
 

       Canadian Thanksgiving 
       October 13th, 2019 
       Jeremiah 29:1, 4-6; 7 
       Psalm 66:1-11;  
       Luke 17:11-14; 15-19 

1ST READING  
These are the words of the letter that the prophet Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem to the remaining 
elders among the exiles, and to the priests, the prophets, and all the people, whom 
Nebuchadnezzar had taken into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. 

Jeremiah 29:1 

2ND  READING 
Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into exile from 
Jerusalem to Babylon: Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat what they produce.  
Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your daughters in 
marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease. 

Jeremiah 29:4-6 

PSALM 66:1-11                   p. 786 BAS 
1  Be joyful in God, all you lands; * sing the glory of  his name; sing the glory of his praise. 
2  Say to God, ”How awesome are your deeds! * because of your great strength your    
 enemies cringe before you. 
3  All the earth bows down before you, * sings to you, sings out your name” 
4  Come now and see the works of God, * how wonderful he is in his doing toward all   
 people. 
5  He turned the sea into dry land, so that they went  through the water on foot, * and there   
 we rejoiced  in him. 
6  In his might he rules for ever; his eyes keep watch  over the nations; * let no rebel rise up   
 against him. 
7  Bless our God, you peoples; * make the voice of his praise to be heard; 
8  Who holds our souls in life, * and will not allow our feet to slip. 
9  For you, O God, have proved us; * you have tried us just as silver is tried. 
10  You brought us into the snare; * you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 
11  You let enemies ride over our heads; we went through fire and water; * but you brought   
 us out into a place of refreshment.  

God of power and might, you bring your people out of darkness and slavery into  
light and freedom through the waters of salvation.  Receive our sacrifice of praise  
and thanksgiving, and keep us always in your steadfast love, through Jesus Christ  
our Lord. 

3RD READING 
But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its 
behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare. 

Jeremiah 29:7 



4TH THE READING 
On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria and Galilee.  As 
he entered a village, ten lepers approached him.  Keeping their distance, they called out, saying, 
“Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!”  When he saw them, he said to them, “Go and show 
yourselves to the priests.”  And as they went, they were made clean. 

Luke 17:11-14 

THE 5TH READING 
Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud 
voice.  He prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him.  And he was a Samaritan.  Then 
Jesus asked, “Were not ten made clean?  But the other nine, where are they?  Was none of them 
found to return and give praise to God except this Foreigner?”  Then he said to him, “Get up and 
go on your way; your faith has made you well.”                           Luke 17:15-19 

______________________________________________ 

But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray 
to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare. 

We are all exiles.  We all have been banished from places where we previously have resided. 
We have all left much behind where we can retrieve it no longer. Sometimes our going into exile 
has happened suddenly. But for most, the experience was so gradual that it hardly was noticed. 

And as we look around us, the last thing that would occur in our brains, would be the notion of 
us being in exile.  We are among familiar people.  We know our environment well.  Most of the 
people with whom we interact are familiar.  There is more of a sense of being home than a 
feeling of being forcibly separated.  Yet, if we listen, people frequently reminisce about life 
before their exile and their desire to return to worlds now denied to us — except in our 
memories; our imaginations.  We are sometimes invited to briefly glimpse where we once lived, 
through movies, books and story telling.  Well designed museums also may provide welcome, 
but limited escape into previous realties. 

Of what am I talking? I am referring to the world in which we existed in past years; past 
decades.  And to hear many of us talk; it was a fine world indeed. 

Not that there weren’t problems.  But somehow, to many, it is a world that is sorely missed. 
In the minds of countless people, we were more polite, more honest, more ethical, less 
controlling, more willing to lend a hand; etc.  There were more jobs; fresher air; less crowded 
roads; the oceans seemed to be more effective barriers between us and those who would like to 
conquer or destroy us.  Not only these things; but we believed the world to be so large that all 
that spewed from our industrial smokestacks and auto exhaust pipes was infinitesimal compared 
to the huge atmosphere into which it was being absorbed.  Nothing was impossible! 

But now we find ourselves exiled to the 21st century.  Much has changed.  Our level of 
confidence in the future has diminished.  As people of faith, we sometimes may feel like we 
don’t fit in with the majority of people.  Secularism is strong and gaining more strength. 
We hold onto our communities of worship.  We seek to be faithful. 
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But in a very real sense we seem to be living in another society, away from the one in which we 
used to live.  And as hard as we try, we find that we cannot go back to our former homeplace in 
another era. 

Yes, one the major forces of our time in the 21st century is the evolution and revolutions in 
technology.  But it is not the advances in technology alone that concern us.  There is something 
in the realm of the spiritual that needs to be taken seriously.  In the face of so much negativity in 
the media and among many in society, we see that it is easy to lose the best of what a positive 
spirit can provide.  But people do not speak much about spiritual matters.  Spirituality is 
regarded as a deep elusive subject, not often mentioned in conversation.  But our spirituality is 
something that we are invited by God to nurture. 

But how?  Scripture doesn’t seem to offer us any spiritual exercises or cures. —— Or maybe it 
does!  I am going to take us back for a return visit to today’s reading from Jeremiah. 

Listen to what God is saying.Listen to what God is really saying to us. 

…to all the exiles whom I have sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: 
Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat what they produce.  
Take wives and have sons and daughters; 

Notice that God is not encouraging God’s people to spend much time on recounting their woes. 
God is encouraging the Hebrews to settle in and become a contributing part of the Babylonian 
society.  Contributing to themselves by looking after their own needs —— and contributing to 
the Babylonian society, itself. 

All through what God is saying, there is a sense of intentional optimism.  Life is worth living, 
even in exile.  There is no reason to hold back.  So lift your spirits!  God has provided what is 
necessary for productive lives.  Be a thankful people! — even in exile  And in living productive 
lives, an example is set for others to follow.  It is a win-win situation. 

But there is more — more that I think is really important.  In exile, people can be ‘victims’ — or 
they can be seeds being planted for the benefit of a new future era.  Listen again, to Jeremiah. 

But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray 
to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare. 

Here, God is described as sending God’s people into the exile that seems so threatening.  Why 
would God do this?  Don’t we sometimes find ourselves in situations we initially don’t like, only 
to find that in the long run, we are happy for the experience?  But more than that, God’s people 
are to be a positive influence in their exile.  For they are to become concerned about the welfare 
of the greater society, as well as their own welfare.  God’s people are wisely called upon to 
become a people who work for the betterment of society by actually praying on the behalf of the 
people of the land of exile.  This may sound counter-intuitive, but when one thinks about it, it 
makes so much sense! 
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In Canada, in our exile in the 21st century, we have been given a land with great beauty, 
bountiful harvests and huge resources.  Even those who wish they could return from their exile 
back to earlier years, still have much potential if they are willing to work in the interests of 
society as a whole. 

It is the loving way to live. 

It is the life-giving way to live. 

We are ever thankful to our God for sharing God’s wisdom! 
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