
Sunday, December 31st, 2017 
Isaiah 61:10-62:3;  
Psalm 148;  
Galatians 4:4-7;  
Luke 2:22-40 

1ST READING  
A Reading from the Book of  Isaiah 
I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me 
with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a 
bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.  For as 
the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the 
Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations.  For Zion’s sake 
I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until her vindication shines out like 
the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch.   The nations shall see your vindication, and all 
the kings your glory; and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the Lord will 
give.  You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of 
your God. 

ISAIAH 61:10-62:3 

PSALM148 
1  Hallelujah! 
 Praise the Lord from the heavens; * praise him in the heights. 
2  Praise him, all you angels of his; * praise him, all his host. 
3  Praise him, sun and moon; * praise him, all you shining stars. 
4  Praise him, heaven of heavens, * and you waters above the heavens. 
5  Let them praise the name of the Lord; * for he commanded, and they were created. 
6  He made them stand fast for ever and ever; * he gave them a law which shall not pass  
away. 
7  Praise the Lord from the earth, * you sea-monsters and all  deeps; 
8  Fire and hail, snow and fog, * tempestuous wind, doing his will; 
9  Mountains and all hills, * fruit trees and all cedars; 
10  Wild beasts and all cattle, * creeping things and wingèd birds; 
11  Kings of the earth and all peoples, * princes and all rulers  of the world; 
12  Young men and maidens, * old and young together. 
13  Let them praise the name of the Lord, * for his name only  is exalted, his splendour is over  
earth and heaven. 
14  He has raised up strength for his people and praise for all  his loyal servants, * the children 
 of Israel, a people who are near him. 
 Hallelujah! 

Blessed are you, Lord our God, creator of heaven and earth; you open our eyes to 
see the wonders around us, and our hearts and mouths to praise you.  Now give us 
strength for loving service, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 



2ND READING 
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Galatians 
When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in 
order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children.  
And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! 
Father!”  So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God. 

GALATIANS 4:4-7 

GOSPEL READING 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to Luke 
When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, Jesus’ parents brought 
him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every 
firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), and they offered a sacrifice according to 
what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”  
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and 
devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him.  It had 
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the 
Lord’s Messiah.  

  

Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child 
Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised 
God, saying, “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; for 
my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a 
light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.”   

And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him.  Then Simeon 
blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of 
many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be 
revealed and a sword will pierce your own soul too.”  There was also a prophet, Anna the 
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher.  She was of a great age, having lived with her 
husband seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four.  She never left 
the temple but worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and day.  At that moment she 
came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the 
redemption of Jerusalem.  When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, 
they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth.  The child grew and became strong, 
filled with wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him.             

 LUKE 2:22-40 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through 
God. 

Around about the 1960’s there emerged a line of thought that said that the Bible should be 
rewritten.  Why?  The reason given was that it was not only thousands of years old, but that the 
majority of stories were rural or small village based.  And today’s readers are mostly big city 
dwellers.  Needless to say, modern big city folk have their own complex array of issues and 
questions.  Additionally, these city types were/are likely to have never been on a farm or walked 
the perimeter of a small rural settlement.  So, the advocates strongly pointed out, how could the 
people of the 20th century ever identify with what Jesus and his followers were trying to 
communicate? 
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Actually, I think they made an interesting point.  And one wonders with the quantum leap 
advances humanity has made in technology; and of our world life threatening effects on climate 
instability — how much more are we distanced from the time Christ walked the earth.  A part of 
this disconnect involves the use of words and our perceptions of what they really involve. 

People have a tendency to try and gloss over real meanings.  When I was in elementary school, 
we had a study unit about the American Civil War.  As some of you close to my age may 
remember as children how some people involved in the civil war were still alive when we were 
— including former slaves. 

We had one boy in our class whose family had owned slaves.  He wanted us to all know that 
the slaves in his family rather liked being slaves and didn’t want to leave.  Now, he had huge a 
family bias built into his remarks.  He saw slavery as something good for those who were 
enslaved.  I suspect that if one asked the slaves he was talking about, the story would be quite 
different.  Freedom might bring some challenges.  But freedom also meant that a person could 
live according to their own desires — that they could be themselves — makers of their own 
successes and their own mistakes.  I don’t think the choice was difficult for my classmate’s 
family slaves at all.  Freedom is rightfully very attractive. 

The Gospels often use the word slave in getting an important point across.  Sometimes the words 
slave and servant are interchangeable.  In its use in today’s reading, slave means slave — and 
that is important to our understanding.  It is important for us to understand that Jesus offers an 
alternative to forms of slavery that are still rampant on earth.  We would like to think that we are 
now free of slavery in North America.  We would like to think that we are free of slavery in the 
Western world.  My guess is that Jesus would take us to task on such a view. 

How so?  Jesus is God’s gift to us because in part, he brings us the gift of freely living in a 
different way here on earth.  The everyday secular world is established with expectations, rules, 
systems, rewards, penalties, and more.  We are raised with these and come to know them quite 
well.  We learn to adapt to their reward and penalty systems as we find our individual ways of 
getting along.  It is not unusual to hear people talk about playing the game, or beating the 
system.  We also hear of folk trying the above and failing, and thus suffering the consequences. 
Either way the players are in a very real sense, slaves to the system.  There is no easy escape. 
Even the the hippies tried.  They also, failed from finding the freedom they wanted so badly. 

So what does the average person have to do?  Most, would advise us to keep our heads low, 
avoiding being on the radar and enjoying a simple life.  And that can be good advice. 

But, as we all know, we people have our limitations, as do the institutions and systems we put 
into place.  The good news is that we are not limited to these.  There is more to the world!  There 
is more to us! 

It is not unusual to hear UFO buffs declare, we are not alone.  They are correct — we are not 
alone.  We may not always notice, but we are far from alone.  In fact, we are never alone!  I am 
not talking about visits from elusive little green men in spaceships.  I am of course talking about 
our creator God. 
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Their is no equal on earth to the God who created life and remains the true source of all life.  
Most folk may think of this reality in terms of our physiological lives.  And that is true. 

But there is more to life than simply existing.  Life involves our whole being including our 
spiritual selves.  Life, as God provides for it, encompasses being bestowed with the 
encouragement to use our freedom to love, to forgive, to be sources of grace, and to be sources 
of helping others.  No matter what we choose to do with our earthly lives, we know that they 
are only for a limited time.  When all is said and done, the important things of life are found in 
the spiritual aspects of our beings.  In these we are given our true freedoms – freedoms not set 
by programs, systems, governments or corporations.  The freedom found in these come from the 
God of creation, the God of the prophets, and God the father of the Christ child.  These 
freedoms come as sacred gifts that give meaning and life to us as God’s people; making our way 
on earth until that day when we are called to life eternal — something offered by no one else. 

To the God of true and meaningful freedom, we offer our praise and our thankfulness.  For only 
in God’s gifts we are freed from the slaveries instituted by people over people.  Praise be to our 
everlasting, everpresent, ever loving God. 
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