means, 
‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’  When some of the bystanders heard it, they 
said, ‘Listen, he is calling for Elijah.’  And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on 
a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, ‘Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him 
down.’ Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last.  And the curtain of the temple was torn 
in two, from top to bottom. Now when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this 
way he breathed his last, he said, ‘Truly this man was God’s Son!’ 

MARK 15:1-39

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

And they began saluting him, ‘Hail, King of the Jews!’  They struck his head with a 
reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in homage to him.  After mocking him, they 
stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him.  Then they led 
him out to crucify him.

As many of you know, Bp. Terry Dance has been doing a Bible Study Thursday evenings in our 
Deanery.  They have been very well attended.

Many people still have a keen interest in the Bible and what it means to us as folk in the 
complicated world of the 21st century.  So even when churches are closing due to poor 
attendance, we find that there are people who are not ready to give up on knowing what is 
going on with us as people and going on in our relationship with God.  People can assume a lot 
about what God is all about in our lives.  But in one’s quest, it is good to make sure that the 
wisdom found in scripture is not ignored; rather that it be taken into account.

The Bible is an ancient book.  So it is no wonder that it is viewed as irrelevant by more than a 
few people.  But when one reads much of what is found in the old and new testaments; it 
becomes clear that the Bible is for all people in all eras of history.

Terry’s approach to this was by his taking the time to show the inter-connections with passages 
from Isaiah and those of the New Testament.  Importantly for us, Bp. Terry focused on the 
readings for Palm Sunday and the Passion.  More than that, he branched out to relate the Palm 
Sunday readings with other New Testament events that were very much interrelated.  By doing 
this, Terry was able to present a big picture about was going on; the reasons for it; and how it 
relates to our times.

And this brings us to why scripture can be so relevant.  As one reads these ancient texts, one 
begins to recognize certain traits and patterns of activity.  Why?  Because they are familiar!  We 
recognize them because we have maybe even been a part of them ourselves.

- 4 -



Bottom line: we may dress differently; we may have different technology; our language sounds 
different and have other differences large and small — but we are still by and large the same.
Human nature remains much as it was thousands of years ago!  And indeed, the story of the 
Palms and the Passion is one example among many of how flawed human nature can become.
Also, we see the opposite — the kindness and compassion that people are capable of offering to 
our battered world.  What is particularly bothersome to me is the way that those who are strong 
and in power positions use their advantage against others in life.

I am going to start with an observation that has been made about how judgments are often 
made.  We often think of judges holding courts and pronouncing guilt or no guilt, and any 
sentences to be served.  Similarly, scriptural images persist of Jesus holding court and 
pronouncing guilt by separating the sheep from the goats, for example.  But when we think 
about it, judgment can also come by people being compared to the goodness of Christ.  I think 
there is some merit to this view.  For that is what we are seeing, in my opinion, with Jesus and 
those who bent on convicting him to suffer and to die.

The contrast between Jesus and his accusers and executioners is dramatic in the extreme.  His 
accusers want the death penalty for him, interestingly because of its finality.  Christ’s accusers 
look forward to never having to put up with him again.  None of them is contemplating 
resurrection.  Gone and out of sight, forever, seemed like a good option for the high priests and 
all.

Why are they going to such extreme measures?  Jesus, innocent to the core, never hurt any of 
them.  He roamed the countryside preaching to whoever would listen.  He had a small rag-tag 
group of folk travelling with him.  He had no weapons, armies or war-chests.  In summary, he 
was a physical threat to no one.

Yet, those of the establishment seemed to fear him most.  Why?  Because he loved people; spoke 
the truth; was kind to everyone; knew God; revealed God’s wisdom; and healed the sick — 
because of these and more, Jesus became reviled by establishment folk.  Why?  Because they 
were just the opposite in their outlook and actions.  The may have looked professional on the 
outside — but they were something else on the inside — and deep down, they knew it — deep 
down it bothered them.  Every time they heard of Jesus’ activities or heard he was in the 
neighbourhood, these folk were reminded how far short they measured up against the perfection 
of Jesus.

What is particularly disturbing are the occasions where we read of excessive brutality — 
brutality that serves no purpose other than to instil more fear.  We hear again, just a portion of 
what was done to our Lord:

And they began saluting him, ‘Hail, King of the Jews!’  They struck his head with a 
reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in homage to him.  After mocking him, they 
stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him.  Then they led 
him out to crucify him.

Isn’t it interesting that these powerful soldiers were not satisfied in killing Jesus by the horrible 
death of crucifixion — they had to harass and taunt him as well.  What in human nature drives 
people to be so unnecessarily cruel?  I do not know.  But the Bible confirms that these traits have 
been around for a very long time.
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Even today, we see appalling acts brought onto the weak by the powerful.  That is not who we 
are supposed to be.  God brings us a better alternative for living — life based on love, kindness, 
compassion, respect for human life and the quality of that life, justice and forgiveness.  That is 
who we are supposed to be — who we are to be as followers of Christ.  The world very much 
needs the light of Christ.  All we are called to do is live it.

Amen.
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