
Christmas Eve 

December 24, 2017 — 7:00 p.m. 
BAS Holy Eucharist (Green Prayer Book) 

Rev. Ray Jenkins assisted by John Hayter 
Organist - Anthony Wing 

Processional Hymn #118  O Come, All Ye Faithful   (vs. 1-5) 

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
Greeting          
 p. 185 

Glory to God p. 186 

Collect:  

O God our Father whose Word has come among us  
in the Holy Child of Bethlehem, may the light of faith 
illumine our hearts and shine in our words and deeds; 
through him who is Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath  
Advent 4-Today is the fourth of Advent, the celebration of Love.  Jesus 
shows us God's perfect love.  He is God's perfect love in human 
form.  Those who believe in him and live in him, live in love.  Love 
transforms and perfects all things.  It never ends.   

We light this candle today to remind us that God is love.  We thank 
God for hope he gives us, for the peace he bestows, for the joy he 
pours into our hearts, and for the love that redeems us and shows us 
the way. 



Lighting of the Fourth Candle (Love) 
Christmas Eve 
As we light these candles tonight, we thank God for the hope he gives us, 
for the peace he bestows, for the joy he pours into our hearts, and for the 
love that redeems us and shows us the way. 

We thank God for his gift of Jesus.  We thank him that through Christ his 
light has come into the world and made it possible for us to see, and in 
seeing, to rejoice.  His truth, his love, his very self, transforms all who 
receive him. 

Lighting of the Candle – Christmas Eve 
Leader:  Let us pray:  Loving God, Emmanuel, we thank you for being 
with us - for sending your Son to walk with us and to lead us.  Grant that 
the hope, the peace, the joy, and the love of which we have heard and 
spoken of throughout Advent may be fully realized in us as we worship 
and serve you through Christ Jesus our Lord, this both now, and in the new 
year that comes this night, and forevermore.  Amen. 

All sing:   “A Candle is Burning” 
   words by Sandra Dean, 1986.  
   tune by James Murray 1887 (public domain) 

We honour Messiah with Christ Candle’s flame, 
our Christmas Eve candles glad tidings proclaim. 
O come, all you faithful, rejoice in this night, 
as God comes among us,  
the Christian’s true light. 

Solo Mary Did You Know    Bryan Abma 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD  
1st Reading:   Isaiah 52:7-10 
Psalm 98  BAS   p. 836 
2nd Reading:         Titus 3:4-7 
Gospel:  Luke 2:1-20 



The Sermon 
Sermon Hymn # 120  O Little Town of Bethlehem 
The Apostles' Creed  p. 189 

The Prayers of the People: 
On this holy night in which God joins heaven and earth, let us offer 
our prayers for the church, the world, and all those in need saying, 
‘Lord, grant us peace.’  Let us pray for the Church around the world as 
it celebrates the birth of Christ.   

Bless all those who are entrusted with Christian ministry that your 
Word might be proclaimed with truth and courage across our world. 

Lord, grant us peace. 

Bestow your wisdom on all who govern, that in honouring the earth 
and its diverse races, cultures, and religions, we may celebrate the 
light of this holy night. 

Lord, grant us peace. 

Grant reconciliation to those surrounded with conflict and violence, 
that they may live in the peace of this holy night. 

Lord, grant us peace. 

Let us pray for all who are cold, hungry, or alone this night.  Embrace 
with your tender care all who wander alone or have no place to lay 
their head, that they may experience the hope of this holy night. 

Lord, grant us peace. 

Let us pray for all who are anxious, depressed, or ill.  Draw near to 
those who find this season a source of pain or grief, and to all who 
are suffering or sick, especially those we remember in our own hearts 
that they may feel the comfort of this holy night. 

Lord, grant us peace. 



Let us pray for ourselves and for the blessings of Christmas.  Open our 
hearts to your presence, that we may be transformed by the new birth 
of this holy night. 

Lord, grant us peace. 

Let us give thanks for all the faithful departed who have been bearers 
of the Word made flesh.  Give us grace to follow your holy ones in 
lives of faith and commitment, that we may join with the hosts of 
heaven in singing the praise of this holy night. 

Lord, grant us peace. 

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, grant us, O 
God, for the sake of him who died and rose again, and now lives and 
reigns with in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Confession and Absolution  p. 191 

All sing softly as we remain seated: 

Spirit of the Living God, fall a-fresh on me; 

Spirit of the Living God, fall a-fresh on me; 

Break me, melt me, mould me, fill me. 

Spirit of the Living God, fall a-fresh on me! 

The Peace 

Prayer for God's peace. 

Celebrant:       The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People:                        And also with you. 

Offertory Hymn:  #143  Angels, from the Realm of Glory  



Offertory Response: 

What can I give him, poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 

if I were a wise man, I would do my part; 

what I can, I give him - I give him my heart 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 
(in the position most comfortable, we pray) 

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS:  Generous Creator, in faith and joy we 
celebrate the birth of your Son.  Increase our understanding and our 
love of the riches you have revealed in him, who is Lord now and 
for ever.  Amen. 
Eucharistic Prayer  #5,  p. 204 

The Lord's Prayer  p. 211 

The Breaking of the Bread  #6  p. 213 

The Communion 

Prayer after Communion:  Source of truth and joy, may we who have 
received the gift of divine life always follow the way of your Son. 
This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.  Amen. 
The Doxology  p. 214 

Solo  O Holy Night         Mary Abma 

Prayer:  Dear Lord, on a wondrous night you sent your son to take on 
frail human flesh in order that all who believe in Jesus might be 
saved.  You sent angels to herald his birth in Bethlehem and a star to 
proclaim it to the end of the earth.  Send us now as messengers of 
your good news and proclaimers of your peace.  In Jesus' name we 
pray.  Amen. 



Distribution of the Light 

The sidespeople will now distribute the candles and move 
from pew to pew.  Each parishioner will turn on the light of 
their candle.   When everyone's candle has been lit, the lights 
will be dimmed and we will sing ‘Silent Night’. 

Silent night, holy night! 

All is calm, all is bright. 

Round yon Virgin, Mother and Child. 

Holy infant so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 

Sleep in heavenly peace 

Silent night, holy night!  
Shepherds quake at the sight.  
Glories stream from heaven afar  
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia,  
Christ the Saviour is born!  
Christ the Saviour is born 

Silent night, holy night!  
Son of God love's pure light.  
Radiant beams from Thy holy face  
With dawn of redeeming grace,  
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth  
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth 

Now please turn your candle off! 



The Blessing 

Celebrant: The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep 
your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord: and the blessing of God Almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be among you and those you 
love, and remain with you always.  Amen. 

Recessional Hymn  #154  Joy to the World! 

Dismissal 
Leader:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
People:  Thanks be to God. 

Sung Benediction    Go Now In Peace (found in the inside back cover 
                      of the blue hymnbook.) 

Please be sure to leave the candles in your pew following the service 
so we can use them again next Christmas. 

_____ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

News and Events 

The Flowers on the Altar today are given to the Glory of God and in 
loving memory of Eve and Earle Armstrong and Grandson Ryan 
Andrew Stallibrass, lovingly remembered by Wendy, Ron and Robyn 
Stallibrass. 

• Many Thanks to all who attended the Annual CDM Christmas 
Dinner and a big thank you to the wonderful Kitchen Crew and 
our Chef John Hayter. 

• IMPORTANT: The Secretary would like all Vestry reports from 
Church groups to be handed in by January 12, 2018. 

• Please put this announcement into this weeks bulletin. 
Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year!


