
Canon Davis Memorial Church 
4TH  Sunday After the Epiphany — January 31st, 2016

Morning prayer – Celtic Tradition
Jeremiah 1:4-7; Psalm 71:1-6; 1 Corinthians 13:1-3; 
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a; 1 Corinthians 13:12-13; Luke 4:24-30

First Reading
Now the word of the Lord came to me saying, “Before I formed you 
in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated 
you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.”  Then I said, “Ah, Lord 

God! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a boy.”  But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am 
only a boy’; for you shall go to all to whom I send you, and you shall speak whatever I command you. 
     Jeremiah 1:4-7

Second Reading
If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging 
cymbal.  And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have 
all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.  If I give away all my 
possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.

1 Corinthians 13:1-3

Third Reading
Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude.  It does not insist on its 
own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth.  It 
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  Love never ends. 

1 Corinthians 13:4-8a
Fourth Reading
For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face.  Now I know only in part; then I 
will know fully, even as I have been fully known.  And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and 
the greatest of these is love.           1 Corinthians 13:12-13

Fifth Reading
And Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet’s hometown.  But the truth is, 
there were many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three years and six 
months, and there was a severe famine over all the land; yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a 
widow at Zarephath in Sidon.  There were also many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, 
and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.”  When they heard this, all in the synagogue 
were filled with rage.  They got up, drove him out of the town, and led him to the brow of the hill on 
which their town was built, so that they might hurl him off the cliff.  But he passed through the midst of 
them and went on his way.              Luke 4:24-30

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known.

At the risk of repeating a story that I may have used in a sermon some time ago, I am going to share this 
true experience with you this morning.  It was back in the days when we called the Parish Council a 
Board of Management.  I do admit that I sometimes still refer to it with those words.  Old habits have a 
way of not leaving too quickly.

A regular meeting of the Board of Management of Anonymous Anglican Church in Canadaville  had a 
few controversial items on the agenda.  So people were not eagerly looking forward to this event.  There 
was a sense of unease in the air.



During the discussion of one of the items on the agenda, someone said that the Bible made it clear that 
we should act in a certain way.  Immediately another member of the Board declared that the Bible was 
and is the most confusing book ever published and that he wasn’t sure that he understood any of it.  Still 
another board member then came to be heard from across the table declaring that scripture was very 
clear and that he understood every word!

Well, things went downhill from there as the other folk present  became frozen in their chairs as the 
argument ranted on.  The poor guy who was acting as chair was unable to stop what was going on.  Yes, 
this seemed to be a study in extremism.  Not one of the participants in this argument was fully correct in 
my opinion.

The Bible can be very challenging at times.  This is not only true for ordinary people, but for scholars as 
well.  Some theologians have dedicated their lives to trying to figure out what is really being said in 
certain areas of the Bible.  So to say that one understands every word could seem a bit pretentious!
And nor is it true that everything in the Bible is confusing.

We have all seen where quoting scripture can lead to extreme displays of emotions.  One needs to be 
careful.  For example, I saw a news clip the other night, of Donald Trump getting into trouble with 
commentator Bill O'Reilly over the Biblical quotes about an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.  It 
seems that the more intense the emotions, the looser people  tend to get with their use of holy scripture.
We really need to be careful not to overstate things, but keep them in perspective.

At present, it is estimated that there are somewhere between 33,000 and 34,000 Christian 
denominations in the world.  Every denomination has at least one distinguishing way of interpreting 
what they see as a key part of scripture, that necessitates setting them apart from everyone else.  Even 
now in our Worldwide Anglican Communion we see fracturous rhetoric escalating between national 
segments — all over Biblical interpretation.  In the Gospels, Jesus at times seems to have a way of taking 
Old Testament scripture and re-interpreting parts of it with new clarity and intent.  Old understandings 
then may fall by the wayside.

Today’s readings seem to focus on our need to be more open-minded when it comes to scripture.  In 
today’s Gospel reading we hear how after reading verses from Isaiah, our Lord closes the scroll and says, 
“Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”  Jesus then sensed that these old familiar 
townsfolk were willing to accept Jesus as the Messiah — but only if he would prove it by a miracle, or 
two, or more.  If Jesus was convinced he was messianic, let him prove it to us, the thinking seemed to 
have been.

But underlying their challenge was a troubling lack of belief in Jesus’ messiahship.  Notice they talked 
about hearing of his miracles — not about believing in them.  To these people, scripture being fulfilled in 
their hearing meant they should have witnessed these words manifested in the ways that they wanted.

Jesus then proceeded to point out more scripture references that would counter their expectations — old 
neighbours then in turn became very angry.  Some theologians believe that the end of the reading 
describes Jesus actually giving his old neighbours a miracle — a miracle they did not want.  Our Lord is 
said to have, ...passed through the midst of them and went on his way.  That would have normally been 
close to impossible, given the rage of the mob that was trying to toss him off a nearby cliff.

Scripture is dynamic and living.  In a changing world, our unchangeable God has given us words that 
come to life in new ways as our patterns of living, technology, environmental conditions and social 
interactions move in new directions.  In theological terms, as our human conditions and experiences 
change, we find out new things about God and God’s relationship to us.  Like the title of the last book of 
the Bible, we call this revelation.  Throughout history, we can see and continue to see God revealing 
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more and more about who God is.  We need to pay attention to what God says to us and where God is 
leading us in a world that seems so uncertain on so many levels.

This why the early Celtic Christians had the right attitude.  They did their best to interpret scripture and 
be guided by God’s Holy Spirit.  At the same time they did not get worked up about differences of 
interpretation from one Celtic community to another.  They saw these differences as reasons for more 
reflection, and as learning opportunities.

The Apostle Paul was inspired to write 1 Corinthians 13 to draw our focus on two central themes of 
scripture — God’s love of us, and our need to keep love central to all we do.  The profound words of 
Paul in 1 Corinthians 13 not only helps us to have a profound context for interpreting scripture, it 
beautifully gives us a greater understanding of the most important force in all of creation — and that is 
love.  Our lives thrive when they are imbued with love.

Love was not created.

Love did not evolve.

Love is the essence of God.

Love is eternal.

We are so very blessed.

Thanks be to God.
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