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2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 * Psalm, Luke 1:46b-55, or Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 

Romans 16:25-27 * Luke 1:26-38 

 

 

  

 

Dear Friends, 

Christmas is so different this year. We will call this:The Year of Isolation.  Our family is 

a big one.  Christmas is also a time for thinking about each family member and what gifts 

could best meet their needs and wants. 

 

Now a lot of buzzing goes on during the weeks leading up to that sacred day when we 

celebrate the birth of the baby Jesus.  The family is mainly spread out in southern Ontario 

from Cambridge to Sarnia.  Greg is the exception as he now lives in Burnaby B.C.  We 

typically get together at our home or that of one of our offspring.  Yes, when it comes to 

one of our gatherings, we need lots of space — but not this year!  No family gatherings 

because of the virus. 

 

As you could imagine, a lot of communication takes place as we help each other out in 

the selection and purchase of suitable gifts.  The communication lines are buzzing back 

and forth as we try to prepare without being overheard.  But this year. is different!   

 

How so?  Well, for many of us, it is indeed the year of isolation.  We are not all used to 

living this new lifestyle.  Some are not too affected.  But many are.  Many are no longer 

able to be very active in the community because of their isolation.  One of the major ways 

we have in fighting COVID-19 inconveniently is with the isolation of those people who 

are potentially vulnerable to this insidious disease.  But, like most of humanity, we 

generally are not thrilled at being placed under isolation!  

 

Now not too many people are seeking us out for our wisdom in the midst of COVID-19.  

We would likely be seen as people whose life experience is too remote from today’s 

reality to be of any real help.  But is that really always the case?  I think there is an 

important exception to be made, here. 

 

A number of us have an area of experience that many in society shun.  Of course, I am 

referring to Christian spirituality.  There are many types of spirituality.  Oddly, Christian 

spirituality is seldom seen as such.  In fact, one seldom hears of it at all in the secular 

world.  It can be as though it doesn’t exist. 
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Christian spirituality, our spirituality, is one based on our love of God and our love of our 

neighbour.  We are talking about a love demonstrated in true empathy, pure delight, full 

forgiveness of others, complete affection and so much more when it comes to our 

relationship with God and with each other.  Not to be forgotten, Christian spirituality 

includes a great sense of stewardship and caring for the environment of our planet as 

gifted to us by the Creator God. 

 

There is no age group for this type of spirituality.  People down through the centuries 

have had a strong hold on Christian spirituality.  May we hold on to what we know and to 

what we have experienced.  May we lift up the way of Christ as we encounter the 

challenges of modern life.  May we find our strength in the meaning of the birth of the 

one who gave himself up in his love of humanity. 

 

In the saga of continuing life on and near our planet, earth, we are comforted to know 

words heard from the Song of Mary, (Luke 1): 

 

“…..His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.  He has shown 

strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.  He has 

brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the 

hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty.  He has helped his servant Israel, 

in remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to 

Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 

 

God’s blessing be upon you and all those you love in this Christmas Season  

and forever more! 

 

 

 

 

——————————————————————————- 
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Christmas Memorial Fund 

 



 

 

Because of COVID-19, there will not be a beautiful display of Poinsettias in the church 

for Christmas.  Therefore, there will not be a Poinsettia Fund this year to give towards in 

memory of our loved ones, and a printed list issued. Instead, we will have a Christmas 

Memorial Fund to give towards in memory of our loved ones.  A printed list will be 

issued the same as the Poinsettia Fund list.  Please note on your envelope Christmas 

Memorial and the amount.  If you have any changes to your memorial note that will be 

printed please contact Karen in the office.  Thank you.  

 

 

——————————————————————————- 

 

You are invited to go each Sunday and/or Wednesday to the link:  

 tinyurl.com/StAlbans-CDMC 

 

That is the link to St. Alban’s Anglican Church in Burnaby B.C.  Follow the instructions.  

You will find links to the Rev’d Greg Jenkins officiating at an Anglican church service 

with children’s focus, church music, readings, prayers and a sermon.   

If you are also interested in joining their weekly Bible Study, contact Rev. Greg at 

revgregjenkins@gmail.com    He will be more than happy to be in touch about joining in 

with their group by ZOOM.  I hope you will find these services help to deepen your faith. 

——————————————————————————- 

 

We are joining with many parishes in our deanery in providing telephone support to our 

members and friends.  This support is designed to keep us up to date, while not requiring 

a computer.  The CDMC Pastoral Letter will be read this week through our phone 

ministry. 
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