
A READING FROM THE BOOK OF MICAH
You, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin 
is from of old, from ancient days.  Therefore he shall give them up until the 
time when she who is in labour has brought forth; then the rest of his 
kindred shall return to the people of Israel.  And he shall stand and feed 
his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord 
his God.  And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends 
of the earth; and he shall be the one of peace.

Micah 5:2-5A

Psalm 80                        pg. 813
1  Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * shine forth, you that are 
 enthroned upon the cherubim.
2  In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * stir up your strength and come 
 to help us.
3  Restore us, O God of hosts; * show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
4  O Lord God of hosts, * how long will you be angered despite the prayers of your people?
5  You have fed them with the bread of tears; * you have given them bowls of tears to drink.
6  You have made us the derision of our neighbours, * and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
7  Restore us, O God of hosts; * show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ, our good shepherd; you have led us to the kingdom 
of your Father’s love. Forgive our careless indifference to your loving care for all 
your creatures, and remake us in the likeness of your new and risen life.  We ask 
this in your name.

A READING FROM THE LETTER TO THE HEBREWS
When Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, but a 
body you have prepared for me; in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure.  
Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ (in the scroll of the book it is written 
of me).”   When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and 
offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings”
(these are offered according to the law), then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.”  He 
abolishes the first in order to establish the second.  And it is by God’s will that we have been 
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

Hebrews 10:5-10
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The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ According to Luke
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she 
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.  When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, 
the child leaped in her womb.  And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with 
a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.  And why has 
this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me?  For as soon as I heard the sound 
of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that 
there would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”  

And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, for 
he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant.  Surely, from now on all 
generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and 
holy is his name.  His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.  He 
has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their 
hearts.  He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he 
has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty.  He has helped his 
servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he made to our 
ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”

LUKE 1:39-55

___________________________________________________________________________________

His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.  He has shown 
strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.

In the 9th chapter of Proverbs the old familiar bit of advice is given:  The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight.  The word ‘fear’ is 
continually with us these days.  We are constantly told of many things out there that can harm 
us in one way or another.  Happily, the great majority of these things will never come to pass for 
us as individuals.  But fear has also become something more than a description of hazards to 
avoid.

Fear is all too often elevated to becoming a tool of sorts.  What kind of tool are we talking 
about?  — and who is using this tool?  Fear has become the tool of choice for many who seek to 
control people.  This of course is nothing new.

Many nations have sought to use fear to their advantage down through the ages.  Sometimes a 
big part of the psychology of winning involves the application of fear.  It has and is being used 
by individuals, corporations, charitable organizations, religions and nations.  And we who are 
on the receiving end of the exploitation of real and imagined fears need to be aware of what 
some are trying to persuade us to do.

Getting the most attention in the press these days are the sabre rattlers of North Korea and the 
Middle East.  Closer to home and equally dismaying are the fears being spread by people 
seeking public office in various western nations, including our neighbour to the south.  Yes, 
Canada has had its fair share of alarmists as well.  Just think back about various attack ads used 
over the past decades.
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Today, we are going to turn our attention toward another kind of fear.        I once had a church goer 
come to me and ask about the meaning of the word ‘fear’ when it came to understanding the 
Bible.  Why is the Bible frequently asking us to fear God?, asked this person.  Shouldn’t we love 
God, rather than fear God?,  I was asked.  And indeed, the language of scripture in this regard 
can appear rather harsh.  Even in today’s reading of the ‘Song of Mary’ we hear: His mercy is for 
those who fear him from generation to generation.

When comes to the fear of God, the ancient word for fear may also be translated as "awe", so we 
are really being called to respect, revere or stand in awe of God — for God is: The great, 
I Am who I Am.  It is clear in today’s reading, that this is something that we are to do on a 
continuing basis.  And we do this not because we are afraid of God seeking to punish us in 
some way.  We are to do this out of our knowledge and love of God.

In the Gospel according to John we are told that, to know God is eternal life.  We may wonder 
what this means? — and how does it all come together in any sensible way?  Yet, it does come 
together, and in a very beautiful way.  God sending Jesus into the world, not surprisingly, has a 
lot to do with it.

Not long ago, I was talking to someone about trust vs. control.  As some of you know, Sally and I 
have a very large, very lovable dog who is at the same time is difficult to control.  Bottom line, 
he will not respond to most commands if he would rather do something else.  So we have to 
physically constrain him by whatever means to make sure he does what we want.  Blinds on the 
windows, a large cage on the front porch, strong collars and leashes for walks and more all limit 
his activities when it is important to do so for his own safety and well-being.  He has shown us 
over and over again, that this is the way we have to be with him.  This is all part of his personna 
— who he is!

We have put a lot of time, money and effort trying to have him transform into being a more 
obedient household pet.  This has been to no avail.  It isn’t that he just doesn’t get it.  In reality, 
he just doesn’t want to get it!  As he ages, he is beginning to mellow.  But I seriously doubt that 
his pattern of living will ever change deep down.  His demeanour is his demeanour — that is to 
say that his nature is his nature — who he is. So we pretty much know what to expect from him 
in various situations.

The same is true of people.  After getting to know someone, we can generally predict how they 
will react under various circumstances.  We each have our nature — our way of being.  But 
being human, there is always a kernel of the unexpected.  For there can be the occasional 
surprising human reaction.

What are we to then expect from God?  In the Bible we read a lot about what God is going to do 
— what God promises to do for his people.  And we often can see where God’s promises have 
been kept.  We can also see areas where promises may not be seen to have materialized — and 
yet, actually have been kept, but not in the way we anticipated.  Our problem usually can be 
one of our not having the big picture or our problem may be one of too narrowly defining the 
way a promise from God is to be validated.  It can be all too easy to feel nothing is happening 
while indeed God is being true to us.
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One thing that I keep in mind is how upon reflection, I can see God’s movement in my life in so 
many ways down through the decades.  I believe that we all can look back at how we have 
received blessing upon blessing down through our years on earth.  Not that we have not had our 
trials, hurts, disappointments and challenges — for all of us, these are also a part of life.  But we 
also can see the way of God as being truly trustworthy through the years as well.  For this is the 
way God is.  God is God.

Through the coming of Jesus into our world, we are given insights into the nature of God and 
how God moves among us in each of our lives.  God's timeline is often different than our own. 
God thinks in terms of eternity, whereas we often despair if change is not immediate.  All the 
while, our unchangeable God remains as God has always been.  In that, we find that we can 
move in our lives ever trusting in the God whom we worship.  For our faith is undergirded in the 
knowledge that we are able to continue to trust our God as God promises to care for us 
throughout eternity.  We are reminded that, His mercy is for those who fear him from generation 
to generation.  He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts 
of their hearts.

Thanks be to our loving God for loving us so much that he sent Jesus Christ into the world for us 
to come to know him.

We pray now in the words of the late Brother Roger of Taizé:

God of mercy, when we understand that nothing can separate us from you, trust 
in you opens for us the road that leads upward towards a peace-filled joy.

In Jesus Christ name we pray.   Amen.
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