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Isaiah 60:1–6;  Psalm 72:1–7, 10–14; 

Ephesians 3:1–12; Matthew 2:1–12
_____________________________________________________________________________

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF ISAIAH
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of 
the Lord has risen upon you.  For darkness shall 
cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but 
the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will 
appear over you. Nations shall come to your light, 

and kings to the brightness of your dawn.  Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather 
together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be 
carried on their nurses’ arms.  Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and 
rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations 
shall come to you.  A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and 
Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come.  They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall 
proclaim the praise of the Lord. 

                ISAIAH 60:1–6

Psalm 72               pg 797 BAS

1  Give the king your justice, O God, * and your righteousness to the king’s son;
2  That he may rule your people righteously * and the poor with justice;
3  That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, * and the little hills bring 
 righteousness.
4  He shall defend the needy among the people; * he shall rescue the poor and crush the 
 oppressor.
5  He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, * from  one generation to another.
6  He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, * like showers that water the earth.
7  In his time shall the righteous flourish; * there shall be abundance of peace till the moon 
 shall be no more.
10  The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute, * and the kings of Arabia and Saba 
 offer gifts.
11  All kings shall bow down before him, * and all the nations do him service.
12  For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress, * and the oppressed who has no 
 helper.
13  He shall have pity on the lowly and poor; * he shall preserve the lives of the needy.
14  He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence, * and dear shall their blood be 
 in his sight.

O God, bring our nation and all nations to a sense of justice and equity, that 
poverty, oppression, and violence may vanish and all may know peace and plenty.  
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ.



A READING FROM THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE EPHESIANS
This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles — for 
surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for you, and 
how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, a 
reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ.  In 
former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been 
revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become fellow 
heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.  
Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given me by 
the working of his power.  Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to 
me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone see 
what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; so that through 
the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly places.  This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has 
carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access to God in boldness and 
confidence through faith in him.

EPHESIANS 3:1-12

THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO MATTHEW

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 
came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews?  For we 
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.”  When King Herod heard 
this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.  They told him, “In 
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land 
of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who 
is to shepherd my people Israel.’”  Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from 
them the exact time when the star had appeared.  Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go 
and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may 
also go and pay him homage.”  When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of 
them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the 
child was.  When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.  On 
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him 
homage.  Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh.  And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own 
country by another road. 

MATTHEW 2:1–12

2



Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

Henry Ford has been quoted to have said,  History is bunk!  Historians frequently find 
themselves frustrated by how so many folk are learning History by Hollywood, where any 
resemblance between the film plot and what actually happened on the ground can be difficult 
to find.  It seems sometimes that we have a similar problem with the story of the Magi — the 
Wise Men.  This is one of the favourite stories of a lot of people.  It has affected our culture 
down to this very day.  The celebration of Jesus by the giving of gifts to one another is well 
rooted in the gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh for the Christ child.

Now to be clear.  There has been no deception and no adjusting of the storyline by anyone so as 
to win a Golden Globe best film award.  Rather, it would seem that we have earned a Not 
paying enough attention to what we are reading award.

How so?  I will start with one of the most common misconceptions about what took place.  
When I write up my sermons for distribution to shut-ins, I usually include a small inset with a 
picture relating to the main Biblical reference for the sermon.  So for Christmas Eve, I searched 
the internet for a free clipart picture of the Nativity Scene.  As you might imagine, I found an 
almost unlimited assortment of pictures from which to choose.

At first, I was delighted.  So I started by scanning over them.  And then, I began to check out the 
details.  Although I should not have been surprised — I was taken aback by how few were actually 
suitable.  Why were most pictures not quite right in my opinion?  Almost all of these Nativity Scenes had 
the star above the crib where the newborn Jesus lay.  And of these, all too many also showed the Magi 
paying homage to the baby in the manger.

So what was wrong with this?  You see, the Wise Men came to Jesus when he was no longer a baby!
Today’s reading describes Jesus as a child, not as a baby and there is no talk of a manger.  Instead the 
Magi are described as entering the house!  Time has moved along.  It is estimated that the Wise 
Men came onto where Jesus was living about 2 years after his birth.

Also, the writers of Matthew never say how many Magi there were.  We generally assume there 
to have been 3 because of the 3 types of gifts being offered to the Christ Child.  We really do not 
know the names of each Magi, either.  In fact, we are given very little information in the Bible 
about these mysterious men who have come from the East to pay homage to our Lord and 
Saviour.  To add to our lack of knowledge, we are also told very little about the star.  People 
continue to debate the nature of this star that is described as moving and then visibly coming to 
a stop where Jesus could be found.

What can we learn from this wonderful and endearing story?  We can learn a lot actually.  First, 
this story reaffirms our perception that God quite often acts in mysterious ways.  The Magi were 
believed to be astrologers.   Elsewhere in  scripture, astrology is something we are warned to 
avoid.  But there is no criticism of astrology, here.

Travel in those days was very risky.  There was always the danger of encountering highway 
bandits.  This would have bee a major risk for the Wise Men because they were carrying goods 
of great value with them.
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On the surface of it, it would appear that these men came to Jesus, risking their lives — but 
strangely they came with no self-interest — they were not seeking riches in return.
In human terms, there was nothing in this trek for them!  They paid homage, but are not 
recorded as getting anything tangible in return.

So does this have any meaning for us?  I think it does.  Any person may in some way or another 
hear of Jesus and of his importance to us.  But one’s next job is to make the decision to go and 
find him.  Our seeking to encounter Jesus may be an adventure in and of itself.  Some will 
decide it is not worth the journey and not proceed.  Some may risk all they have.  They may 
even follow him as a star.  Along the way they may meet some Herod types who would pretend 
to befriend them and then try to undermine the power of Christ, once he was/is found.  And 
sometimes one may feel uncomfortable with the likes of a Herod figure, and sense a warning to 
travel by another route.

I think too, an interesting observation can be made about people like Herod.  Folk who deal all 
the time in violent ways can become so fearful and protective of their own position that they 
become very quick to put more violence on others as real fear sets in.

The story of the Magi, leaves us wanting to know more.  This wonderful story is about some very 
wise men who made a significant and brave journey from the East to seek out the Christ Child.
This story can also be very much about us and our journey to Christ.  We may not have extreme 
riches — but we all have our God given gifts to share, and we travel roads that are often winding  
and hilly with surprises along the way.  We as Christians are people who travel following the star 
— the light — the light of the world even though it may at times seem risky.

And when we come upon our Lord, we may not receive any valuable goods to take away with 
us.  In fact we actually find that, it is in giving in love that we find true life.  What greater gift 
could there ever be?  And Mr. Ford, that is no bunk!

4


