
THE DAY OF PENTECOST
Sunday, May 20th, 2018
Acts 2:1-21; Psalm 104:25-35, 37b; Romans 8:22-27; John 
15:26-27,16:4b-15

1ST READING
A Reading from the Book of Acts
When the day of Pentecost had come, the apostles were all together in one place.  And suddenly 
from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house 
where they were sitting.  Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested 
on each of them.  All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 
languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.  Now there were devout Jews from every nation under 
heaven living in Jerusalem.  And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because 
each one heard them speaking in the native language of each.  Amazed and astonished, they 
asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans?  And how is it that we hear, each of us, in 
our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to 
Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs – in our own 
languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.”  All were amazed and 
perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?”  But others sneered and said, “They 
are filled with new wine.”  But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed 
them, “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I 
say.  Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning.  No, 
this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I 
will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and 
your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.  Even upon my slaves, 
both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy.  And I 
will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky 
mist.  The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the 
Lord’s great and glorious day.  Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be 
saved.'” 

Acts 2:1-21

PSALM :25-36 

O LORD, how manifold are thy works! / in wisdom hast thou made them all; the earth is full 
 of thy creatures.
26  So is the great and wide sea also, / wherein are things creeping innumerable, both small 
 and great beasts.
27  There go the ships; and there is Leviathan, / whom thou hast formed to take his pastime 
 therein.
28  THESE wait all upon thee, / that thou mayest give them meat in due season.
29  When thou givest it to them they gather it; / and when thou openest thy hand they are 
 filled with good.



30  When thou hidest thy face they are troubled: / when thou takest away their breath they 
 die, and are turned again to their dust.
31  When thou lettest thy breath go forth they are made; / and thou renewest the face of the 
 earth.
32  LET the glorious majesty of the LORD endure for ever; / let the LORD rejoice in his 
 works.
33  The earth shall tremble at the look of him;/ if he do but touch the hills they shall smoke.
34  I will sing unto the LORD as long as I live: / I will praise  my God while I have my being.
35  And so shall my words please him: / my joy shall be in the LORD.
36  PRAISE thou the LORD, O my soul. / 
 Praise the LORD.

2ND READING

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labour pains until now; and not only the 
creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait 
for adoption, the redemption of our bodies.  For in hope we were saved.  Now hope that is seen 
is not hope.  For who hopes for what is seen?  But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait 
for it with patience.  Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to 
pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words.  And God, who 
searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the 
saints according to the will of God.         ROMANS 8:22-27

GOSPEL READING

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  According to John
Jesus said to the disciples, “When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, 
the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf.  You also are to testify 
because you have been with me from the beginning.  I did not say these things to you from the 
beginning, because I was with you.  But now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you 
asks me, ‘Where are you going?’  But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled 
your hearts.  Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not 
go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you.  And when he 
comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and judgement: about sin, 
because they do not believe in me; about righteousness, because I am going to the Father and 
you will see me no longer; about judgement, because the ruler of this world has been 
condemned.  I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.  When the 
Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but 
will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come.  He will 
glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you.  All that the Father has is 
mine.  For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.” 

JOHN 15:26-27, 16:4B-15
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 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not 
speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the 
things that are to come.

It is Pentecost Sunday!  It is a time when we celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit.  And it is a 
time when we learn more about the Holy Spirit.

So the question can be, what does the Holy Spirit mean to me.  Christianity has this seeming 
contradiction of claiming that we worship one God, while at the same time declaring our 
worship and respect for the Holy Trinity as Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Some peering in at our 
faith, occasionally ask, Which is it?  Do you worship one God or three God’s?

And we can understand the confusion.  We even talk of there being the 3 Persons of the Holy 
Trinity.  How can 3 persons be at the same time one God?

I think the simplest way to describe what we mean is by drawing rough parallels to similar 
human situations.  A woman can at once be a mother, a daughter and a wife.  Each of these are 
very different in the way they relate to other people.  Each has something unique to offer in 
relationships.  Yet, underlying it all is one human being.  This is reinforced when Jesus declares 
that he is one with the Father.  In today’s readings Christ also points to being one with the     
Holy Spirit.

But where real meaning comes in is in the relationship God has with God’s people.  Today’s 
readings give us a good grounding in this.  At first, it may not seem to be this way.  But these 
verses are actually quite enlightening.

Paul in his letter to the Romans pointed out that the condition of the world as a world still in 
pain.  He talks of it groaning.  Even back 2000 years ago, things were not yet as they should 
have been.

Today, his words still speak to our condition.  The world, indeed, is still groaning.  It seems that 
everywhere we look there is mean-spiritedness, pain, suffering, injustice, environmental damage 
and the threat of even more of the same.  Much of what has taken centuries to build in the name 
of justice and well-being appears to be being dismantled brick by brick, with no indication of 
restoration coming any time soon.  In the meantime, peoples’ lives are being affected in 
sometimes severe ways.  We clearly need to truly better understand how life is to be lived.

When we go to scripture, we are often seeking truth.  We seek wisdom, understanding and 
guidance as we pour through passages.  In today’s readings, we seem to have encouragement to 
do two extremely important things. First, we are pointed in the direction of taking a deeper level 
of reflection on scripture.  In this we are given the assurance that: When the Spirit of truth 
comes, he will guide you (us) into all the truth; Central to that truth is L-O-V-E ! —— God as 
love, and God’s call to all of us to love.

Many of us watched as Harry and Meghan were married early Saturday morning.  (May 19th)
Many things probably stand out in our minds about this wonderful occasion — the wedding 
dress, the wedding guests, the variety and designs of what people wore, the hats, the interview 
clips, the overall sense of pageantry — all these and more.  I too, enjoyed seeing all of these.  
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But a real highlight to me was the sermon.  That’s right, I was really impressed by the sermon 
given by Episcopalian Bishop Michael Curry!  Now, how often does one go to a wedding and 
say they were really impressed by the sermon? — my guess is, almost never!

But I was impressed with this one.  Why?  Because the bishop gave a powerful sermon that was 
designed for the ears of Harry and Meghan; and also reached out way beyond the wedding for 
society as a whole.  I believe that the more people who hear it, the better.  Curry gave a sermon 
that ideally should be required reading for all people in power and people seeking power.

What was so great about his sermon?  Bp. Curry spoke about love in a way that cannot be 
ignored — nor should it be.  Listen to just one important section of what Curry had to say.

This Bishop from Chicago included the following in his sermon: 
• Think and imagine a world where love is the way.
• Imagine our homes and families where love is the way. 

Imagine our neighbourhoods and communities where love is the way. 
• Imagine our governments and nations where love is the way. 
• Imagine business and commerce where this love is the way. 
• Imagine this tired old world where love is the way.
• When love is the way – unselfish, sacrificial, redemptive. 
• When love is the way, then no child will go to bed hungry in this world ever again. 
• When love is the way, we will let justice roll down like a mighty stream and righteousness 

like an ever flowing brook. 
• When love is the way, poverty will become history. 
• When love is the way, the earth will be a sanctuary. 
• When love is the way, we will lay down our swords and shields, down by the riverside, to 

study war no more. 
• When love is the way, there’s plenty good room – plenty good room – for all of God’s 

children.  Because when love is the way, we actually treat each other, well … like we are 
actually family. 

• When love is the way, we know that God is the source of us all, and we are brothers and 
sisters, children of God.

the Guardian International

Dear ones, God is love.  God’s truth is all rooted in God’s love.  The more we are able to love; 
through the Holy Spirit the closer to God we become.  The closer to God we become, the more 
we find ourselves loving others.  To know God is true life.  To know God is life everlasting.  We 
are invited to share in this love, and we are thankful.    In all that we do or seek to do; in making 
our choices in life; may we take the time to ask the question: What is the loving thing to do?

Thanks be to God, who sends the Holy Spirit to reside in our hearts in love.
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