
ADVENT 2  — DECEMBER 6, 2015 

MALACHI 3:1-4; CANTICLE 19a, BAS   (Luke 
1:68-79); PHILIPPIANS 1:3-11; LUKE 3:1-6
——————————————————————————————————————

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF MALACHI
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way 
before me, and the Lord whom you seek will 
suddenly come to his temple.  The messenger of the 
covenant in whom you delight indeed, he is 
coming, says the Lord of hosts.  But who can 

endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears?  For he is like a refiner’s fire 
and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the 
descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord 
in righteousness.  Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the 
days of old and as in former years.

MALACHI 3:1-4

CANTICLE 19a,          pg 88, BAS (Luke 1:68-79)
The Song of Zechariah

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; * he has come to his people and set them free.
He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour, * born of the house of his servant David.
Through his holy prophets he promised of old, that he would save us from our enemies, * from 
the hands of all who hate us.
He promised to show mercy to our fathers * and to remember his holy covenant.
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * to set us free from the hands of our 
enemies, free to worship him without fear, * holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our 
life.
You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, * for you will go before the Lord 
to prepare his way, to give his people knowledge of salvation * by the forgiveness of their sins.
In the tender compassion of our God * the dawn from on high shall break upon us, to shine on 
those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, * and to guide our feet into the way of 
peace.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.
Amen.

A READING FROM THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE PHILIPPIANS
I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my 
prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now.  I am 
confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by 
the day of Jesus Christ.  It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me 
in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the 
defence and confirmation of the gospel.  For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with 
the compassion of Christ Jesus.  And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and 
more with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of 
Christ you may be pure and blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes 
through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 

PHILIPPIANS 1:3-11



THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO LUKE
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, 
and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and 
Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, 
the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness.  He went into all the region 
around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is 
written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, “The voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.  Every valley shall be filled, 
and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the 
rough ways made smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.'”

LUKE 3:1-6

___________________________________________________________________________________

...the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness.

The other day I had a problem getting into a website that requires a password.  For some reason, 
this website is quick to not recognize an approved password.  So we ended up calling the 800 
number to get technical assistance to gain entry into the site.  This happens frequently with this 
site and our patience has been getting less tolerant each time we call.

So this last time, I demanded to talk to the manager of the operation.  Why would I want the 
manager?  Because, in my mind, the manager might be able to fix what ever the front line staff 
cannot.  In summary, I expected the manager to be able to do what others could or would not 
do to fix my problem.

To move now from one compartment of my brain to another, did I ever tell you about the time I 
watched a documentary on how “magicians” are able to fool us about what they are really 
doing?  They do not do any magic per se.  But what they are really good at doing is making it 
seem like magic is being done.  How do they do this?  By giving the illusion that one thing is 
happening while in fact something else very different is going on.  By their actions they draw our 
eye to seeing certain things.  At the same time, our eyes are drawn away from seeing other things 
they do not want us to see.  Some in fact call themselves “illusionists”.  They are often very good 
at what they do.

In our everyday lives we encounter people who are illusionists.  Most however would not likely 
think of themselves in those terms.  They are found in all walks of life.  They present situations to 
be seen as one thing while in fact the truth of a situation is quite different than they describe.  As 
we age, we get to know many clues to help us in recognizing illusionists.  You can probably 
think of some quite quickly.  These become the people you rightly tend to avoid when it comes 
to serious matters.

Enter God.  God was preparing to send his Son Jesus into the world to bring the knowledge of 
God’s love and truth to the people of the world.  Now the world was/is deeply steeped in its 
ways.  People were pretty much sure in their minds of what defined right and wrong, good and 
evil, what love is and so much more that guides how we relate to one another.  The people in 
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power tend to re-enforce these views.  So God saw the need for someone to start preparing folk 
for the messenger and his message to come.  God needed to be able to rely on the right person 
to prepare people for the coming of Jesus Christ.

Reflecting back on my story about my beef with a website’s practises, whom did I seek to fix my 
problem?  The manager!  Here was a person of greater experience, training and responsibility.  
Such a person, I naturally believed could be trusted to fix my problem.  Did he?  So far so good.

Now God had some leading personalities from which to choose.  Consider leaders like: Pontius 
Pilate as governor of Judea; Herod as ruler of Galilee; his brother Philip ruler of the region of 
Ituraea; Trachonitis and Lysanias rulers of Abilene; not to mention the high priests of Annas and 
Caiaphas.  These men were all recognized as government or religious leaders of the time.  They 
knew the ins and outs of managing huge responsibilities. They could make decisions.  They 
commanded the support of countless people.  Their will was law.  All in all, they were pretty 
impressive people — at the time they all would have seemed to be more than qualified.

And who did God choose to prepare the way of Christ?  Yep, John the Baptist!  He was a man 
who had no position, no political or administrative power, and no participation in the systems of 
his day.  He depended only on what God provides for his needs.  He wore wild-looking clothing  
made of camel's hair and a leather belt around his waist.   He dwelled in the desert wilderness 
where he lived on locusts and wild honey!  With all of the other men available and all that they 
had at their command, why would God choose an apparent oddball like John the Baptist?

Now it is time to reflect back on the documentary I watched about magicians/illusionists.  In 
God’s eyes, like it or not, the selection of available powerful men was in fact a selection from a 
list of illusionists.  They were in the business of having to make things look different from time to 
time, than they really were.  This was done to better their position within the Roman Empire or 
at the Temple.  It was also done to better the position of the Empire or Temple as such.  So much 
was at stake in the carrying out their duties that illusion was a vital tool.  After all, the ends to 
these men justified the means.  A little smoke and mirrors well timed and placed, could make a 
major difference in outcomes — or so they thought.  So their credibility fell victim.

Then there was John the Baptist.  He lived in ways that were not very different than those of 
Jesus.  John the Baptist was not dependent on any formal government or other institutional 
systems for support.   Nor were governments or institutions dependent on him.  Therefore there 
was no need to give anyone any other than a truthful representation of himself and what he 
believed.  There was no need nor any desire to create any illusions.  The truth was the truth and 
that was it.

And how did people respond to John the Baptist?  They came out by the thousands to repent and 
be baptised by John.  They saw something quite unique, quite refreshing, quite attractive about 
this preacher in the wilderness.  We see now how he was the perfect one to prepare the way for 
God’s Son.

Think how different things would likely be if God had chosen one of the men of power.  Kinda 
scary, huh. We are thankful of God’s expressions of love that make an infinite difference in our 
world!
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