
The 3rd Sunday after Pentecost; June 10th, 2018

1 Samuel 8:4-20; Psalm 138; 	 	 	 	 	     2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1; Mark 3:20-35

1st Reading
A Reading from the First Book of Samuel
Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah, and said to him, 
“You are old and your sons do not follow in your ways; appoint for us, then, a king to govern us, 
like other nations.”  But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, “Give us a king to govern 
us.”  Samuel prayed to the Lord, and the Lord said to Samuel, “Listen to the voice of the people 
in all that they say to you; for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected me from being 
king over them.  Just as they have done to me, from the day I brought them up out of Egypt to 
this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so also they are doing to you.  Now then, listen to 
their voice; only you shall solemnly warn them, and show them the ways of the king who shall 
reign over them.” So Samuel reported all the words of the Lord to the people who were asking 
him for a king.  He said, “These will be the ways of the king who will reign over you: he will 
take your sons and appoint them to his chariots and to be his horsemen, and to run before his 
chariots; and he will appoint for himself commanders of thousands and commanders of fifties, 
and some to plow his ground and to reap his harvest, and to make his implements of war and 
the equipment of his chariots.  He will take your daughters to be perfumers and cooks and 
bakers.  He will take the best of your fields and vineyards and olive orchards and give them to 
his courtiers.  He will take one-tenth of your grain and of your vineyards and give it to his 
officers and his courtiers.  He will take your male and female slaves, and the best of your cattle 
and donkeys, and put them to his work.  He will take one-tenth of your flocks, and you shall be 
his slaves.  And in that day you will cry out because of your king, whom you have chosen for 
yourselves; but the Lord will not answer you in that day.”  But the people refused to listen to the 
voice of Samuel; they said, “No! but we are determined to have a king over us, so that we also 
may be like other nations, and that our king may govern us and go out before us and fight our 
battles.” 

1 SAMUEL 8:4-20



PSALM 138                 P. 895    BAS

1  I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; * before the gods I will sing your 
 praise.
2  I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, * because of your love 
 and faithfulness;
3  For you have glorified your name * and your word above all things.
4  When I called, you answered me; * you increased my strength within me.
5  All the kings of the earth will praise you, O Lord, * when they have heard the words of 
 your mouth.
6  They will sing of the ways of the Lord, * that great is the glory of the Lord.
7  Though the Lord be high, he cares for the lowly; * he perceives the haughty from afar.
8  Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; * you stretch forth your hand 
 against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me.
9  The Lord will make good his purpose for me; * O Lord, your love endures for ever; do not 
 abandon the works of your hands.

God of creation and fulfilment, help us to seek and discover your purposes, that we 
may become willing instruments of your grace, and that all the world may come to 
love and praise your name, in the kingdom of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

2nd READING
A Reading from the Second Letter of Paul to the Corinthians
Just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture — “I believed, and so 
I spoke” — we also believe, and so we speak, because we know that the one who raised the 
Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into his presence.  Yes, 
everything is for your sake, so that grace as it extends to more and more people, may increase 
thanksgiving, to the glory of God.  So we do not lose heart.  Even though our outer nature is 
being renewed day by day.  For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal 
weight of glory beyond all measure, because we look not at what can be seen but at what 
cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal.  For we 
know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 

2 CORINTHIANS 4:13-5:1
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GOSPEL READING
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to Mark
The crowd came together again, so that they could not even eat.  When his family heard it, they 
went out to restrain Jesus, for people were saying, “He has gone out of his mind.”  And the 
scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, “He has Beelzebub, and by the ruler of the 
demons he casts out demons.”  And he called them to him, and spoke to them in parables, 
“How can Satan cast out Satan?  If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot 
stand.  And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand.  And if Satan 
has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but his end has come.  But no one 
can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his property without first tying up the strong man; 
then indeed the house can be plundered.  Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins 
and whatever blasphemies they utter; but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never 
have forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin” — for they had said, “He has an unclean spirit.”  
Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him and called him.  
A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, “Your mother and your brothers and 
sisters are outside, asking for you.”  And he replied, “Who are my mother and my brothers?”  
And looking at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! 
Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.” 

MARK 3:20-35

___________________________________________________________________________________

When his family heard it, they went out to restrain Jesus, for people were saying, 
“He has gone out of his mind.”

In the Gospel of John, Jesus says that the truth will set us free.  One can wonder, if this is the 
case, why do people tend to look away when presented with the truth that will prevent their drift 
into slavery?

There is a funny little trait that many folk have.  I am sure there has to be a name for it.  It is the 
desire to have what many other folk have.  It is also the desire to do what others are seen to be 
doing.  Often, we think of some of these as fads — and some are just that — things wanted by 
large numbers of people for a short intensive length of time — only to be totally ignored 
afterwards.  Remember hula-hoops?

Sometimes this happens at a larger scale.  It has been observed that one major driving force of 
international conflict is the economic differences that occur among various countries.  One 
nation’s economic success and well-being may become the source of discontent in a nearby 
nation that has less.  As greed and envy increase, so do the chances for conflicts to erupt.  These 
days, such conflict may be of a cyber nature with no need for guns to be fired.

Other factors can enter into why wars are fought or promoted.  For example, there were many 
issues, including slavery, surrounding the coming of the U.S. Civil War.  One interesting factor I 
remember being cited in my old history textbook can be described as the `romance of war’ or 
the `glory of war’.  It described new recruits envisioning glory as they pictured themselves 
coming home as revered war heroes. These young men assumed almost automatic victory for 
their side.
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Needless to say for most young soldiers, these notions of  coming glory tragically evaporated in 
the midst of their first battles.  They did not expect the indescribable brutality of war!  Many who 
did make it back had injuries that impaired them for the rest of their lives.

The price of war is high.  But sadly, the potential for winning and reaping the rewards of 
territory, wealth, power and fame remain highly intoxicating.  Even in Biblical times the Israeli 
people watched in awe at how the nations roared and fought one another with seemingly 
impressive results and high sounding propaganda.

We just heard how the Israelites wanted to be like the other nations.  All the benefits of being 
led by a human king looked pretty attractive to them.  Just imagine Israel led by a king! — they 
thought.

But as was learned in the Civil and all other wars — there is a price to pay.  Nothing is free, 
especially in fighting military battles.  God wanted them to know the costs of being led by a 
human.  Keep in mind that we are not talking about a monarchy vs. a democracy as we now 
think of these.  This was the substitution of a mere man in the place of the God of Abraham — 
the one true God.

So what were the costs?  Were they all monetary?  What was the cost of substituting God’s 
leadership with that of men?

Through Samuel, God revealed a tally sheet full of debits.  God made it clear that these were 
costs that will come with human leadership — emphasis on `will’.  God makes the list mainly 
using the word `take’ — that is as in `take’ from the Israelite people.  In describing the actions to 
come from a new head of state, God uses the word `take’ 6 times.

In addition, the words “appoint for himself” are used once in reference to the new leader.  And 
to top it off, God refers to the king telling the Israelites that: “You shall be his slaves.”
Listen to a partial list of what was to be included in what the new head of state would `take’ 
from the people:

• your sons
• your daughters
• your best fields
• your vineyards
• your olive orchards
• 1/10th of your grain/vineyards to give to his courtiers
• your best cattle and donkeys
• 1/10th your flocks

These are not light duty items  So what did the people say?

Ok!  Bring on a king!

One definition of prophecy is the telling of things like they are.  If that involves the future, it can 
be a warning or an encouragement.  And a warning was exactly what it was for the Israelis — a 
warning from God.  Decisions do lead to consequences.  It should have been no surprise that 
what happened in the future followed the predicted pattern.
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In today’s Gospel reading we hear another prophetic voice — that of our Lord.  Now if people 
in Samuel’s time did not seem appreciative of the advance warnings being given; so much less 
inclined were the people in the crowd gathered at Jesus’ family home.

Ever had one of those times when everything you do or you say to others is taken as an offense; 
even when you are actually trying to be helpful.  Well, Jesus was having one of those 
encounters.  People were so offended that they started to yell things like: “He has gone out of his 
mind.”  They even accused Jesus as being possessed by the Devil: “He has Beelzebub, and by 
the ruler of the demons he casts out demons.” they yelled.

Like Samuel, Jesus’ words were rejected — his logic dismissed.  It got so bad that his family had 
to come to try and rescue him into the house.  And we think we have a rough time informing 
people about our faith; what it means to us; what it means to humanity!

What is the bottom line in all of this?  I think it has to do with our expectations.  As church 
attendance lowers in the Western world we find that like in ancient times, people are not always 
too willing to hear what we say.   This is true even when what they are hearing from other places 
is truly not working for them — and even when they are not happy with what life is dishing out 
to them in the everyday world.

If Jesus had trouble getting his message across; so much more would we expect for ourselves to 
be not understood.  Happily, that is not the end of things.  We are likely selling ourselves short.
For as in Biblical days, it is so today that some folk actually will hear; and some will have their 
lives changed for the better by what they hear.  We need not only look for instant results.  

Neat things occur when some folk see that we have something very precious in our Christian 
faith.  It is even better when they decide they just might want to share in what we share.
We may think that we have had a history of too many awkward moments trying to share what 
we believe.  We may think we may not have the words.  Well, we just might surprise ourselves 
at times.  And among the ways to witness to our faith in the best way possible is by being 
responsive to those who notice how we are living it.

As for the promises of others as to what we will gain if we buy into allowing them to control our 
lives; we quietly can simply say `no’ as we maintain our love of God and the ways of Christ and 
the Holy Spirit — the way of love.  In that is life — true life!
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