
— Earth Day — 
April 22-23, 2017

Genesis 1:27-28; 1:29-30; Psalm 8 1:31; 2:1-2; 
John 1:1-5

First Reading
27 So God created humankind in his image,
   in the image of God he created them;
   male and female he created them. 

28God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and 
subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over 
every living thing that moves upon the earth.’ 

Genesis 1:27-28

Second Reading
29God said, ‘See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, 
and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30And to every beast of the 
earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has 
the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.’ 

Genesis 1:29-30

Third Reading
And it was so. 31God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good.  And there 
was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

Genesis 1:31

Fourth Reading
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude.  2And on the seventh day 
God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that 
he had done.

Genesis 2:1-2

Psalm 8	 	 	 	 	 	 	 p.  711

1  Lord our governor, * how exalted is your name in all the  world!
2  Out of the mouths of infants and children * your majesty is praised above the heavens.
3  You have set up a stronghold against your adversaries, * to quell the enemy and the 
 avenger.
4  When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, * the moon and the stars you 
 have set in their courses,
5  What is man that you should be mindful of him? * the son of man that you should seek 
 him out?
6  You have made him but little lower than the angels; * you  adorn him with glory and 
 honour;
7  You give him mastery over the works of your hands; * you put all things under his feet;
8  All sheep and oxen, * even the wild beasts of the field,
9  The birds of the air, the fish of the sea, * and whatsoever walks in the paths of the sea.
10  O Lord our governor, * how exalted is your name in all the world!



Blessed are you, creator of heaven and earth; amid the immensity of the universe, 
you are mindful of us and seek us out.  Blessed are you for the gift of your Son, who 
humbled himself to share our life that we might be raised with him to glory and 
splendour. Blessed be your holy name, Father, Son, and         Holy Spirit, now and 
for ever.

Fifth Reading
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  2He was 
in the beginning with God.  3All things came into being through him, and without him not one 
thing came into being.  What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of 
all people.  5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

John 1:1-5

___________________________________________________________________________________

All things came into being through him,
 and without him not one thing came into being.

Our son, David had a T-shirt with a message for all to see emblazoned on it:  If you are not an 
engineer, what good are you?

In our family of artsies that message went over like a lead balloon! Can you imagine a world 
where everyone was of the same profession?

Stepping back earlier in time, most of the world was surprised with the announcement that 
Soviet engineers had put a satellite into orbit named Sputnik 1.  It may have been only the size 
of a grapefruit, but it changed the direction of history.  Certainly this was true in many ways, 
including the governmental message to all high school students and graduates:  Your future is to 
be found in science!

In response, massive numbers signed up for math and science courses.  They then went on to 
seek taking related majors at university.  The humanities and the arts were out — science was in!

That is, except for a young person named Ray.  At my age, I am sorry that I cannot recall Ray’s 
last name.  Now Ray was not a great student by most measures.  He especially struggled in 
math.  He loved science, but was not able to move beyond the math.  And math was critical to 
being effective in the science world.

So what did Ray do?  He signed up at MSU for Landscape Architecture and Urban Planning.
While the future seemed rather iffy in these fields, he at least would likely pass them and get his 
degree.

This proved to be right.  Ray did well, especially in urban planning, and began to notice 
something rather interesting and important.  Many of the former all-A students he knew in High 
School were struggling at university.   That’s right.  They had become C students.  Some even had 
D’s.  This was not something former A students would like to write home about.

What went wrong?  Many people were being told to do that which was not according to their 
individual natures.  To put it another way, we all have been given gifts or talents by God.  The 
danger was when these gifts were ignored and we tried to force something at odds with what 
was natural to us.  Each of you can do things well that I cannot — and I can do some things not 
able to be done by some others.  That is the way of God to make the world so it can work for all 
of us.
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Engineering and science were indeed seen to be important to identified national interests after 
the Sputnik surprise.  These areas of interest needed to be encouraged.  But they needed to be 
encouraged intelligently!  With the passage of time, things sorted themselves more rationally and 
people began to sense their own gifts and pursued them without overt interference.

This is Earth Day in Canada.  One thing common to all of us is that we not only share this planet 
earth with billions of folk — we are dependent on it in order to live.  Put another way:  as the 
ancient Celtic Christians knew, we depend on the earth for our physical bodies to live and 
thrive.  One would think that we would be doing all in our power to all use our God given gifts 
to make sure our earth is able to continue to support a world life balance.

For the past several years there has been some disagreement about this.  However, agreement on 
the importance of a well-cared for earth has been growing.  That is, until only a few months ago.
The winds of change are upon us and new forces are at play in human circles which advocate a 
differing view concerning how we treat God’s earth.

Some want to get more out of the earth, regardless of the need for the earth to have its natural 
needs protected and insured.  We hear of the elimination and softening of environmental 
regulations.  Where a conflict takes place between the environment and business or the 
economy — the environment is increasingly expected to be the loser, regardless of how much 
damage is to be suffered by the earth. Even within some fringe corners of the Christian 
community we are hearing that we need not worry about the ecology because they assume God 
will repair any damage done by humanity.  They think this in spite of God’s call for people to be 
stewards of creation.  When God gave humanity the environment, the flora, the fauna of 
creation, the giving was all inclusive.  You see God implicitly also gave us responsibility for their 
ongoing well-being.  God’s intention was not to say, Here is a present for you.  Do what you will 
with it and I will pick up the pieces after you make a mess of things.

Mainline Christian denominations are in agreement about the importance of God’s gift of the 
world for people.  They see creation as a gift to insure our survival as peoples.  They seek to take 
action  —  sometimes co-operatively as through the World Council of Churches, Citizens for 
Public Justice, the Green Churches Network and other joint efforts.  Also, there are specific 
denominational efforts like the Primate’s World Relief fund of the Anglican Church of Canada.

Recent financial, policy and legal changes taking place nearby, intensify our concern for the 
future of the environment.  We wonder how we are to even begin to compensate for the 
expected resulting damage.  We only have to look at suggested funding cuts regarding the future 
of our Great Lakes to see the immediacy of what is taking place.

God has given us a world full of beauty and a world profoundly designed to meet our needs. We 
are asked to be stewards.  We have been given so much by God.  More than ever, we see the 
need for God’s children to give also.

Praise be to our living God, so generous in providing what has been graciously given to us.
May we honour God’s expressions of love in loving actions on our part.
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