
Canon Davis Memorial Church

Sermon for August 28, 2016 
Jeremiah 2:4-13; 
Psalm 81:1, 10-16; 
Hebrews 13:1-3, 4-8, 15-16;
Luke 14:1, 7-14

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF JEREMIAH
Hear the word of the Lord, O house of Jacob, and all the families of the house of Israel.  Thus 
says the Lord: What wrong did your ancestors find in me that they went far from me, and went 
after worthless things, and became worthless themselves?  They did not say, “Where is the Lord 
who brought us up from the land of Egypt, who led us in the wilderness, in a land of deserts and 
pits, in a land of drought and deep darkness, in a land that no one passes through, where no one 
lives?”  I brought you into a plentiful land to eat its fruits and its good things.  But when you 
entered you defiled my land, and made my heritage an abomination.  The priests did not say, 
“Where is the Lord?”  Those who handle the law did not know me; the rulers transgressed 
against me; the prophets prophesied by Baal, and went after things that do not profit.  Therefore 
once more I accuse you, says the Lord, and I accuse your children’s children.  Cross to the 
coasts of Cyprus and look, send to Kedar and examine with care; see if there has ever been such 
a thing.  Has a nation changed its gods, even though they are no gods?  But my people have 
changed their glory for something that does not profit.  Be appalled, O heavens, at this, be 
shocked, be utterly desolate, says the Lord, for my people have committed two evils: they have 
forsaken me, the fountain of living water, and dug out cisterns for themselves, cracked cisterns 
that can hold no water.

JEREMIAH 2:4-13

PSALM 81:1, 10-16                 p. 812

1  Sing with joy to God our strength * and raise a loud shout to the God of Jacob.
10  I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt and said, * “Open your 
 mouth wide, and I will fill it.”
11  And yet my people did not hear my voice, * and Israel would not obey me.
12  So I gave them over to the stubbornness of their hearts, * to follow their own devices.
13  Oh, that my people would listen to me! * that Israel would walk in my ways!
14  I should soon subdue their enemies * and turn my hand against their foes.
15  Those who hate the Lord would cringe before him, * and their punishment would last for 
 ever.
16  But Israel would I feed with the finest wheat * and  satisfy him with honey from the rock.

Father, forgive our foolish ways, and feed us always with that living bread which is given 
for the life of the world, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord



A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Hebrews
Let mutual love continue.  Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that 
some have entertained angels without knowing it.  Remember those who are in prison, as 
though you were in prison with them; those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves 
were being tortured.   Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be content with what 
you have; for he has said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.”  So we can say with 
confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid.  What can anyone do to me?”  
Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome of 
their way of life, and imitate their faith.  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.  
Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips 
that confess his name.  Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such 
sacrifices are pleasing to God. 

HEBREWS 13:1-3, 5-8, 15-16

THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO LUKE
On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal 
on the sabbath, they were watching him closely.  When he noticed how the guests chose the 
places of honour, he told them a parable.  “When you are invited by someone to a wedding 
banquet, do not sit down at the place of honour, in case someone more distinguished than you 
has been invited by your host; and the host who invited both of you may come and say to you, 
‘Give this person your place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place.  But 
when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he 
may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be honoured in the presence of all who 
sit at the table with you.  For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble 
themselves will be exalted.”  He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a 
luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich 
neighbours, in case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid.  But when you give 
a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind.  And you will be blessed, 
because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”

LUKE 14:1, 7-14

____________________________________________________

I brought you into a plentiful land to eat its fruits and its good things.

My time in three municipalities made Council meetings a regular event for me.  If Council was 
to meet, I was to be there to help clarify any issues related to planning policies.  Of course, 
municipalities like most larger corporate organizations have many meetings.  To some, it might 
seem astonishing that anyone would choose a career endowed with so many meetings.

But meetings do have their upside.  Yes, sometimes they can even be fun.  Bring together a 
diverse group of people into the public arena and fun just might happen — or some fun times, 
anyway.  And if fun seems illusive, things of interest may suffice.  For instance, the persons or 
people who make ‘Council watching’ their greatest pastime.  Without fail, one can depend on 
them being at every meeting.
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I have seen two types of regular attenders:
• those who silently watch and never say a word about what they are observing
• those who also sit silently watching — but after the meeting, are quick to voice their 

opinion to any member of the press who would listen to them.

And then there are the individual members of Council.  Ideally, they represent a wide spectrum 
of the community.  But they have two major goals as Councillors.  One, is the desire to make the 
City a better place for everybody to live.  Secondly, to get re-elected.  And how does one get re-
elected?  Mainly by improving the municipality.  Another way is by frequently getting a lot of 
press coverage — or as some call it, getting a lot of ink.

An unspoken rule was for staff to not get too much ink.  Because if they did, it might knock 
elected officials off the front page.  However ultimately, only the reporters are able to control 
this.  So Council members often get innovative in their quest to get enough attention to help get 
them re-elected the next time around.  This might lead to taking a strong stand on a major issue 
in statesmanlike manner.  Taking the initiative for a new project may also help one to be noticed.
One of the favourite devices was to be the single negative voice concerning a very popular 
proposal.  If things went well, the words of the naysayer would be quickly forgotten.  If things 
went awry, the naysayer could stand up and sound like a wise person indeed as he or she 
reminds everyone of his or her warnings.

One unique technique for garnering attention that I witnessed in one of the three Councils I 
have served was by a Councillor who always arrived 15 - 20 minutes late for the meetings.  This 
truly puzzled me for a while.  So I finally asked a colleague about why this guy never was on 
time.  Did he not notice the time on the Agenda?  Was he forgetful?  Did he not get the memos?  
Did he have a workplace problem?

Well, it was none of the above.  What is it?  I naively asked my fellow staff member.  What is 
coming up this fall?  he asked me.  The municipal election.  said I.  This Councillor is trying to 
insure he is re-elected. said my colleague.

He went on to point out that no one notices in particular the Council members who arrive on 
time, take their seats and await the start of the meeting.  Yet, everyone notices the habitual late-
comer.  They certainly know who he is.

But it is not only the Council members who know.  For this man did not only walk down the 
aisle late — he made it a point to scan the audience, smiling at everyone and waiving to those 
he knew.  That meant that he had to walk almost sideways.  This he did meeting after meeting 
after meeting.  Yes, it worked and he was re-elected.

But we wonder what would have happened if he had tried to bring attention to himself at a 
major dinner party?  What if he decided to instead arrive early to get the best seat?  Would he 
have been able to keep that seat?  How would he have re-acted if someone ushered him to a 
much lesser seat?  
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People in leadership positions often find themselves in the difficult situation where they need to 
instill confidence while not feeling self-important or arrogant.  Central to this concern, Jesus 
points out to us how: For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble 
themselves will be exalted.  I think we have observed this truism many times over.  We may even 
feel very uneasy as we see this pattern emerging in some people.

So how are we to present ourselves?  Jesus suggests that we seek to present ourselves in ways 
that are not presumptuous.  That is good advice.  But it is symbolic.  More to the point, we are to 
be willing to accept the ways Jesus.  This is especially true when our own ways come into 
conflict with his.

But as we are reminded in the other readings for today, this issue goes a lot deeper than a man 
wanting to look good in front of a crowd at a feast.  It gets at the deeper truth that as people try 
to elevate themselves with self-importance and praise, there is at the same time, a very real 
tendency to diminish our appreciation of what God has done and continues to do for us.  More 
than that, we may tend to try to diminish the significance of the harm we may be doing to what 
God has so generously given us.  Everyday it is well for us to notice, to be aware, to take stock of 
what we have been freely given.  We may not know details about the methods involved in 
creation.  But we can be keenly aware and appreciative of the results.

Here in Canada, we have been especially blessed with the bounty yielded from God’s creation.
May we be thankful.  May we recognize and praise God for all God has given us.  May we 
proclaim the goodness and source of all creation.  May we bless God in our proclamation of the 
blessings we receive from our loving God.  May we be intentional in our efforts to be stewards 
of creation.  The beauty of the creator is found in the fruits of creation.  May we ever cherish and 
be humbled by the beauties of the gifts of God to us!  ! ! ! ! !
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