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Proper 24 (29) — October 18, 2020  
Exodus 33:12-23 and Psalm 99  •  Isaiah 45:1-7 and  

Psalm 96:1-13 •  1 Thessalonians 1:1-10  •  Matthew 22:15-22 

Dear Friends, 
There are times when it seems that our lives are not our own.  It is not because we 
are under the control of a one on one supervisor.  No, we do not live in a 
dictatorship.  We may feel restricted because there can be impediments to 
exercising our freedom in trying to reach our potential.   

Enter the late Walter Wink.  Walter was a well respected theologian who has 
written over a dozen books — books mainly focusing on powers and principalities.  
These are the systems and institutions which dominate our societies.  We interact 
with them every day.  Many of us have worked for powers and principalities during 
our lifetimes.  We have all interacted with them.  More often than not, we have 
come to them for help. 

Often we receive the support we are seeking.  But not always!  As time goes along, 
we can experience various barriers going up, impeding the ability for a service or 
product to be received.  The price may go up.  Available supplies may have been 
reduced.  Certain new personal qualifications may have to be met — and so on.  
Not all of these may be necessary.  It is noted that these powers and principalities 
can take on a life of their own. 

Sometimes this can make the difference in whether one achieves their intended 
goals or not.  These types of situations occur everywhere around the planet in 
differing degrees.  The nature of these powers and principalities may vary from one 
geographic location to another. 

Walter Wink reduced the issue to what God is asking of us in these situations.  Are 
we to cry for the destruction of such entities?  Are we to add more and more 
regulations?  Are we to change to a whole new corporate structure system?  Are we 
to think up new systems and impose them on society? 

Today’s scripture lesson describes how Jesus defends paying taxes belonging to the 
emperor.  What Walter Wink noticed about this situation is that Jesus is not calling 
for the elimination of Caesar.  He is not calling for the elimination of the Roman 
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state.  He is not calling for the elimination of such structures at all.  In Wink’s view, 
what Jesus stands for is transformation.  The elimination of the structures of our 
society only may encourage replacements that are even worse.  But where does 
that leave us? 

So what are we are to do?  We are to encourage changes for the better.  How are 
we to do this as individual people?  It is well for us to remember that we are not 
acting on our own as we work for a better world.  We have help, powerful help.  As 
the Apostle Paul says to the Thessalonians,  …because our message of the gospel 
came to you not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full 
conviction… 

We have in our midst as Christians a way of living and relating to others that is life 
giving.  The more we share that in our daily movements in society, the greater the 
impacts on society alone.  We do not have to create spectacular events.  We are to 
work by giving living examples in word and in practice.  This we are to do in power 
and in the Holy Spirit. 

Along the way, people will notice and begin to try to improve how they work and 
serve as they work to promote greater freedom for those they serve.   

Who benefits?  We all do! 

God’s blessing be upon you and all those you love. 

——————————————————————————- 

You are invited to go each Sunday and/or Wednesday to the link:  
 tinyurl.com/StAlbans-CDMC 

That is the link to St. Alban’s Anglican Church in Burnaby B.C.  Follow the 
instructions.  You will find links to the Rev’d Greg Jenkins officiating at an Anglican 
church service with a children’s focus, church music, readings, prayers and a 
sermon.   

If you are also interested in joining their weekly Bible Study, contact Rev. Greg at 
revgregjenkins@gmail.com    He will be more than happy to be in touch about 
joining in with their group by ZOOM.  I hope you will find these services help to 
deepen your faith. 
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——————————————————————————- 

We are joining with many parishes in our deanery in providing telephone support 
to our members and friends.  This support is designed to keep us up to date, while 
not requiring a computer.  The CDMC Pastoral Letter will be read this week through 
our phone ministry. 


