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August 16th, 2020 — Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost —  
Genesis  45:1-15; Psalm 133;  

Romans 11:1-2A, 29-32; Matthew 15:10-28 
Dear Friends, 

Dear Friends, 
We have been created with qualities that make us a people who enjoy: the earth; 
beauty; socializing; and being close to one another.  At the same time we are 
appreciative of restorative quiet moments.  We establish routines and habits that 
meet our needs.  We make plans for good things in the future.  We are joyful in the 
midst of God’s gifts for people.  Central to our joy is the wonderful gift of love. 

Over many centuries we humans have been adapting to major changes in our 
living and working environments.  Changes have been many and varied.  
Sometimes we adapt well; sometimes, not so well.  And there are times when 
things happen which leave us injured and/or bewildered. 

Life has its moments — some small, some big, some gargantuan!  And right now, 
we are living in a global moment of the gargantuan variety.  Complicating things, is 
the fact that we are faced with a pandemic that is at times lethal; debilitating; and 
easily transmitted.  It often does not make its presence known as it goes about the 
process of infecting one person after another.  Oh, and did I mention how it also 
can stay active for days at a time resting on dry surfaces?  This is a nasty virus! 

Have you noticed or struggled with the notion of how some events and settings can 
encourage us to react in ways we would have never seen ourselves doing 10 or 
more years ago?  People would wonder about my mind, if a decade ago, I said that 
we would find ourselves living in a world where people would be asked to keep a 
two-metre distance from one another; wear masks on our faces; frequently wash 
our hands; voluntarily isolate ourselves; limit the size of gatherings; close our 
international border; and temporarily close a wide variety of establishments, 
including the closure of places of worship. 

Yet, there is more to this situation than may first appear.  For this set of 
circumstances brings us to act on our love of other people.  We may not feel like 
following all of the required precautions.  But more than ourselves is at risk.  If we 
love our neighbour, we find ourselves doing what is also in their best interests.  
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When we wear a mask, we are not only helping ourselves; we are protecting the 
people around us from catching the virus from us.  That is a beautiful thing! 

That is not the only expression of beauty that has become evident.  We are thankful 
that God has given us the capacity to develop vaccines and other measures to 
control virus’s like COVID-19.  Further, we are given the ability as people to 
manufacture and distribute remedies throughout the world when they are ready.  
We are especially thankful for the medical people who have been on the front lines 
endangering their own lives as they help victims fight for their lives.  They are truly 
amazing. 

Our world is a planet of great beauty; it can also be a dangerous place.  We are 
thankful to God who has given us much to help us cope with these dangers.  We 
are thankful for God’s gift of love!  For without love there would be no one helping 
to address this challenging situation.  There would be no one who would care.  
There would be no one to act.  Love makes all the difference! 

God’s blessing be upon you and all those you love. 

——————————————————————————- 

CDMC PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE 

Parish Council met on Wednesday, August 12th, to discuss the possibility of re-
opening.  The first service would have been on Sunday, September 13th.  Parish 
Council has decided to defer our possibility of opening until sometime in October.  
This will give us time to gather more information.  We will meet again on 
September 16th, to further discuss.  We hope to have a decision for you then.  
Your safety and well-being is our main concern.  
Stay safe, Parish Council 

Any questions please contact: 
Sheree Lynn Hayter 519-245-7490 or John Hayter 519-332-1926 

——————————————————————————- 

Morning Prayer services officiated by Lay Reader, Ginny Schleihauf are offered 
monthly for the people of CDMC.  Ginny does a wonderful job of officiating. 

Here’s the link: https://youtu.be/QCpCTGJxkKc     
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Our sincere thanks go to Ginny for officiating; The Rev’d Raymond Hodgson and 
Nicole Grieve for technical support; The Rev’d Greg Jenkins and the people of      
St. Alban’s for the Wednesday evening and Sunday services.  We would appreciate 
your feedback on the online worship services offered through Canon Davis 
Memorial Church.  

You are invited to go each Sunday and/or Wednesday to the link:  
 tinyurl.com/StAlbans-CDMC 

That is the link to St. Alban’s Anglican Church in Burnaby B.C.  Follow the 
instructions.  You will find links to the Rev’d Greg Jenkins officiating at an Anglican 
church service with a children’s focus, church music, readings, prayers and a 
sermon.   

If you are also interested in joining their weekly Bible Study, contact    Rev. Greg at 
revgregjenkins@gmail.com    He will be more than happy to be in touch about 
joining in with their group by ZOOM.  I hope you will find these services help to 
deepen your faith. 

——————————————————————————- 

We are joining with many parishes in our deanery in providing telephone support 
to our members and friends.  This support is designed to keep us up to date, while 
not requiring a computer. The CDMC Pastoral Letter will be read this week through 
our phone ministry 

Allow for a slight pause after you press each requested number on your phone dial.   
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