
Canon Davis Memorial Church 
380 Russell St. North, Sarnia, Ontario,  N7T 6S6 
(519) 344-9531  -   http://www.canondavis.com 

Sunday, August 30th, 2020, — Thirteenth  Sunday after Pentecost 
  

Exodus 3:1-15; Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45C;  
Romans 12:9-21; Matthew 16:21-28 

Dear Friends, 
Having faith is not always a popular thing these days.  There was a time when 
people who were admired were often religious folk.  Such people were somehow 
expected to have a strong moral compass and the well-being of others at the core 
of their being. 

Now many have mixed feelings about those who proclaim themselves as 
worshippers of the one true God.  There are those people whom we deeply respect.  
These people go about their daily activities while loving God and seeking to follow 
God’s ways.  By contrast, there are those who make a large part of their daily 
activities in pursuit of personal attention.  God is invited into their personna only as 
needed in order to get the attention of other people.  And finally, there are those 
who seek God as a being, not so much to be worshipped, as to be controlled for 
selfish interests.  And yes, all of these types of folk are to be found in most faith 
traditions.  We often find them to be easily recognizable. 

I sometimes wonder what God feels about all of this diversity.  Having created 
people, our Lord undoubtedly has a pretty thorough understanding of who and 
what we are.  And hard as we may try, what we are as people often seems limited.   

I had a professor who once put this question to his class:  How can we expect to 
know who God is when we aren’t sure who or what people are?”  He had a point; 
but not one that should send us away in despair.  Why not?  Well, we are given 
some strong clues about who we are as people.   

First of all we have the dramas of daily life.  Here, people are confronted with the 
good, the bad and everything in-between.  We can be inspired, put off, or repelled 
by what our eyes may reveal.  But at the same time, we realize there is always the 
possibility of our being surprised/amazed when something new and impressive in 
human nature comes to our attention.  What seemed ordinary can become unique 
and very profound.   
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Can the limits of human nature ever be adequately defined?  Not when we consider 
that we have been created by an infinite God who loves us. 

And that brings us to knowing God.  What is it to know God?  Is it even possible or 
practical?  Our minds may go to Biblical references and our own encounters with 
God.  There are the encounters with figures like Moses and the burning bush.  
These may be seen in balance with very personal experiences of individual people 
or groups of people with God.  They may relate to our being Divinely inspired or 
even disappointed.  There may be areas of lack of understanding.  There may be 
those moments which seem to say to us that we are purposely being ignored. 

All of this seems to come together with Moses and God at the burning bush when 
God says to Moses that his name is ‘I AM, WHO I AM’.  What may seem to be a 
glib statement at first, actually describes a lot.  God is not a predictable entity who 
does what we expect in humanly expected ways.  God is infinitely more.  The 
name, ways and nature of God can be the opposite of what humans might expect.  
For example, listen to what the Apostle Paul sends to us as a mixture of expected 
and unexpected examples.  Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in 
prayer.  Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.  Bless 
those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.  Rejoice with those who 
rejoice, weep with those who weep.  Live in harmony with one another; do not be 
haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are.  Do 
not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all.  

By telling us how to act with others, we are being given direct insights into the 
nature, ways and reality of God.  We are given further insight through the life, 
ministry, death and resurrection of God’s Son, Jesus Christ.  We may not see God; 
but in seeing God’s movement among us we indeed do see a reflection of God.  We 
walk on Holy Ground.  Let us rejoice and be glad in the one true God, I AM, WHO 
I AM, who loves us beyond all that we ever could imagine. 

God’s blessing be upon you and all those you love. 



——————————————————————————- 

CDMC PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE 

Parish Council met on Wednesday, August 12th, to discuss the possibility of re-
opening.  The first service would have been on Sunday, September 13th.  Parish 
Council has decided to defer our possibility of opening until sometime in October.  
This will give us time to gather more information.  We will meet again on 
September 16th, to further discuss.  We hope to have a decision for you then.  
Your safety and well-being is our main concern.  
Stay safe, Parish Council 

Any questions please contact: 
Sheree Lynn Hayter 519-245-7490 or John Hayter 519-332-1926 

——————————————————————————- 

Morning Prayer services officiated by Lay Reader, Ginny Schleihauf are offered 
monthly for the people of CDMC.  Ginny does a wonderful job of officiating. 

Here’s the link:  
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLP9KtwleLWpaRjVuoxeybHjJpWMt5EPEc 

  

Our sincere thanks go to Ginny for officiating; The Rev’d Raymond Hodgson and 
Nicole Grieve for technical support; The Rev’d Greg Jenkins and the people of      
St. Alban’s for the Wednesday evening and Sunday services.  We would appreciate 
your feedback on the online worship services offered through Canon Davis 
Memorial Church.  

You are invited to go each Sunday and/or Wednesday to the link:  
 tinyurl.com/StAlbans-CDMC 

That is the link to St. Alban’s Anglican Church in Burnaby B.C.  Follow the 
instructions.  You will find links to the Rev’d Greg Jenkins officiating at an Anglican 
church service with a children’s focus, church music, readings, prayers and a 
sermon.   

If you are also interested in joining their weekly Bible Study, contact Rev. Greg at 
revgregjenkins@gmail.com    He will be more than happy to be in touch about 
joining in with their group by ZOOM.  I hope you will find these services help to 
deepen your faith. 
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——————————————————————————- 

We are joining with many parishes in our deanery in providing telephone support 
to our members and friends.  This support is designed to keep us up to date, while 
not requiring a computer.  The August 26th Morning Prayer Service can be heard 
this week through our phone ministry.  The reading of Pastoral Letters is to continue 
next week. 

Allow for a slight pause after you press each requested number on your phone dial.   


