
Sunday, November 12th, 2017
Remembrance Day
Micah 4:1-5; 
Psalm 78:1-7; 
Romans 8:31- 39; 
John 15:9-17

1st  READING
A Reading from the Book of Micah 
In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the 
mountains, and shall be raised up above the hills.  Peoples shall stream to it, and many nations 
shall come and say: ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of 
Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.’ For out of Zion shall go 
forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.  He shall judge between many 
peoples, and shall arbitrate between strong nations far away; they shall beat their swords into 
ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more; but they shall all sit under their own vines and under their 
own fig trees, and no one shall make them afraid; for the mouth of the Lord of hosts has spoken.  
For all the peoples walk, each in the name of its god, but we will walk in the name of the Lord 
our God for ever and ever.

Micah 4:1-5

PSALM 78:1-7              p. 806

1  Hear my teaching, O my people; incline your ears to the words of my mouth.
2  I will open my mouth in a parable; I will declare the mysteries of ancient times.
3  That which we have heard and known, and what our forefathers have told us, * we will 
 not hide from their children.
4  We will recount to generations to come the praiseworthy  deeds and the power of the 
 Lord, * and the wonderful works he has done.
5  He gave his decrees to Jacob and established a law for Israel, * which he commanded 
 them to teach their children;
6  That the generations to come might know, and the children yet unborn; that they in their 
 turn might tell it to  their children;
7  So that they might put their trust in God, * and not forget  the deeds of God, but keep his 
 commandments;

God of pilgrims, strengthen our faith, we pray.  Guide us through the uncertainties 
of our journey, and hold before us the vision of your eternal kingdom, made known 
to us in Jesus Christ our Lord.



2nd READING 

A READING FROM THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE ROMANS

What then are we to say about these things?  If God is for us, who is against us?  He who did not 
withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything 
else?  Who will bring any charge against God’s elect?  It is God who justifies.  Who is to 
condemn?  It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, 
who indeed intercedes for us.  Who will separate us from the love of Christ?  Will hardship, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  As it is written,‘For your 
sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.’  No, in all 
these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.  For I am convinced that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 
nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love 
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Romans 8:31- 39

GOSPEL READING
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to John
As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love.  If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and 
abide in his love.  I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy 
may be complete.  ‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 
No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.  You are my friends if 
you do what I command you.  I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does 
not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to 
you everything that I have heard from my Father.  You did not choose me but I chose you.  And I 
appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever 
you ask him in my name.  I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another. 

John 15:9-17

___________________________________________________________________________________

For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in 
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.

It is with Divine Wisdom that we are equipped with the ability to remember.  Without memory, 
we could not exist.  For memory is not only found in our mind; memory is useful to every part of 
our body.  Every time we move, for example, the involved cells all remember what to do, and 
how to do it.  Muscle cells, for instance, know whether to contract or to relax, and by how 
much.  The memories for quick and desired responses are all built into our DNA.

We as humans are one species that flourishes with extended abilities when it comes to our 
memories.  In our later years in life, many of us can recall experiences which are decades old.
We can search back to locate pearls of wisdom shared by another person or a book.  Happy 
events with other folk can be brought forward to enjoy in our minds all over again.  Bad 
experiences are also fair game as memories.  Yet, they still may be useful to help us avoid similar 
events in the here and now or in the future.
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Of course there are a few of us whose memory in the ‘short term’ department can be somewhat 
more difficult to activate.  But even there, a related key word can open up the pathways to bring 
forward the sought after memory.  There are those also who have significant memory loss.  These 
are thankful of those people close by who are happy to help out.

Today we celebrate Remembrance Day Sunday — one day after November 11th —— a day for 
remembering!  To be sure, the memories in focus on Remembrance Day are of a particular kind.
They are to concentrate on the people who have put their lives in harm’s way in order to 
preserve a way of life that is unique to Canada.  But even that is to put things too mildly.  
Embedded in our Canadian Way is our view of what constitutes the promotion and preservation 
of human dignity for all people.  How the people in power in any nation view the rest of 
humanity gets to the heart of who they are as a people.  Is their concern only for themselves? — 
or is their concern including the plight of their/our neighbour?  Do they have a sense of being 
their brother’s keeper as Jesus invites us?

Enter our memories.  One helpful way of entering this discussion is for those of us who were 
alive and aware during WWII to think back on what things were like at that time.  What was our 
greatest threat?  How were people being treated in different nations?  Who were the aggressors 
and who were to be the victims?  How close did this come to home?  How involved were we? 
— and why were we agreeable to becoming involved in a war we wished never happened?

Our memories hold the answers.  But that was decades ago.  How would our memories of then 
serve us in the 21st century in answering the the following questions?  Why should it bother us if 
there is a drift in many nations toward isolation and the reduction or the denial of human rights?
Why should it bother us even as we may feel safe and sure of ourselves in Canada?  After all, the 
oceans that surround much of our land are vast!

In our day of instant communications ideas become known all around the planet almost 
instantly.  An information overload can impede our ability to make good in-depth judgements 
about the values and hazards associated with these ideas.  Importantly, the perception of 
‘neighbourhood’ for many is drifting from being a geographic to a cybernetic concept.  People 
can choose electronically who are their neighbours not because they live nearby; but because 
they think alike.  Critics can thereby be easily avoided — making people feel affirmed in 
whatever they believe regardless of real merit or serious dangers.  This was seen as a major 
downside in the early days of the internet.  And that may have been quite prophetic.  For our 
world is changing a rapid clip.  Much of what was familiar has disappeared from our culture — 
much has been added.  And we adjust and try to cope.

A part of that adjusting and coping is our need to remain alert and responsive.  For not all that is 
new may be as good as promoted to us.  Unexpected serious issues can arise which can directly 
affect our lives — our well-being as people privileged to live in this great land.

One very current example is making headlines this week.  One headline this week describes 
how one ex social medium chief, Warns Site Was Built To Exploit People’s Weaknesses.  This is 
followed by a byline which reads: “God only knows what it's doing to our children's brains."  
We need to be careful of what we unleash abundantly.  For instance, screen based technologies 
are designed to grab our attention and hold it for as long as possible.  How does this affect our 
ability to be present, or to be in relationship with the people who are around us?  We need to be 
keenly aware of who seeks to control what technologies; the capabilities of those technologies; 
and the goals that those in control may be seeking to achieve.  Their motivation needs to be 
clarified.
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On a Remembrance Day in the late 70’s, a chaplain from the Canadian Armed Forces gave the 
sermon at St. George’s, Sarnia.  He gradually brought the congregation to considering one 
important point — one which in the face of what is going on today, still applies.  He concluded 
with the words:  Some of you are probably hawks and some of you are doves.  What really 
matters is our love of the people of our nation.  We owe a great debt to the men and women of 
our Armed Forces who put their lives on the line for the Canada we enjoy today.  The question 
facing all of us is we have been given a gift — now what are we going to do to not lose what we 
have been given?

And no, this was not a call to armed conflict.  It was a call for us to be alert and responsive long 
before conflict can even be remotely a consideration.  This military chaplain was calling us to be 
aware of the forces building in and around our society that can impact who we are as a people.

For example, in these times it appears the world wide web is vulnerable to being used as a 
battleground against us, undermining the electronic systems upon which we depend and 
seeking to undermine our national beliefs — and those of our allies.  Extremists misuse the 
internet to disrupt our systems and to spread their ideas without the checks and balances of face 
to face conversation.  The battlefield is now for altering ideas and for the disruption of free 
societies.  It is not only the internet that is subject to malicious, difficult to monitor attacks.  And 
that is why we need to be ever alert.  That is why we need to be ever constructively responsive.

May we ever remember the dedication and sacrifices of those who brought us the freedoms we 
so enjoy.  We are thankful to God for giving us a land and a nation that is truly precious.  May 
we ever acknowledge and remain faithful to our Creator God.
Be on guard — always!
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