
6TH SUNDAY OF EASTER
— Sunday, May 1st, 2016
ACTS 16:9-15; PSALM 67; 

REVELATION 21:10, 22-22:5; JOHN 14:23-29

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF ACTS
During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and 
saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.”  When he had seen the vision, we immediately 
tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good 
news to them.  We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following 
day to Neapolis, and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia 
and a Roman colony.  We remained in this city for some days. On the sabbath day we went 
outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down 
and spoke to the women who had gathered there.  A certain woman named Lydia, a worshipper 
of God, was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth.  The 
Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul.  When she and her household 
were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and 
stay at my home.”  And she prevailed upon us.

ACTS 16:9-15

Psalm 67
1  May God be merciful to us and bless us, * show us the light of his countenance and come 
 to us.
2  Let your ways be known upon earth, * your saving health  among all nations.
3  Let the peoples praise you, O God; * let all the peoples praise you.
4  Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, * for you judge the peoples with equity and guide 
 all the nations upon earth.
5  Let the peoples praise you, O God; * let all the peoples praise you.
6  The earth has brought forth her increase; may God, our own God, give us his blessing.
7  May God give us his blessing, * and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe of him.

Blessed are you, Lord our God, light of the earth and health of the nations; you lead 
us in the way of justice and mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord.



A READING FROM THE REVELATION TO JOHN
And in the spirit, an angel carried me away to a great, high mountain and showed me the holy 
city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God.  I saw no temple in the city, for its temple 
is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb.  And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine 
on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb.  The nations will walk by its light, 
and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it.  Its gates will never be shut by day – and 
there will be no night there.  People will bring into it the glory and the honour of the nations.  
But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practises abomination or falsehood, but only 
those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life.  Then the angel showed me the river of the 
water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb through the 
middle of the street of the city.  On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds 
of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the 
nations.  Nothing accursed will be found there any more.  But the throne of God and of the 
Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; they will see his face, and his name will be 
on their foreheads.  And there will be no more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the 
Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.

REVELATION 21:10, 22-22:5

THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO JOHN
Jesus answered, “Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love them, and we 
will come to them and make our home with them.  Whoever does not love me does not keep 
my words; and the word that you hear is not mine, but is from the Father who sent me.  I have 
said these things to you while I am still with you.  But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the 
Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to 
you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.  I do not give to you as the world gives.  Do 
not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.  You heard me say to you, ‘I am 
going away, and I am coming to you.’  If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the 
Father, because the Father is greater than I.  And now I have told you this before it occurs, so that 
when it does occur, you may believe.”

JOHN 14:23-29

___________________________________________________________________________________
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.  I do not give to you as the world 
gives.  Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.

Toward the end of Taizé services we hear these words sung by a cantor.  They help to bring a 
sense of the peace that can only come from God.  God’s peace is more than serene — for it is a 
deep peace that permeates our spirits, our minds, and our bodies.  There is no peace anywhere 
that can imitate the peace of Christ.  And the wonderful thing is that it is available to all of us.

It has been said that there are two professions that live off of the fears of people — politicians 
and clergy.  Sadly, there is some evidence for this viewpoint.  Just watch at election time.  — 
Vote for me or suffer disasters!  Just hear what some preachers have to say. — Obey what I say or 
suffer God’s wrath!  How awful on both parts.  And truth be known, there are other professions 
that do quite well living off of human fears.
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Of course, the question does arise about whether the threatened consequences are real or not.
Sometimes world events and the threats in the Bible can make us very uncomfortable. But we do 
have to question whether one should take seriously those who never let up in reminding us how 
much in peril they think we are.  I had a boss who once wisely told City Council members that, 
Most crises are not!  And he was right!

Yet, in life we do find that we are wise to take precautions to help insure that we avoid 
unnecessary exposures to potential harm for ourselves and those we love.  This is only being 
smart about things.  So it is that we listen to our doctors; make sure our home locks work well; 
see to keeping good tires on our cars; eat healthy foods; keep fresh batteries in our alarms; and a 
host of other similar measures.  On the world stage, international treaties are signed to reduce 
tensions and the potential for new conflicts.  Public service announcements and government 
regulations are often aimed at helping us lead better and safer lives.  These efforts can be a bit 
annoying at times or perhaps expensive and time consuming.  But we generally put up with 
them and are better for it.

But when push comes to shove, are we really guaranteed a quiet existence?   Is peace really 
ours?  We sometimes can wonder if everyone really wants peace.  Where do people turn who 
truly seek a profound sense of peace?  Or is real peace a bit of a pipe dream?  Should folk save 
their time and efforts for other things? — things that may be more attainable!

Well, here we are offered what we all should hear more about.  Instead of fear, hope is central 
to what the Gospels of Jesus Christ are all about.  Remember, Gospel means Good News.  One 
central theme of our Lord is that of peace.  Now one could quickly point out that Jesus lived 
2000 years ago and we are still waiting for humanity to lay down its arms.  Things do not seem 
peaceful in many areas and little seems to be out there to change all of that.
So what is Jesus talking about when he offers peace?

Well peace actually does happen!  It happens in many places in many ways among many 
people.  Our Lord is key to finding peace.  Christ is the source of real peace.  And he is the one 
who tells us how we can also find the peace he offers.

The first thing we hear is how the peace he offers is not like the peace that the world offers.
What does that mean?  One example that comes to my mind is my mother’s response to events 
following WWI.  She said that it was considered to be the war to end all wars.  When the 
ceasefire finally came along, there was a wonderful sense that at last warring was over, forever.
But soon signs of unrest began to emerge.  WWII finally broke out and peace was seen to be a 
delusion.  My mother said that she began to feel so sorry for me and others of my generation.
Why?  Because, she believed we would never in our lifetimes know what world peace would 
feel like.  The world was unable to give peace and sustain it.  God may have created the earth; 
but God is not of it.  None-the-less, God does bring true peace to God’s people.  How?  By 
bringing it to those who love God.

In the previous verses to today’s Gospel, Judas Iscariot and the other disciples found it difficult to 
understand why God would not bring God’s peace to everyone.  The answer Jesus gives 
basically is that God is about the business of bringing peace to those who love God.  This is 
because these are the folk who are open to receiving God’s peace.  For those who love God, 
know what love is.  Those who love God love not only God, but they love people. Those who 
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love God also know God to be true to God’s word.  And that word is filled with compassion, 
grace, love and assurance for us — now and for always.

God is telling us this in advance, so that as the movement of God is noticed in people’s lives, 
they will recognize it as real.  More than this, God’s movement in people’s lives now leads us to 
understand that God’s attachment to us is forever.  In our love of God and in God’s love of us 
there emerges a certainty and trust about all things including things eternal.

We had a woman at St. George’s Church who had a near death experience.  This woman was 
totally at peace with God.  Her fear of death was gone.  She was ready whenever it was time.
The peace of the Lord was deeply within her.

Praise be to our loving God for bringing us true peace.
Amen.
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