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Sunday, October 4, 2020  — 18th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 and Psalm 19  •  Isaiah 5:1-7 and  

Psalm 80:7-15  •  Philippians 3:4b-14  •  Matthew 21:33-46 

Dear Friends, 
I believe that one of the great gifts of God to humanity has been the gift of the 
planet Earth.  It is so wonderfully made.  We can only imagine the fullness of the 
intricacies and complexities of this most impressive creation.   

Yes, things can go wrong on it.  But there is beauty in how the earth can  heal itself 
in so many ways.  And when healing seems impossible, there are the back-up 
provisions where unexpected systems and countless parts of the web of life seem 
programmed to be automatically activated to keep the earth functioning well.  

When I worked one summer at the Forest Service, I was introduced to the way 
some forests repair much of the damage wrought by fire.  What remains after a 
forest fire is a vision of charred desolate terrain and lifelessness.  All the eye sees at 
first are the blackened remains of what was fine timber and underbrush. 

After days and weeks, things begin to change.  Green sprouts start to appear 
coming from the ground, from charred branches and from pine cones, mainly Red 
Pine cones.  A whole new forest is born from this new growth.  Needless to say, the 
process is more complex than this.  But the system is of God and the system works.  
I saw a similar example in the coming of new life in the volcano debris area of 
Mount St. Helen’s in Washington State.  Green sprouts could be seen pushing ashes 
aside as they sought rain and light. 

The earth is protected in this and similar ways because of one thing; just one thing.  
The earth is a very precious and cherished creation of God.  Not only is it special in 
its own right; it is special in the way it supports life.  And that life includes you and 
me!  We find ourselves living on this globe full of life and beauty.  We are sustained 
in great numbers.  No two of us are alike.  We look, act and interact as unique 
individuals.  Not only that; but we are given the gift of love.  God’s love is shared 
with us with the request that we in turn love one another. 
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We have not just been left alone to only serve ourselves.  We are here with a 
greater mission in life.  God has reached out for us to know how to best live 
fulfilling lives during our stay.  Again, the advice of God is that we do this in love. 
Now the inclusion of you and of me adds a whole new dimension — life with 
advanced intelligence.  As we know, few if any other places in the universe can 
claim such a feature.  So it is that we are special.   

But uniqueness is no guarantee of greatness.  Things can range from uniquely good 
to uniquely bad. But as we look at the human condition, we find that which 
promotes human well-being, and also that which is destructive. 

It is here that God has an important ongoing role in human lives.  What does God 
do?  God does not remain silent!  God reaches out to people in ways by which we 
can understand about the consequences of our actions — good and bad.  How 
does God do this?  …By example elsewhere in creation.  …By having us learn by 
experience (school of hard knocks). …By having us learn from the experience of 
other people.  …By word.  …Through the stories of people who have gone before 
us. …By the Word   …and by God’s movement among us. 

Why does God go to all the trouble of reaching out to us and being open to us also 
reaching out to God?  It is because we, God’s people, are precious in God’s sight.  
We are precious beyond all imagining to the one and only living God.  So it is that 
we are forever thankful for and to God as Father, as Son and as Holy Spirit. 

God’s blessing be upon you and all those you love. 

——————————————————————————- 

You are invited to go each Sunday and/or Wednesday to the link:  
 tinyurl.com/StAlbans-CDMC 

That is the link to St. Alban’s Anglican Church in Burnaby B.C.  Follow the 
instructions.  You will find links to the Rev’d Greg Jenkins officiating at an Anglican 
church service with a children’s focus, church music, readings, prayers and a 
sermon.   

If you are also interested in joining their weekly Bible Study, contact Rev. Greg at 
revgregjenkins@gmail.com    He will be more than happy to be in touch about 
joining in with their group by ZOOM.  I hope you will find these services help to 
deepen your faith. 
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——————————————————————————- 

We are joining with many parishes in our deanery in providing telephone support 
to our members and friends.  This support is designed to keep us up to date, while 
not requiring a computer.  The CDMC Pastoral Letter will be read this week through 
our phone ministry. 


