
Sunday, October 29th, 2017
Deuteronomy 34:1-12; 
Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17; 
1 Thessalonians 2:1-8; 
Matthew 22:34-46

1ST READING
A Reading from the Book of Deuteronomy
Then Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, which is 
opposite Jericho, and the Lord showed him the whole land: Gilead as far as Dan, all Naphtali, 
the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the Western Sea, the Negeb, 
and the Plain that is, the valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees as far as Zoar.  The Lord said to 
him, “This is the land of which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it 
to your descendants’; I have let you see it with your eyes, but you shall not cross over there.”  
Then Moses, the servant of the Lord, died there in the land of Moab, at the Lord’s command.   
He was buried in a valley in the land of Moab, opposite Bethpeor, but no one knows his burial 
place to this day.  Moses was one hundred twenty years old when he died; his sight was 
unimpaired and his vigour had not abated.  The Israelites wept for Moses in the plains of Moab 
thirty days; then the period of mourning for Moses was ended. Joshua son of Nun was full of the 
spirit of wisdom, because Moses had laid his hands on him; and the Israelites obeyed him, 
doing as the Lord had commanded Moses.  Never since has there arisen a prophet in Israel like 
Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face.  He was unequalled for all the signs and wonders that 
the Lord sent him to perform in the land of Egypt, against Pharaoh and all his servants and his 
entire land, and for all the mighty deeds and all the terrifying displays of power that Moses 
performed in the sight of all Israel.        

DEUTERONOMY 34:1-12

PSALM 90:1-6,13-18                 P. 446 BCP

LORD, thou hast been our refuge, / from one generation to another.
2  Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever the earth and the world were made, / 
 thou art God from everlasting,  and world without end.
3  Thou turnest man back to the dust, / and thou sayest, “Return, ye children of men.’
4  For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday when it is past, / and as a watch in 
 the night.
5  Thou carriest them away as with a flood, and they are even as a sleep; / in the morning 
 they are like grass that groweth up.
6  In the morning it is green and groweth up, / but in the evening it is cut down and 
 withered. or feareth aright thine indignation?
13  So teach us to number our days, / that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.
14  TURN thee again, O LORD, at the last, / and be gracious  unto thy servants.
15  O satisfy us with thy mercy, and that soon: / so shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of 
 our life.
16  Comfort us again according to the time that thou hast afflicted us, / and for the years 
 wherein we have suffered adversity.
17  Show thy servants thy work, / and their children thy glory.
18  And let the glorious majesty of the Lord our God be upon  us: / prosper thou the work of 
 our hands upon us, O prosper thou our handy-work.



2ND READING

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians
You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, but though 
we had already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you know, we had 
courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great opposition.  For our 
appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives or trickery, but just as we have been 
approved by God to be entrusted with the message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to 
please mortals, but to please God who tests our hearts.  As you know and as God is our witness, 
we never came with words of flattery or with a pretext for greed; nor did we seek praise from 
mortals, whether from you or from others, though we might have made demands as apostles of 
Christ.  But we were gentle among you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children.  So 
deeply do we care for you that we are determined to share with you not only the gospel of God 
but also our own selves, because you have become very dear to us.

1 THESSALONIANS 2:1-8

GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to Matthew
When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and one 
of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him.  “Teacher, which commandment in the law 
is the greatest?”  He said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with 
all your soul, and with all your mind.’  This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second 
is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself.’  On these two commandments hang all the 
law and the prophets.”  
Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: “What do you 
think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?”  They said to him, “The son of David.”  He said to them, 
“How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at 
my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet”‘?   If David thus calls him Lord, how 
can he be his son?”  No one was able to give him an answer, nor from that day did anyone dare 
to ask him any more questions.

MATTHEW 22:34-46

______________________________________________________

So deeply do we care for you that we are determined to share with you not only 
the gospel of God but also our own selves, because you have become very dear to 
us.

Jesus has just been asked by a Pharisee ...what is the greatest commandment?  This question is 
designed to trip up Jesus when he answers  We have all heard Jesus’ response:  

“‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your mind.’  This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is 
like it: ‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself.’  On these two commandments 
hang all the law and the prophets.”  
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Jesus is quoting from the Old Testament.  For even in ancient times, love was seen to be central 
to one’s faith.  Love was to guide how people were to obey all of the other laws.  Later on, Jesus 
reinforced the centrality of love when he asked that we: love one another as I have loved you.

Love has many faces, many definitions.  When it comes to Christian love, the word that best 
describes what we mean is ‘agape’.  Agape refers to ‘unconditional, selfless love’.  It can be a 
most difficult form of love for us to adequately express.  For it calls upon us to act in ways that 
go beyond any payback or reward.  It is about us actively caring for the wellbeing of people we 
may not know directly, or even those who are considered to be our enemies.  Who said 
Christianity was very easy?

The people of the Christian Reformed Church have a saying  —>  “All of life is religion.”  Think 
about that for a minute — All of life is religion.  How do you think the meaning of those words 
would affect how people might live?  How practical would that be?  Risk trying that at work and 
see how things go.  It could lead to a promotion — or be an invitation for a pink slip!

Christians are called to live in a way that promotes agape.  I once asked a not entirely 
hypothetical question of a Human Resources director of a Canada-wide company.  I asked what 
would happen in his company, if an employee became aware of some very real stress in the life 
of another employee.  In his concern for that other employee, the staff member goes to the office 
manager to alert her or him of the situation.  This would be to allow that manager to be more 
sensitive to the emotions of the employee in question.

The HR director’s answer stunned me.  He said that the employee who alerted the manager to 
the situation, Would not be working for the company much longer — that employee would be 
let go!  Is that what the call of Jesus would ask of us?  Does it have to be, as some see it, that 
there is the world of love, and there is the business world and the two do not mix!  When it 
comes to our selfless love of others, we just might find that there are also times when business 
may just actually do better when they become sensitive to where employees and customers may 
be in their lives.  No matter what we do, we are called to act in love!

One day a colleague from a different denomination attended our son’s church while on holiday.  
She didn’t comment on the sermon, or the music, or the beautiful building.  After the service, 
what she did go on and on about was a couple of lines in the particular liturgy that day.  “It’s so 
beautifully written!”, she said, “It’s the great commandment, but turned upside down”  Our son 
said that he hadn’t thought of it that way — but she was right.  She said, “It reminds us that Jesus 
asks us to do just two things.  Just TWO simple things — love God, and love each other as 
ourselves.  Just two things, but can we do it? Nope, — not all the time!  Every week we come 
back to church having failed to love God, and having failed to love each other as Jesus calls us 
to do.  

She went on to observe that, the words of the liturgy today are perfect, when we all say together:
We have not loved you with our whole heart.  
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
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When Jesus gave us the commandments on which hang all the law, he commanded us to love 
God, and to love each other as ourselves.   Any other law worth following will be based on 
these.

And yes, over and over, we may find ourselves getting it wrong.  But God is a God of love.  
Everything we are asked to do is based on God’s love.  And everything we will fail to do is held 
in Gods’ love.  Each time we fail, God patiently puts us back on the path.  Over and over again.

For God loves us with all God’s heart, all God’s soul, all God’s mind, and all God’s strength.
This week, let us try, once again, to reflect that love toward God, and toward each other as 
ourselves.  For all of life, indeed is about love.

We pray now in the words of St. Francis of Assisi.  
Franciscan scholars believe that in his early life, Francis spent time in a Celtic monastery in 
Bobbio in northern Italy, founded by the Celtic Irish monk, St. Columban.

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace:
where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy. 

O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console,
to be understood as to understand,
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive, 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
Amen.
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