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Second Sunday of Advent December 6, 2020 

Isaiah 40:1-11 ⦿  Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13  

2 Peter 3:8-15a  ⦿  Mark 1:1-8 

 

  

 

Dear Friends, 
Sally and I adopted two cats a little more than a year ago.  We did not seek them out.  
Nor did they come to us on their own.   
 
This mother and daughter combination were brought to us with an urgent request to 
adopt them into our household.  They were living in an industrial district.  There they 
laid claim to a small metal shed.  That was their home for over 3 years — Winter; Spring; 
Summer; & Autumn.  They survived on whatever food they could find — mainly bits and 
pieces of leftover lunches from nearby workers. 
 
It was a dangerous place to live.  At night, there were predators.  Some days were 
without adequate food or even drink.  Then there were the potential perils of vehicles 
moving in and out of the area throughout working hours.  And some people  were just 
simply mean to them.  On top of that, their metal shed was recently torn down.  These 
cats had to be tough and ready for just about anything. 
 
They were not domesticated! 
These cats were ‘feral’ 
 
People who had a lot of experience with cats warned us over and over again that  feral 
cats stay forever wild.  They have had total freedom most of their lives, and have had 
hardening experiences that affect them forever.  If you want  an affectionate, cute kitty, 
get a kitten at the animal shelter, was the advice we were getting.   
 
Oh yes, did I mention that the mother cat had a bad eye from a head injury?  These cats 
did not want to be cuddled either! 
 
Did we take them in?  Or did we listen to the cautionary advice kindly given to us by so 
many?  On top of everything else, some people pointed out that our age might be a 
problem.  These cats would likely outlive our ability to properly care for them. 
Surprise, surprise — we took them in after having a vet check them out for any 
problems.  Proper shots were also given.  We provided a room as their initial area of 
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residence in our home.  They remained in their cages for a while as they got used to 
their new surroundings.   
 
At first, they were nervous and untrusting of people.  But by our being consistently 
trustworthy and kind/loving, their fears slowly diminished.  They began to let us pet 
them.  Eventually, we were able to hug them.  And now they even seek us out to play 
with them. 
 
A strong trust along with strong bonds have developed.  Love, tenderness, 
trustworthiness and more have led to Ruth and Reine to be solid, affectionate members 
of our family.  No, they have never tried to escape.  They seem to like it in their newly 
adopted world.  We reached out to these needy cats and they responded.  In this, their 
perspectives concerning life changed dramatically. 
 
And although there are differences, in my view there are similarities to be found in how 
God often reaches out to us, offering a new way of life; a new way of being.  At first, we 
may be stuck in our old ways of living, fearful of any changes.  We may be a little rough 
on the edges.  Then we are introduced to a better way of being which may seem to have 
its merits.  What God offers can be new to us and full of unknowns.  We cannot be sure 
if we will like it.  There are so many questions.  Will we even recognize ourselves?  Will 
we be happy? — fulfilled?  Will we feel better about ourselves?  Whom can we trust? 
 
What we risk in entering a new way of living is the new life in Christ.  We are invited to 
let love rule our hearts and minds.  And once we embrace our new way of life, we find 
that we are so drawn to Christ, that we never want to return to our former ways of 
being.  No longer are we looking inward in attempting to serve only ourselves.  Instead, 
we find ourselves looking outward as we delight in the well-being and successes of our 
neighbour.  Life has taken on a whole new meaning — life as we never could have 
imagined it to exist. 
 
God invites us all to be embraced by God’s love as expressed in our being called into the 
new life in Christ.  This is an invitation well worth accepting! 
 
God’s blessing be upon you and all those you love. 

 
 

——————————————————————————- 
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Christmas Memorial Fund 

 



 

 

Because of COVID-19, there will not be a beautiful display of Poinsettias in the church 
for Christmas.  Therefore, there will not be a Poinsettia Fund this year to give towards in 
memory of our loved ones, and a printed list issued. Instead, we will have a Christmas 
Memorial Fund to give towards in memory of our loved ones.  A printed list will be 
issued the same as the Poinsettia Fund list.  Please note on your envelope Christmas 
Memorial and the amount.  If you have any changes to your memorial note that will be 
printed please contact Karen in the office.  Thank you.  

 

——————————————————————————- 
 

You are invited to go each Sunday and/or Wednesday to the link:  
 tinyurl.com/StAlbans-CDMC 

 

That is the link to St. Alban’s Anglican Church in Burnaby B.C.  Follow the instructions.  
You will find links to the Rev’d Greg Jenkins officiating at an Anglican church service with 
children’s focus, church music, readings, prayers and a sermon.   
If you are also interested in joining their weekly Bible Study, contact Rev. Greg at 
revgregjenkins@gmail.com    He will be more than happy to be in touch about joining in 
with their group by ZOOM.  I hope you will find these services help to deepen your faith. 

——————————————————————————- 
 
We are joining with many parishes in our deanery in providing telephone support to our 
members and friends.  This support is designed to keep us up to date, while not 
requiring a computer.  The CDMC Pastoral Letter will be read this week through our 
phone ministry. 
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