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A READING FROM THE BOOK OF JOB
Then Job answered the Lord: “I know that you can do all 
things, and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted.  
‘Who is this that hides counsel without knowledge?’  
Therefore I have uttered what I did not understand, things 
too wonderful for me, which I did not know.  ‘Hear, and I 
will speak; I will question you, and you declare to me.’  I 
had heard of you by the hearing of the ear, but now my eye 
sees you; therefore I despise myself, and repent in dust and 
ashes.”  And the Lord restored the fortunes of Job when he 
had prayed for his friends; and the Lord gave Job twice as 
much as he had before.  Then there came to him all his 

brothers and sisters and all who had known him before, and they ate bread with him in his 
house; they showed him sympathy and comforted him for all the evil that the Lord had brought 
upon him; and each of them gave him a piece of money and a gold ring.  The Lord blessed the 
latter days of Job more than his beginning; and he had fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand 
camels, a thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand donkeys.  He also had seven sons and three 
daughters.  He named the first Jemimah, the second Keziah, and the third Keren happuch.  In all 
the land there were no women so beautiful as Job’s daughters; and their father gave them an 
inheritance along with their brothers.  After this Job lived one hundred and forty years, and saw 
his children, and his children’s children, four generations. And Job died, old and full of days.      

JOB 42:1-6, 10-17

Psalm 34:1-8 
1  I will bless the Lord at all times; * his praise shall ever be  in my mouth.
2  I will glory in the Lord; * let the humble hear and rejoice.
3  Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord; * let us exalt  his name together.
4  I sought the Lord, and he answered me * and delivered me out of all my terror.
5  Look upon him and be radiant, * and let not your faces be ashamed.
6  I called in my affliction and the Lord heard me * and saved me from all my troubles.
7  The angel of the Lord encompasses those who fear him, * and he will deliver them.
8  Taste and see that the Lord is good; * happy are they who  trust in him!

Hear us, Lord, when we cry to you. Calm our bodies and minds with the peace 
which passes understanding, and make us radiant with the knowledge of your 
goodness; through Jesus Christ our Saviour.

A READING FROM THE LETTER TO THE HEBREWS
Furthermore, the former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death 
from continuing in office; but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues 
forever.  Consequently he is able for all time to save those who approach God through him, 
since he always lives to make intercession for them.  For it was fitting that we should have such a 
high priest, holy, blameless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. 
Unlike the other high priests, he has no need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own 
sins, and then for those of the people; this he did once for all when he offered himself.  For the 
law appoints as high priests those who are subject to weakness, but the word of the oath, which 
came later than the law, appoints a Son who has been made perfect forever.             HEBREWS 7:23-28



THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO MARK

They came to Jericho.  As Jesus and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, 
Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside.  When he heard that it 
was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”  
Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, “Son of David, have 
mercy on me!”  Jesus stood still and said, “Call him here.”  And they called the blind man, 
saying to him, “Take heart; get up, he is calling you.”  So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up 
and came to Jesus.  Then Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?”  The blind 
man said to him, “My teacher, let me see again.”  Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made 
you well.”  Immediately he regained his sight and followed him on the way.     MARK 10:46-52

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Then Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?”  The blind man said 
to him, “My teacher, let me see again.”  Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made 
you well.”

In our hall closet until recently was a red and white cane.  It was my mother’s.  Years ago, we 
watched as she gradually lost her vision to macular degeneration and other complications.  It 
was a heart-wrenching experience for all who were close to her.   The gradual loss of her sight 
affected every aspect of her life — starting with her having to give up driving.  Yet, we know that 
she was but one among countless others who have gone through similar experiences.

Now there are varying degrees and types of blindness.  I wonder how many here have been 
blind at one time or another?  Probably more than would first think of themselves in that way.
It is my guess that there isn’t one among us who hasn’t been without sight for whatever length of 
time.

Some, like my mother, lose their sight gradually due to any number of eye ailments.  Some have 
lost their eyesight more quickly.  Some who can still see a little bit are yet considered to be 
‘legally blind’.  And there are those who are born sightless.  The way we react depends on how 
our moments of blindness take place.

Now thankfully, my eyes are pretty good.       I wear glasses to read and for generally getting along. 
I can drive with or without glasses.  My colour perception is good.       But I have had my moments 
of blindness, also.
As many of you know, I have spent much time in various pulpits around the Deanery of 
Lambton.  I have come to have some wonderful memorable experiences and have met so many 
great people.  Some experiences come closer to being described as adventures.

Such an occasion occurred when I was serving the folk at Forest and Thedford.  It was a snowy 
morning.  At our home in Brights Grove, I couldn’t really tell what the weather would be like in 
Thedford.  At the time I left for Thedford, no one had yet called to warn me of any problems.  So 
off I went to officiate at the early service.  5 minutes after I left, one of the wardens called our 
home to say the weather was so bad that the service had been cancelled.  But I was isolated in 
my car and on my way.
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The weather was getting worse, but I could still manage safely.  Then I hit a stretch of road where 
the lake-effect snow squalls were such that the road completely disappeared.  My eyes became 
useless.  I could see nothing!  All was white!  If I kept driving, I would likely end up in a ditch.
If I stopped, I would be risking being hit from behind!

I did was what I thought was the least dangerous option.  I stopped the car.  My heart was 
pounding as I prayerfully sat blinded in my car on a major road.  The situation was made worse 
by the fact that I knew snow plows were on the roads and would not likely see me in time to 
stop a rear end collision.  Thankfully, two long minutes later, the white-out shifted away and I 
could see again and promptly moved on my way.  I got to the Thedford church where I found 
that the congregation had wisely stayed in the safety of their homes.  I will never forget the sense 
of blindness that I felt that day.

Many of us have had similar experiences of blindness.  One familiar example may be when we 
have a power failure in the middle of the night and we fumble through our homes looking for a 
flashlight.   In thinking of such moments, we experience just small doses of what it must be like 
to be blind all of the time.

When the blind Bartimaeus was told to be quiet when he called out, “Jesus, Son of David, have 
mercy on me!”, it is doubtful that any of those near him put themselves in the same shoes/
sandals that he was wearing.  They heard his yelling and were likely annoyed.  After all, they 
had come to see Jesus and not to hear someone crying out.

Contrast this with the reaction of our Lord.  As the most important person there, what did he do?
Did he send Bartimaeus away?  Did he tell him to quiet down?  What did Jesus do?  Our Lord 
quickly revealed himself as the servant that he was and is — the servant of all.  Jesus as the one 
who was the reason for the gathered crowd said to the blind man, “What do you want me to do 
for you?”

And at that point, those who would be annoyed found themselves witnessing a most profound 
act of love.  They became living witnesses to the movement of God in the healing of Bartimaeus.
That was an experience to be remembered throughout all eternity.

But the miracle does not stop there.  The healing of Bartimaeus also provides all of us with the 
additional insight that our blindness is not always physical.  We at times can find ourselves 
becoming blind to the richness of Christ’s message of love, healing and peace.  The beauty of 
this Gospel story is found in the readiness of Christ to always be ready through Grace to bring 
the miracle of healing when spiritual blindness begins to creep into our lives.  Our job is to 
notice and not be afraid to call out to our Lord for the healing we need.  We may have to call 
out several times.  But even as we call out, we can find ourselves being aware of that which we 
failed to notice before.

Thanks be to our loving Christ who says to us in times of trouble, “What do you want me to do 
for you?”
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