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1ST READING
A Reading from the Book of Numbers
So the Lord said to Moses, ‘Gather for me seventy of the elders of Israel, whom you know to be 
the elders of the people and officers over them; bring them to the tent of meeting, and have 
them take their place there with you.  I will come down and talk with you there; and I will take 
some of the spirit that is on you and put it on them; and they shall bear the burden of the people 
along with you so that you will not bear it all by yourself.
So Moses went out and told the people the words of the Lord; and he gathered seventy elders of 
the people, and placed them all around the tent.  Then the Lord came down in the cloud and 
spoke to him, and took some of the spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders; and 
when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied.  But they did not do so again.

Numbers 11:16-17, 24-25a

PSALM 84                     P. 818 BAS

1  How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts! * My soul has a desire and longing for 
 the courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.
2  The sparrow has found her a house and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; 
 * by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God.
3  Happy are they who dwell in your house! * they will always be praising you.
4  Happy are the people whose strength is in you! * whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ 
 way.
5  Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, * for the early 
 rains have covered it with pools of water.
6  They will climb from height to height, * and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion.
7  Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; * hearken, O God of  Jacob.
8  Behold our defender, O God; * and look upon the face of your anointed.
9  For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my own room, * and to stand at the 
 threshold of the house of  my God than to dwell in the tents of the wicked.
10  For the Lord God is both sun and shield; * he will give grace and glory;
11  No good thing will the Lord withhold * from those who walk with integrity.
12  O Lord of hosts, * happy are they who put their trust in you!  

God of pilgrims, teach us to recognize your dwelling-place in the love, generosity, 
and support of those with whom we share our journey, and help us to worship you 
in our response to those who need our care; for all the world is your temple and 
every human heart is a sign of your presence, made known to us in Jesus Christ our 
Lord.



2ND READING

A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans
For, ‘Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’  But how are they to call on 
one in whom they have not believed?  And how are they to believe in one of whom they have 
never heard?  And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him?  And how are they to 
proclaim him unless they are sent?  As it is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who 
bring good news!’

Romans 10:13-15

GOSPEL READING
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to Luke
After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to every 
town and place where he himself intended to go.  He said to them, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but 
the labourers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest.  
Go on your way.  See, I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves.  Carry no purse, 
no bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the road.  Whatever house you enter, first say, “Peace to 
this house!”  And if anyone is there who shares in peace, your peace will rest on that person; but 
if not, it will return to you.

Luke 10:1-6

___________________________________________________________________________________

‘How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!’

The Apostle Paul makes this wonderful observation — especially for us in a time in history when 
so many are generating news that seems more associated with feet that somehow, may not really 
be all that beautiful!  It appears some folk may think that wearing fancy shoes will give the 
mistaken impression that beautiful feet reside in their shoes.

We often hear the expression, Don’t shoot the messenger.  After all, the messenger is not the real 
source of unwanted news.  So it makes no sense to blame such a person for bringing messages 
we do not want to hear?

On the other hand, there can be the view expressed in our second reading.  Yes, there can be 
comfort; even joy felt by us toward an individual who brings us good news.  Our joy may not be 
limited to the news — but may bubble over in good feelings toward the bearer of the message.
We may want to give her or him a hug, if he or she is willing to have one.  And that certainly 
can hold true when it comes to the Good News of our Lord Jesus Christ! — the Gospel.  So 
important is this observation about beautiful feet that it first appears in Isaiah (52); and then in 
Romans (10)!

In an age of declining church attendance in so many places, the value of these words takes on 
additional importance.  For it appears that we have fewer bearers of the Good News in an age 
which would seem to demand that more people dedicate themselves in sharing the wisdom of 
the good news of God in Jesus Christ.  For God knows how huge the potential harvest around us 
is; and God knows how few workers exist to bring in that harvest.

Now my totally unbiased opinion (well, yes, maybe I am a little bit biased) is, that you will find 
Greg is one of those folk who has beautiful feet.  He has a love for our Lord and a wonderful 
way of sharing that love with other people.

- 2 -



Today, you are meeting  Sally, David, Jennifer and me for the first time.  That is just the 
beginning.  No, the rest of the family is not thinking of coming out for a visit, as nice as that 
would be.  At our family gatherings, we number around 30 people.  We all get along well and 
have a great time together.

Now in Seminary, my homiletics instructor had some very firm ideas about what should or 
should not be part of our sharing the Good News.  But Greg and I had different homiletics 
teachers.  Mine was very strong on how we were not to talk about ourselves (families included) 
in any sermon.  He also said that we should give homilies at least 20 minutes in length — 
preferably a ½ hour!  Thankfully for you and many others, this notion was quickly stopped by 
our Bishop.

Greg’s homiletics professor gave no such advise.  Bottom line.  Greg’s sermons are usually in the 
Anglican tradition of 8 - 12 minutes.

Through his sermons you will over the years get to know most of Greg’s family — all 30 plus a 
friend or two or more.  The people of Trinity Anglican Church in Cambridge, at one point asked 
if Greg would kindly put pictures of all of his kinfolk on the bulletin board, along with an 
organization chart.  The parishioners wanted to be able to picture in their minds the faces of 
who Greg was talking about is his sermons!

All he does in his ministry, including his sermons, is focused on bringing people to know God 
and God’s love in this world.  As a very spiritual person, Greg is good at it!  

I gave Greg a present when he was inducted into his church in Cambridge.  What was it?  A 
coffee mug!  Now that seemed particularly inappropriate because Greg does not care for 
coffee!!!   This cup is about ⅓ larger than most mugs.  It is decorated with a beautiful ocean 
scene.

Now this mug was originally mine.  And yes, I like good coffee very much.  This mug sat on my 
desk for many months, reminding me to not become dispassionate about my call to ministry.

Oh, did I mention the message written on this coffee mug?  It says in nice lettering, Be like an 
ocean - Make Waves!  Now, you can relax — this was not a call to seek to be a trouble maker!
Rather, it was to be a gentle reminder for Greg of the importance of passionate, creative thinking 
when it is the loving thing to do.

By my observation, Greg’s ministry has been just like that.  He is very thoughtful, passionate and 
creative.  These traits have benefited the members of the congregations he has served very well.
These traits have also contributed well to the life of the Diocese of Huron.  He was impressed 
with the relaxed barbecue setting for his interview at St. Alban’s.

Greg knows the importance of nurturing a deep sense of inner peace, confidence and loving 
service among worshipers.  He encourages a growing awareness of the indwelling of our loving 
God in each of us.  Greg’s work respects our profound Christian heritage.  He promotes witness 
to our faith in Jesus Christ by the way we lovingly live and act in a very complex world.  And it 
is my expectation that Greg will serve the people of St. Alban’s extremely well.
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In the year 2000, Sally, a couple of good friends, and I travelled to Wales for a holiday.  While 
there, went into various unlocked churches that dotted the landscape.  Among these was the 
Parish of St. Stephen & St. Tathan in Caerwent.  As people enter that church they come upon a 
plaque on the wall with the following inscription — an inscription that I sometimes read at the 
opening of our Celtic services at   Canon Davis Memorial Church in Sarnia.

To all who are weary and seek rest;

to all who mourn and long for comfort;

to all who struggle and seek victory;

to all who sin and need a saviour;

to all who are idle and look for service;

to all who are strangers and want fellowship;

to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness;

and to whomsoever will come ⎯

this church opens wide her doors ⎯

and in the name of Jesus Christ her Lord ⎯

⎯ says Welcome.

  Parish of St. Stephen & St. Tathan, 

  Caerwent, Wales

May St. Alban’s continue to deepen their love of God, of one another and of one’s neighbour.

Amen.
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