
Sunday, October 22nd, 2017

Exodus 33:12-23; 
Psalm 99; 
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10; 
Matthew 22:15-22

FIRST READING

A Reading from the Book of Exodus 
Moses said to the Lord, "See, you have said to me, 'Bring up this people'; but you have not let 
me know whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, 'I know you by name, and you have 
also found favour in my sight.'  Now if I have found favour in your sight, show me your ways, so 
that I may know you and find favour in your sight. Consider too that this nation is your people."  
He said, "My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest."  And he said to him, "If your 
presence will not go, do not carry us up from here.  For how shall it be known that I have found 
favour in your sight, I and your people, unless you go with us?  In this way, we shall be distinct, I 
and your people, from every people on the face of the earth."  The Lord said to Moses, "I will do 
the very thing that you have asked; for you have found favour in my sight, and I know you by 
name."  Moses said, "Show me your glory, I pray."  And he said, "I will make all my goodness 
pass before you, and will proclaim before you the name, 'The Lord'; and I will be gracious to 
whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy.  But," he said, "you 
cannot see my face; for no one shall see me and live."  And the Lord continued, "See, there is a 
place by me where you shall stand on the rock; and while my glory passes by I will put you in a 
cleft of the rock, and I will cover you with my hand until I have passed by; then I will take away 
my hand, and you shall see my back; but my face shall not be seen." 

EXODUS 33:12-23

PSALM 99
1  The Lord is king; let the people tremble; * he is enthroned upon the Cherubim; let the 
 earth shake.
2  The Lord is great in Zion; * he is high above all peoples.
3  Let them confess his name, which is great and awesome; * he is the Holy One.
4  “O mighty King, lover of justice, you have established equity; * you have executed justice 
 and righteousness in Jacob.”
5  Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God and fall down before his footstool; * he is the 
 Holy One.
6  Moses and Aaron among his priests, and Samuel among those who call upon his name, * 
 they called upon the Lord, and he answered them.
7  He spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud; * they kept his testimonies and the decree that 
 he gave them.
8  “O Lord our God, you answered them indeed; * you were a God who forgave them, yet 
 punished them for their evil deeds.”
9  Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God and worship him upon his holy hill; * for the 
 Lord our God is the Holy  One.

Lord our God, ruler of the universe, you love what is right.  Lead us in your righteousness, 
that we may live to praise you, through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.



2ND READING  

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians 
Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace.  We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention 
you in our prayers, constantly remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and 
labour of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.  For we know, brothers and 
sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, because our message of the gospel came to you 
not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you 
know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake.  And you became 
imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy 
inspired by the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia 
and in Achaia. For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and 
Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become known, so that we have no need to 
speak about it.  For the people of those regions report about us what kind of welcome we had 
among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, and to wait 
for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath 
that is coming. 

1 THESSALONIANS 1:1-10

GOSPEL

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  According to Matthew 
Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said.  So they sent their disciples 
to him, along with the Herodians, saying, "Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the 
way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard 
people with partiality.  Tell us, then, what you think.  Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or 
not?"  But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, "Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 
Show me the coin used for the tax."  And they brought him a denarius.  Then he said to them, 
"Whose head is this, and whose title?"  They answered, "The emperor's."  Then he said to them, 
"Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor's, and to God the things that are 
God's."  When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away.  

MATTHEW 22:15-22
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

"Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor's, and to God the things 
that are God's."

When I was a Junior Planner in Detroit, the hippie movement had its beginning out west.     Like so 
many social movements, the hippie thing started on the west coast and made its way eastward 
across the continent.  On the surface, it seemed like it had a lot of answers to the problems 
emerging in the mid-twentieth century.  These included:

• Getting back to the land and nature
• More honesty and less pretence and show
• Less bending  to authorities
• Love and peace symbol promotion.

All of these and more, made the movement colourful and with a certain level of attractiveness.

Not surprisingly, the corporations were taking note of what was happening.  This was important 
because the hippie movement was definitely anti-corporate, to say the least.  Some folk went as 
far as to try to live off the land without using anything produced by a large company.  Some 
would go deep into the woods, drink from streams, eat berries and wash-up under waterfalls.
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Needless to say, there emerged some rather important problems with all of this.  A limited 
number of folk could live by this new ethic.  But when one stepped back to get a better 
perspective, the situation changed in the context of the real world.

Consider what happens when one takes into account the hundreds of millions of people residing 
in North America.  Think about their daily needs — needs like food, clothing, heat, light, 
healthcare and so much more.  The question arises about where all of this is going to come from 
if millions of people are trying to live off the land.  If everyone lived off the land, where would 
enough productive land be found to support all these people?  We would see species after 
species of wildlife annihilated.  Streams would flow at lower levels or dry up.  Who would staff 
the hospitals?  In summary, this new lifestyle would be unsustainable!  I would end up like much 
of what Puerto Rico is now going through.

Enter today’s Gospel reading.  This is not the only time that the Pharisees have tried to trap Jesus 
to make him look like he doesn’t know what he is talking about — that he is inconsistent, at 
best.  To do this, they raise the issue of the legality of Jews paying taxes to the national 
government.  Their way of putting it is to refer to paying taxes to the emperor.

Now Jesus’ has not ever been seen as `pro-corporate’ — private, institutional or governmental.
He never has said that there is a need for new corporations to be built or that existing ones need 
to expand.  Importantly, nor has he ever really declared that corporate entities should vanish — 
or be dismantled.

Why wouldn’t the spiritual Jesus Christ oppose these human constructs of sophisticated 
organizations?  Shouldn’t the ways of God be enough?  Notice that Jesus did not say that Rome 
should be eliminated.  Notice, too, that Christ did not call for the fall of the emperor or his 
empire.  He did neither of these things in spite of the awful things Rome had done and was still 
doing to its Jewish citizens.

What does Jesus call people to do?  Sustain the emperor and that which he represented.  If Jesus 
were trying to start a revolt against Rome, this would have been a golden opportunity to call 
people to arms.  

So what does he do?  Instead, he says to continue to send money in support of the imperfect 
Rome and its imperfect emperor.  Interestingly, he implies that the money was the emperor’s all 
along, anyway.  Now that is something to ponder.

Jesus doesn’t stop there, however.  He goes on to emphatically call people to give to God what 
is God’s!  If the money is the emperor’s; what then belongs to God? - we may wonder?

In my mind, the answer is ‘our hearts’ belong to God.  We belong to God.  Now what else 
belongs to God?  Actually, all of creation belongs to God as well.

How do we make sense of it all? — can we make any sense of this?  While on one hand Jesus is 
asking people to pay their taxes to support a flawed government; on the other hand he is also 
asking for a spiritual infiltration of Rome.  When we give to God what is God’s, we are giving 
ourselves to God.  This importantly means that we are bringing into action the power of God 
within us wherever we are active in society.  In this case, the power of God would be brought 
into play within the emperor’s domain by the folk serving that domain.  This is powerful!
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It has been said that there are at least 2 ways to change a bad situation from a Biblical view.  The 
Moses approach — lead people out of an awful situation.  The Jesus approach — change a 
troubling situation from within.  Both will work when people act in sync with God.  The choice 
depends on the situation.  In the case of Rome, working from within held the most promise and 
was potentially peaceable in its implementation.

Some people today believe that we need to get rid of super-sized organizations of whatever 
kind.  But Jesus sees the potential value of many of these.

Getting back to our concern with the hippie movement — countless people would fall ill if it 
weren’t for the abilities of large organizations to build and maintain hospitals and deliver 
medicine where it is needed at an affordable price, in good condition.  The same would be true 
in the agricultural field, or education, or natural gas and electricity.  Some corporate bodies do 
awesome work!  We can be very thankful for their contribution to our well-being.

But we all also know that corporate power can become very negative.  Price fixing, share 
holders over customer well-being, inordinate profits, shoddy workmanship to save money, 
deception, factories set up on the other side of the world to exploit labour at poverty levels and 
where human rights are violated, environmental pollution, and more — all at the expense of 
ordinary people, can damage directly, and do greater damage at a broader scale in the long 
term.

That is one reason for church people to relate to the broader communities of society in new 
ways.  Churches have had a fine history of creating and organizing committees and specialized 
groups for extending its ministry and its influence.  It is not unusual for churches to have youth 
committees, senior citizen groups, and other groups dedicated to supporting people in specific 
categories.  Their work is sometimes outstanding.  For example, many of our educational and 
healthcare facilities received their start by the work of the church.

But as Colin Johnson, the Anglican Archbishop of Toronto and of Moosonee and the 
Metropolitan of the Ecclesiastical Province of Ontario, pointed out at our last Clergy Day, we 
should not ignore the role of our members as Christians acting on secular boards, agencies, 
charities, businesses, and more.  When one thinks about it, our working as followers of Christ in 
the everyday world holds great potential for bringing about transformations for the good.  

As I mentioned in last Sunday’s sermon, as followers of Jesus, we advocate a `way’ of living 
based on love.  Applying our way of loving people in non-church settings can make a real 
difference to the group and how it impacts every day folk.  No, this is not to be seen as a call for 
us to become `preachy’.  But we will find ourselves with opportunities to let people know about 
our love of Christ and his importance in our lives.

As one colleague put it.   Jesus did not advocate that we get rid of any corporation.      He instead 
saw the need and the opportunity to transform companies for the better.

May we at Canon Davis Memorial Church welcome and embrace the opportunities where the 
way of Christ can make a real difference.  May that be a major part of our outreach.      May we be 
part of God’s solution.
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