
February 21, 2016 
2nd Sunday in Lent 

Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18
Psalm 27 
Philippians 3:17-4:1 Luke 9:28-36

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF GENESIS
After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I 
am your shield; your reward shall be very great.”  But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you 
give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?”  And Abram 
said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.”  But 
the word of the Lord came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own 
issue shall be your heir.”  He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the 
stars, if you are able to count them.”   Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.”  And 
he believed the Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness.  Then he said to him, “I 
am the Lord who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess.”  But 
he said, “O Lord God, how am I to know that I shall possess it?”  He said to him, “Bring me a 
heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a 
young pigeon.”  He brought him all these and cut them in two, laying each half over against the 
other; but he did not cut the birds in two.  And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, 
Abram drove them away.  As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep 
and terrifying darkness descended upon him.  When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a 
smoking fire pot and a flaming torch passed between these pieces.  On that day the Lord made a 
covenant with Abram, saying, “To your descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to 
the great river, the river Euphrates.”        

GENESIS 15:1-12, 17-18

PSALM 27
1  The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? * the Lord is the strength of 
 my life; of whom then shall I be afraid?
2  When evildoers came upon me to eat up my flesh, * it was they, my foes and my 
 adversaries, who stumbled and  fell.
3  Though an army should encamp against me, * yet my heart shall not be afraid;
4  And though war should rise up against me, * yet will I put my trust in him.
5  One thing have I asked of the Lord; one thing I seek; *
 that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life;
6  To behold the fair beauty of the Lord * and to seek him in his temple.
7  For in the day of trouble he shall keep me safe in his shelter; * he shall hide me in the 
 secrecy of his dwelling and set me high upon a rock.
8  Even now he lifts up my head * above my enemies round about me.
9  Therefore I will offer in his dwelling an oblation with sounds of great gladness; * I will 
 sing and make music to the Lord.
10  Hearken to my voice, O Lord, when I call; * have mercy  on me and answer me.
11  You speak in my heart and say, “Seek my face.” * Your face, Lord, will I seek.



12  Hide not your face from me, * nor turn away your  servant in displeasure.
13  You have been my helper; cast me not away; * do not forsake me, O God of my salvation.
14  Though my father and my mother forsake me, * the Lord  will sustain me.
15  Show me your way, O Lord; * lead me on a level path, because of my enemies.
16  Deliver me not into the hand of my adversaries, * for false witnesses have risen up 
 against me, and also those who speak malice.
17  What if I had not believed that I should see the goodness  of the Lord * in the land of the 
 living!
18  O tarry and await the Lord’s pleasure; be strong, and he  shall comfort your heart; wait 
 patiently for the Lord.

Faithful God, the shelter of all who hope in you, may those who seek your face be 
set free from fear and distress, and come to see your goodness in the land of the 
living; through Jesus Christ, our Light and our Salvation.  Amen.

A READING FROM THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE PHILIPPIANS
Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according to the example 
you have in us.  For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; I have often told you of them, 
and now I tell you even with tears.  Their end is destruction; their god is the belly; and their 
glory is in their shame; their minds are set on earthly things.  But our citizenship is in heaven, 
and it is from there that we are expecting a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.  He will transform the 
body of our humiliation that it may be conformed to the body of his glory, by the power that also 
enables him to make all things subject to himself.  Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I 
love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.

PHILIPPIANS 3:17-4:1

THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO LUKE
At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to Jesus, “Get away from here, for Herod wants 
to kill you.”  He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am casting out demons and 
performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work.  Yet today, 
tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be 
killed outside of Jerusalem.’  Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones 
those who are sent to it!  How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen 
gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing!  See, your house is left to you.  
And I tell you, you will not see me until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who 
comes in the name of the Lord.'”

LUKE 13:31-35

___________________________________________________________________________________

And I tell you, you will not see me until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is 
the one who comes in the name of the Lord.'”

I was raised in a semi-rural area of southeastern Michigan.  It was in that setting that I came to 
appreciate and enjoy nature.  Of course, it was the nice side of nature that attracted me — not 
the more violent aspects. I find the bulk of people tend in that direction.
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I mostly liked to explore and to just sit and absorb what I could of the panorama of flora and 
fauna.  Our home was surrounded by an abundance of both.  One also felt very close to God in 
such a place.  It would be have been easy for anyone watching me from a distance to say that all 
I was doing was sitting and doing nothing.  But nothing could have been further from the truth.
I was being very quietly busy!

My love of plants led me to enter the Landscape Architecture program at university.  So what 
became my career specialty?   You guessed it — cities!

To be honest, I have attachments with both urban and natural settings.  So it should be no 
surprise that today’s Gospel reading caught my special attention.  Here, the focus is not only 
cities, but a particular city, Jerusalem.  A city that somehow is seen as working its own 
independent will on people — a city with a special ongoing character or as some theologians 
would describe it, its own ‘angel’.

To be sure, cities do seem to have ways of developing their own angels — their own ways of 
being in the world — ways each one repeats and repeats down through history.  Boston will 
never be a Toronto and Toronto will never be a Boston.  Vancouver, Montreal and Edmonton 
may be all typically Canadian in their own ways.  But there will always remain a striking 
difference in the character and cultures of these three great cities.  And these differences have 
very unique effects on people — how they think; how they interact; what kind of opportunities 
they seek out; their health; their outlooks on life and their spirituality.  One ancient illustration 
would be the contrast of war-like Sparta and culturally oriented Athens.

Enter Jesus.  He takes us into the depths of the City of Jerusalem!  Jerusalem is indeed unique.
No other city 2000 years ago or in the 21st century comes near to being another Jerusalem.
Sacred to Jews, Christians and Muslims, much blood has been spilled in attempts to take total 
control of this important piece of real estate.  This site which lays claim to the Jewish Temples; 
the crucifixion, resurrection  and ascension of Jesus; and the ascension of Mohammed stirs in 
differing ways the passions of many.  Who would ever guess that we all worship the same God?

There are many definitions of the word ‘Jerusalem’ and the many other names given to this 
place.  Ironically, scholars agree that the most common meaning for the word, Jerusalem, is ‘City 
of Peace’.  Somehow that seems to miss the mark.

Our Lord has some interesting observations to make about Jerusalem.  First of all, Jesus implies 
that if a prophet wants to have a long life with a good retirement, that prophet should avoid 
going into Jerusalem.  He says, it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.
Now that is really interesting!  I don’t know how that could be.  What is it about this city that 
results in such a reputation?  What are the forces that come together to this cruel end?  Is it 
accidental or intentional?  Cities are known for bringing out the best in people and the worst.
Jesus talked of Jerusalem’s reputation full well knowing that he was going to be the city’s next 
victim.

Then using beautiful imagery, blending urban and rural, male and female, we hear Jesus talk 
about his desire to make things better for the people of Jerusalem.  He says, How often have I 
desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you 
were not willing!  Notice how Christ refers to the victims of Jerusalem as ‘your children’.
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In being nurtured by that city these people have become the children of Jerusalem and seem to 
be able to bring themselves to be under the cover and protection of Jesus’ motherly wings.  Here 
we see the beautiful nurturing feminine side of our Lord.  Alas, Jesus’ desire to bring them under 
his wings is rejected and the children of Jerusalem have to live with the consequences of their 
refusal — and so do we and the rest of the world!

But Jesus being Jesus, leaves the door open for these victims to experience freedom in Christ 
from the bondage of Jerusalem.  He says to us and to them:   And I tell you, you will not see me 
until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.'”
To be sure, Jesus does not mean simply saying these words in isolation is going to have any 
effect.  But, when time comes when they can accept as truth that indeed those who come in the 
name of the Lord are blessed —— that changes everything immensely!  For then the chains of 
being a child of Jerusalem are broken and one can consider other ways to live out their lives — 
especially like living in the freedom offered in Christ!

Jerusalem continues to be the source of frequent news reports in our day.  It still has its unique 
qualities and role in the life of the world.  What about us?  In what city do we live?  How were 
we raised and conditioned by the life of the areas in which we grew up and got our start in life?
More to the point, how bound are we to how we have developed and matured?  How happy are 
we with who each of us have become? — and are becoming?  Are we increasingly disturbed by 
finding ourselves influenced by people and establishments only interested in how they can get 
us to spend more on their products or services?  Is the consumer culture winning our allegiance?

Are we finding the growing number of voices against what we hold to be dear are beginning to 
wear on us?  Or do believe that in our faith, we have something more precious than all else?
Do we see how our lives have been enriched and enlivened by what our Lord brings to us?
Have we felt sadness as we watch some folk struggle with the problems of life without a 
knowledge and experience of the power of God in Christ?  Do not our hearts become heavy 
when we see others reject the wisdom so freely offered by Jesus?  We are told that Christ felt the 
same way with the children of Jerusalem.  And in a sense, doesn’t Jerusalem exist for some 
people in all parts of the world?

We are called to:
• hold on to our love of God.
• proclaim God’s love.
• embrace our neighbour.

Amen.
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