
Canon Davis Memorial Church 
Pentecost Sunday — May 15, 2016 
ACTS 2:1-21; PSALM 104:25-35, 37B; 

ROMANS 8:14-17; JOHN 14:8-17, 25-27
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF ACTS
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one 
place.  And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a 
violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.  

Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them.  All of 
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave 
them ability.  Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem.  
And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them 
speaking in the native language of each.  Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these 
who are speaking Galileans?   And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native 
language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 
Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and 
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs – in our own languages we 
hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.”  All were amazed and perplexed, saying to 
one another, “What does this mean?”  But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new 
wine.”  But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea 
and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say.  Indeed, these 
are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning.  No, this is what was 
spoken through the prophet Joel: ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my 
Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men 
shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.  Even upon my slaves, both men and 
women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy.  And I will show 
portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist.  The 
sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great 
and glorious day.  Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.'”    ACTS 2:1-21

PSALM 104:25-35, 37B
25  O Lord, how manifold are your works! * in wisdom you have made them all; the earth is 
 full of your creatures.
26  Yonder is the great and wide sea with its living things too many to number, * creatures 
 both small and great.
27  There move the ships, and there is that Leviathan, * which you have made for the sport of 
 it.
28  All of them look to you * to give them their food in due season.
29  You give it to them; they gather it; * you open your hand, and they are filled with good 
 things.
30  You hide your face, and they are terrified; * you take away their breath, and they die and 
 return to their dust.
31  You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; * and so you renew the face of the earth.
32  May the glory of the Lord endure for ever; * may the Lord  rejoice in all his works.
33  He looks at the earth and it trembles; * he touches the mountains and they smoke.
34  I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; * I will praise my God while I have my being.
35  May these words of mine please him; * I will rejoice in the Lord.  Hallelujah!



O God of eternal light, heaven and earth are the work of your hands, and all 
creation sings your praise and beauty.  As in the beginning, by your Spirit, you gave 
life and order to all that is, so by the same Spirit redeem us and all things, through 
Christ our Lord.

A READING FROM THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE ROMANS
For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God.  For you did not receive a spirit of 
slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption.  When we cry, “Abba! 
Father!”  it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if 
children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ if, in fact, we suffer with him so that 
we may also be glorified with him.        ROMANS 8:14-17

THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO JOHN
Philip said to Jesus, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.”  Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me?  Whoever has seen 
me has seen the Father.  How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?  Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me?   The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works.  Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is 
in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves.  Very truly, I tell you, 
the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works 
than these, because I am going to the Father.  I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son.  If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.  If you 
love me, you will keep my commandments.  And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 
another Advocate, to be with you forever.  This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 
receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him.  You know him, because he abides with 
you, and he will be in you.  I have said these things to you while I am still with you.  But the 
Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, 
and remind you of all that I have said to you.  Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.  I 
do not give to you as the world gives.  Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be 
afraid.”

JOHN 14:8-17; 25-27

___________________________________________________________________________________

This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees 
him nor knows him.  You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in 
you. 

In one of the urban municipalities in which I worked a joint meeting was called with another 
area municipality.  The purpose was to talk over some issues of mutual interest and concern.
Also, it was to portray to the public an attitude of mutual goodwill.

Photo ops were exploited and positive press reports were in all the media.  All agreed it was a 
worthwhile effort that would serve everyone well for years to come.  That is… until we later got 
behind closed doors.  I was astonished to hear an undertone of grumbling.  It was as though the 
politicians and staff members had been at a different meeting than I attended.
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Being rather new to this municipality, I asked how it was that I got an entirely different 
impression of what was going on.  In my apparent naiveté, I wasn’t looking or listening for what 
they believed was really taking place.  And what did my fellow staff members hear that I did 
not?  Code!  That’s right — I didn’t hear what was being said in code.  Code?  What code?  I 
didn’t hear any code! said I.  The other municipality’s folk were saying things in the form of 
double entendres. my friend said.  On the surface, they were saying one thing, while their own 
people were hearing quite a different thing.  said he.  ‘Yes’ didn’t always mean ‘yes’ and ‘no’ 
didn’t always mean ‘no’.  he further explained.  Over the years we have come to understand 
much of their real intents.  But we miss a lot along the way and end up with unwanted surprises.  
he continued.

Language!  Language is of critical importance to our human existence.  We need to 
communicate with each other if we are to cooperate at any level.  Central to our 
communication is language.  And language is a mighty & flexible tool.  We speak using 
language.  We also write or print — and we use gestures, signs, graphics, symbols, emojis and 
more to express ourselves as we use language.  More recently, we are into new expressions of 
our languages in how we as societies try to streamline our words as many text one another.   As 
our lives, technologies and cultures change, so our languages are adapted to never previously 
foreseen needs.

Recently, the media have been reporting that our young people in particular are falling victim to 
one of the more disturbing impacts of our shift toward digital communication.  There seem to be 
two concerning impacts.  One, is the redirection of our attention from people’s faces and body 
language to digital screens.  Second, in education, a total dependence on screen time for some 
disciplines leads to lower comprehension of real life situations.

But the first example is one that relates best to today’s readings about Pentecost and God’s Spirit.
How so?  What we have in a trend toward communicating with digital screens is a concurrent 
diminishing of our awareness of each other’s personhood.  One of the more dramatic examples 
of this can be in the surprises that may be in store for those meeting for the first time someone 
that they have come to `know’ on the internet.  Sometimes good surprises — sometimes not so 
good!

So much more happens when we are in the direct company of real people.  Even more happens 
when we are often in the presence of the same person or persons.  We come to be sensitive to 
other people’s emotions, expressions, body movements, eye contact and more.  These are all 
joining in communicating to us what we need to know to truly be in full discussion with 
someone.  It is even part of our spirituality — our ongoing awareness of who and what is around 
us.

And that brings us to God.  As I mentioned earlier this month, few folk claim to actually having 
a conversation with God.  We noted how God communicates with us in a multitude of other 
ways, including scripture and history.  And every year God finds ways of revealing more about 
God and God’s relationship with us, God’s people.  The term for that is `revelation’.

In New Testament times, God certainly revealed more to those present and still reveals more to 
us even today.  What do we come to know from just today’s NT readings?
1. God cares about us enough to go out of God’s way for us
2. God sees a oneness in humanity that our being divided by languages seems to obscure.
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3. God’s love extends over all people, not just those of selected backgrounds or cultures.
4. God’s Spirit is to come and live within each of us.
5. That we can expect that there will always be the naysayers — even when they directly 

witness a dramatic movement of God right in front of them.

Just as in texting, it is not enough to just read about God’s interaction with God’s people.
We need to be willing to go the next step to the next level.  And that level is to intentionally be 
open to experiencing the presence of God in one’s life.  That sounds great; but how?

I had a professor who once said that it seems from time to time that God has to throw a person 
in a snow bank in order to get their attention.  So if you find yourself lying in a symbolic 
snowbank of one kind or another — don’t be in denial about it.  Instead, have an attitude 
adjustment to being open to God intervening in your life in a positive way.  Or if snowbank 
experiences are not a part of your life, be intentionally open to other less dramatic indicators of 
the movement of God in your life.

Yes, there can be a difficulty that can arise in this.  President Jimmy Carter was on Bill Mahar’s 
TV program several months ago.  Now Bill Mahar is one of the more outspoken atheists on our 
planet.  He `knows’ all the reasons why there is no God and there should be no organized 
religion.  Jimmy Carter on the other hand has a deep living faith.

So Bill Mahar decided to confront Jimmy Carter by quoting a few of the more difficult 
contradictory and non-sensical passages of scripture.  Jimmy, cut him off and said that he knew 
all of those passages plus whole lot more than Bill knew.  Carter went on to say that these had 
nothing to do with his core faith in Jesus.  More to the point, Jimmy Carter said that our major 
emphasis in our faith should be mainly found in what Jesus did and had to say to us and for us.

Why I mention this is because I have seen people become weighted down with endless 
`reasons’ to avoid any life of faith.  And like the naysayers in today’s reading from Acts, God 
could show some of these people many miracles and they still would be sure that God does not 
exist, let alone move in their lives.

God is real.  God loves God’s people.  Yes, that includes you.  It includes so many who do not 
acknowledge it.  On this Pentecost Sunday we pray that through the Holy Spirit, they too will 
come to know God and his love for them.  God is everywhere and loves people everywhere.  To 
use a great phrase: God is truly awesome!

We pray now in the words of Ray Simpson and the Community of Aidan and Hilda:
Spirit of God
 The Breath of creation is yours.
Spirit of God
 The groans of the world are yours.
Spirit of God
 The wonder of communion is yours.
Spirit of God
 The fire of love is yours.
  And we are filled
   And we are filled.   Amen.
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