
Canon Davis Memorial Church
3rd  Sunday of Easter — April 10, 2016
Acts 9:1–2, 3-7, 13-16; Psalm 30; 

Revelation 5:11–14; John 21:1–19
First Reading
Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder 
against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high 
priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues 
at Damascus, so that if he found any who 
belonged to the Way, men or women, he might 
bring them bound to Jerusalem. 

     Acts 9:1-2

Second Reading
Now as he was going along and approaching 
Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed 
around him.  He fell to the ground and heard a 
voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you 
persecute me?”  He asked, “Who are you, Lord?”  
The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are 

persecuting.  But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.”   The men 
who were travelling with him stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. 

Acts 9:3-7

Psalm 30            p. 739

1  I will exalt you, O Lord, because you have lifted me up * and have not let my enemies 
 triumph over me.
2  O Lord my God, I cried out to you, * and you restored me to health.
3  You brought me up, O Lord, from the dead; * you restored my life as I was going down to 
 the grave.
4  Sing to the Lord, you servants of his; * give thanks for the remembrance of his holiness.
5  For his wrath endures but the twinkling of an eye, * his favour for a lifetime.
6  Weeping may spend the night, * but joy comes in the morning.
7  While I felt secure, I said, “I shall never be disturbed. * You, Lord, with your favour, made 
 me as strong as the mountains.”
8  Then you hid your face, * and I was filled with fear.
9  I cried to you, O Lord; * I pleaded with the Lord, saying,
10  “What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the Pit? * will the dust praise you or 
 declare your faithfulness?
11  Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me; * O Lord, be my helper.”
12  You have turned my wailing into dancing; * you have put  off my sack-cloth and clothed 
 me with joy.
13  Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing; * O Lord my God, I will give you thanks 
 for ever.  

God our Father, glorious in giving and restoring life, do not hide your face from your 
people overcome with loneliness and fear; turn our mourning into dancing and 
raise us up with your Son, that we may rejoice in your presence for ever.



Third Reading
But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has 
done to your saints in Jerusalem; and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who 
invoke your name.”  But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen 
to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel;  I myself will show 
him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.”

Acts 9:13-16

Fourth Reading
Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the living 
creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 
singing with full voice, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered to receive power and wealth 
and wisdom and might and honour and glory and blessing!”  Then I heard every creature in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, singing, “To the 
one seated on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honour and glory and might forever 
and ever!”  

Revelation 5:11–14

Fifth Reading
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love 
me more than these?”  He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.”  Jesus said to him, 
“Feed my lambs.”  A second time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”  He said 
to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.”  Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.”  He said to 
him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”  Peter felt hurt because he said to him 
the third time, “Do you love me?”  And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know 
that I love you.”  Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.”

John 21:15–17
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.”  Jesus said to 
him, “Feed my sheep.”

Today’s scripture takes us on a wild ride starting with one man’s hatred of Jesus manifesting itself 
to the point that he seeks every opportunity to persecute Christ’s followers. But as we stay with 
the readings we hear how Jesus appears to him, not to punish this man Saul, but to immerse him 
in the truth of who Christ is.  But that is not enough.  Jesus not only brings Saul to understand 
the truth, our Lord unexpectedly decides to make this man an instrument of his, and have him 
lead the effort to spread the Gospel among the Gentiles.

And from the Book of Revelation we hear of the joy and praise for Jesus the lamb of God by 
those gathered around him.  The praises are described as coming from all in heaven and on 
earth.  Yes, their praises are for the same Jesus who in contrast, Saul hated so very much.  But it 
is not enough that we come to understand that although some people have a real dislike of 
Jesus, that he is the Lamb to whom there will be: “...blessing and honour and glory and might 
forever and ever!”

2



For as we all know, each of us is on a journey.  That journey is likely to be along a winding and 
steeply hilly road.  On that journey we need to know where we can look for trustworthy 
wisdom, love and support.  The last part of today’s readings begins to show light on where we 
indeed can and should look.  Here we find the concluding verses of John to be short and filled 
with insights on how it is to be with God and God’s people.

We at Canon Davis Memorial know how Anglicans always like a good meal.  Our attention is 
immediately captured when we hear the opening words talking about the resurrected Jesus 
having just finished breakfast with the disciples.  Prior to that they had just netted enough fish to 
almost tip over their fishing boat — their nets had almost begun to rip.  All this because Jesus 
asked them to let their nets down on the right or starboard side of the boat.

Jesus was not a professional fisherman in the traditional sense.  But he knew what he was about 
and he knew what he wanted to see happen.  The problem was that he wasn’t going to be able 
to hang around earth much longer.  More than that, he loved the people and knew they needed 
help in coping with the challenges of everyday living.  They/we needed to be physically and 
spiritually nourished and supported.  At the same time, he was about to leave and go to his 
Father.  He was not about to abandon his people either.  On the surface of things, it looked like 
an unsolvable dilemma.  Where was the solution?

So it was that Jesus had a very important and interesting conversation with Peter.  There were 
two major things going on in their exchange of words —> questions and requests.  First, Peter 
was being asked by our Lord about his love of Jesus — not once; not twice; but three times!  
Every time Peter assured Jesus of his love for him.  But Jesus asked again anyway.  Now when 
one loves another person, the last thing one wants is to have the loved one challenge the 
sincerity of that love — it can be very hurtful.  Indeed, Peter’s hurt feelings in the face of Jesus’ 
repetitive questioning was noted in the text.

Secondly, there are the requests of Jesus to Peter.  Two of them seem to touch on the area of 
hospitality as Jesus asks for his lambs and sheep to be fed.  If our Lord had asked this of our 
CDM kitchen crew, the answer would be a “Yes sir, we are willing and able.”  And indeed, they 
would be.  For hospitality is a large part of who we are.

But we know there is more to this request than bringing meals to those in need.  So what was 
Jesus asking of Peter in regard to his lambs and sheep?  Jesus was asking that Peter take on the 
responsibility of looking after the needs of God’s people.

But that is only the starter.  For Peter being a mortal would not be able to look after all of God’s 
people forever.   He was limited in what he could do, and like us would eventually pass away.
Peter also would need the help of the Holy Spirit to be effective in his work.

So in reality Jesus was asking us to look after one another in our earthly lives.       We would take on 
this task using the skills given to us by God as needed and appropriate.  More than that, we 
would also rely on the presence of the Holy Spirit in our hearts.  Each of us is needy in many 
ways.  At the same time, each of us is endowed with gifts by God that we may apply abundantly, 
not only for our own well-being; but for the well-being of others as we become aware of their 
needs.
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Some people at times wonder why God just doesn’t fix things that are wrong.  And sometimes, 
more often than we are aware, God does just that.  But God seeks to share in our lives as we 
share in God’s life.  God wants us to learn to be a loving people.  Wherever we look we can see 
evidence of God works among us.  Importantly, wherever we look we can also see evidence of 
the works which come from God working with his people.

Yes, Christ is the Son of God.  Yes, he seeks our love.  Yes, in our love of him we seek to show 
this love in doing what is important in his eyes.  And what is important in his eyes?  That we love 
one another and show that love by feeding his lambs; by tending to his sheep; and by feeding 
his sheep.  Who are these lambs and sheep?  They are our neighbour.  In this we will have life 
and have it more abundantly.  In this we will be sharing the love of God with his people.  The 
wild ride is not over; it is just beginning!
Praise be to our loving God.
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