
MAUNDY THURSDAY
March 29th, 2018
ISAIAH 42:1-9; 11-14; PSALM 116:1, 10-17; 
1 CORINTHIANS 11:23-26; JOHN 13:1-17, 31B-35

FIRST READING
A Reading from the Book of Isaiah 
Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit 
upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations.  He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make 
it heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not 
quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice.  He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has 
established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching.  Thus says God, the 
Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what 
comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: I am the 
Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have 
given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to 
bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness.  I am the 
Lord, that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols.  See, the former things 
have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them. 

ISAIAH 42:1-9

PSALM 116:1,10-17                  p. 864

1  I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of  my supplication, * because he has 
 inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him.
10  How shall I repay the Lord * for all the good things he has done for me?
11  I will lift up the cup of salvation * and call upon the name of the Lord.
12  I will fulfil my vows to the Lord * in the presence of all his people.
13  Precious in the sight of the Lord * is the death of his servants.
14  O Lord, I am your servant; * I am your servant and the child of your handmaid; you have 
 freed me from my  bonds.
15  I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving * and call upon the name of the Lord.
16  I will fulfil my vows to the Lord * in the presence of all his people.
17  In the courts of the Lord’s house, * in the midst of you, O  Jerusalem. 
 Hallelujah!

Eternal God, faithful in your tender compassion, you give us hope for our life here 
and hereafter through the victory of your only Son.  When we share his cup of 
salvation, revive us in the joy of this everlasting gift. We ask this in his name.  Amen.

SECOND READING

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the  Corinthians 
For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when 
he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This 
is my body that is for you.  Do this in remembrance of me."  In the same way he took the cup 
also, after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood.  Do this, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of me."  For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you 
proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

1 CORINTHIANS 11:23-26



GOSPEL READING
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to John 
Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this 
world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the 
end.  The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him.  
And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he 
had come from God and was going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and 
tied a towel around himself.  Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' 
feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him.  He came to Simon Peter, who 
said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?" Jesus answered, "You do not know now what 
I am doing, but later you will understand."  Peter said to him, "You will never wash my feet." 
Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no share with me."  Simon Peter said to him, 
"Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!"  Jesus said to him, "One who has 
bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean.  And you are clean, 
though not all of you."  For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, "Not all of 
you are clean."  After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the 
table, he said to them, "Do you know what I have done to you?  You call me Teacher and Lord - 
and you are right, for that is what I am.  So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, 
you also ought to wash one another's feet.  For I have set you an example, that you also should 
do as I have done to you.  Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are 
messengers greater than the one who sent them.  If you know these things, you are blessed if 
you do them.  Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him.  If 
God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once.  
Little children, I am with you only a little longer.  You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews 
so now I say to you, 'Where I am going, you cannot come.'  I give you a new commandment, 
that you love one another.  Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.  By this 
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another." 

JOHN 13:1-17, 31B-35

___________________________________________________________________________________

“By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another."

When I was first in elementary school, we had a new building and from outward appearances, 
things were really good.  My teachers were helpful and kind.  We did have a strict principal, 
who sternly saw to it that we marched single file, without a word, to our next class when the bell 
rang.  She also saw to it that we were not allowed into the building in the morning until the first 
bell rang.  No, it mattered not, how cold, and otherwise how unpleasant the weather was.
Outside is where we belonged — and quietly so.  It didn’t seem to bother her that it would be a 
while before our little frozen fingers would be able to pick up a pencil and write some notes on 
a paper.
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I am old enough to remember that we had ink wells, with real ink in them, built into our school 
desks.  Yes, there were fingertip-sized black streaks leading from some of these wells. 
Occasionally also, some kids would return home with unexplained black streaks just above the 
nape of their necks.  Also, girls were well-advised to not wear their hair in pigtails.

Yet, as good as things seemed, there was an ever present sense of something being wrong.  We 
may have just won the Second World War.  There was much rejoicing, and yet, and yet, there on 
the heels of that awful conflict, came daily reminders that we were then in a cold war with the 
Soviet Union.  And while the cold war had very few open hostilities, there was a constant worry 
that things would flare up into open warfare again.  Worse yet, the Soviets had the atomic bomb 
and seemed like they were anxious to use it on us.

To little kids, 5 years and older, this meant regular school air raid drills.  The siren would sound 
and we would line up single file in the school hallways as we were led down the stairs into the 
school  basement.  And for 30 minutes we would sit with our backs to the high pressure steam 
lines that ran through the basement.  Happily, no real air raid ever came.  For if our school 
would have been hit, the children would have all perished by superheated steam — and we 
knew it deep down.  

Today, we have many paradoxes concerning our well being and prospects for the future.  It 
seems that our technological advances know few if any limits.  For a while we seemed to be 
advancing in how our culture promoted our need to better get along with each other.

However, more recently, we seem to have come to a fork in the road — a fork where society is 
making the wrong choice.  A mean-spiritedness seems to be spreading within western culture.
Prejudices are surfacing, and selfishness over compassion is all too often the familiar scenario.
Extremism is growing and the voices of wisdom are easily drowned out from the hearing of 
most.  And when one looks for signs of optimism, pessimism may be easier to find.

And this applies to people of faith, as well.  Reduced attendance and church closings all seem to 
saying that no one wants to hear what we have to say anymore.  Yes, that is the way it can seem.

Actually, things may not be entirely as they appear.  Think about the disciples who were with 
Jesus at the last supper — they really had reason to despair.  Their Lord was telling them of his 
coming death and departure.  This was the man they had trusted so thoroughly over the past 3 
years of his ministry.

Now he said that he was leaving and that no one could come with him.  This left them confused 
and depressed.  The events that followed even made matters worse.  They were faced with the 
implications of the crucifixion and burial at what they thought to be his final resting place.

So what was our Lord’s advice to his supporters?  To run?  to hide?  to fight?  to verbally abuse 
opponents?  Well — none of the above.

- 3 -



Jesus instruction to these people he loved so dearly is boiled down to a few words: Just as I have 
loved you, you also should love one another.  By this everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another.

At first hearing, Jesus’ words to his followers seemed like a prescription for them to do the best 
they could to look after one another in the wake of a miserable failure in trying to establish a 
religious movement.

Then we look at what happened afterward.  The movement progressed strongly.  And backing 
the integrity of what became known as `The Way’ was the impact of a group of people who did 
just what Christ asked them to do.  They loved one another as they spread the Gospel.  Yes, there 
were times of frowning & disagreement.  But even in these there was an underlying love that 
propelled these people in setting history on a different track.

It is the same for us today.  All the church innovations and words and music and plans will 
come to nought if we forget Jesus call to us to love one another.  If what we do is done out of 
love, the world will begin to see that truth and respond to it.  If we choose another approach, we 
will become something akin to social clubs.  Church attendance may be going down.  Church 
closures may continue.  But how we continue to live our lives will speak louder than any words 
alone.

Jesus directly asks us to love — period!  That is to be our number one priority!

Amen.
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Collect
O God,
your Son Jesus Christ
has left to us this meal of bread and wine
in which we share his body and his blood.
May we who celebrate this sign of his great love
show in our lives the fruits of his redemption;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Prayer over the Gifts
Father,
we spread this table
to remember the loving sacrifice of Jesus Christ, your Son.
Accept all we offer you this day.
Bind us together in his love
and in the love he has commanded us to bring one another;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Prayer After Communion
Holy God,
source of all love,
on the night of his betrayal
Jesus gave his disciples a new commandment,
to love one another as he loved them.
Write this commandment in our hearts;
give us the will to serve others
as he was the servant of all,
who gave his life and died for us,
yet is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
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