
Advent Festival of Lessons and Carols 

Processional Carol   #123         Once in Royal David’s City 

The Gathering of the Community 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath: the Candle of Joy — 

Advent 3 - Today is the third Sunday of Advent - the Sunday of Joy. 

Our joy is in God and in his son Jesus Christ.  Like peace, joy is a gift from 
God.  It overtakes us and fills us when we remember what God has done and 
what he has promised to do. 

We light this candle today to remind us that Christ came, and is coming, so 
that all people might have a rich and abundant life.  We thank God for the 
hope he gives us, for the peace he bestows, and for the joy he pours into our 
hearts. 

Lighting of the third Candle (Joy) 

Leader: Let us pray: O God of Joy, Emmanuel, send your light into our hearts at 
this time.  Help us to be ready for the time of Christ's appearing.  Fix our hearts 
and our minds upon those things you have done and those you have promised 
to do that we may have the joy you have promised.  As we worship you, 
strengthen us so that we may always do your will and so bless you and the 
world you have made.  Amen. 

All sing: “A Candle is Burning” 
Words by Sandra Dean, 1986. 
tune by James Murray 1887 (public domain) 

A candle is burning, a candle of joy, 
a candle to welcome brave Mary’s new boy. 
Our hearts fill with wonder, and eyes light and glow 
as joy brightens winter like sunshine on snow. 

Bidding Prayer 

First Lesson   John 1:1-5 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. 
Carol   #89, (verses 1, 6, 7)       O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

Second Lesson  Genesis 3:8-15 
Now the Lord said to Abram, go from you country and your kindred and 
your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 
Carol   #109          When the King Shall Come Again 

Third Lesson   Isaiah 9:2, 6-9 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived 
in a land of deep darkness on them light has shined. 
Carol   #140, (verses 1, 2, 5)    It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 

Fourth Lesson    Isaiah 11:1-9 
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and 
the fear of the Lord. 
Carol   #137        What Child is This 

Fifth Lesson   Matthew 1:18-25 
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. 

Offertory Carol #153          Good Christians All, Rejoice 
Offertory Response: 
 What can I give him, poor as I am? 
 If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
 if I were a wise man, I would do my part; 
 what I can, I give him – I give him my heart. 

Sixth Lesson   Luke 2:1-7 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world be 
registered. 
Carol    #120 (verses 1-3)       O Little Town of Bethlehem 



Seventh Lesson Luke 2:8-16 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. 
Carol   #136 (vs 1-4)        While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks 

Eighth Lesson  Matthew 2:1-11 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise 
men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, Where is the child who has 
been born King of the Jews?  For we observed his star at rising and have 
come to pay him homage.  
Carol     #160     As With Gladness Men of Old 

Ninth Lesson  John 1:6-18 
No one has ever seen God.  It is God the only Son, who is close to the 
Father’s heart, who has made him known. 
Carol     #118 (verses 1-4)     O Come, All Ye Faithful 

Closing Prayers  BAS, p. 119  Response:  Lord Jesus, come soon! 

COLLECT FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT:   
God of power and mercy, you call us once again to celebrate the coming of 
your Son.  Remove those things which hinder love of you, that when he 
comes, he may find us waiting in awe and wonder for him who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

Announcements. 

Recessional Carol   #138    Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing 

Dismissal: 
• The flowers on the Altar today are given to the Glory of God and in 

memory of Mary Switzer, a gift from Gordon Simmons, Pam, Joel, Anna 
and Molly Eagleson, and Brad, Mary Elizabeth, McKenna and Camryn 
Carroll. 

• All are invited to a Wassail in the Parish Hall following the services 
• The Ways and Means Team Thanks everyone who attended the “CDM 

Family Christmas Dinner” and wishes everyone a safe and healthy 
Christmas Holiday. 

• 2019 Church Calendars available in Church office-call (519) 344-9531 

Second  Sunday  of  Advent 
16   December   2 0 1 8 
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We come and worship God. 
We go our way with souls nourished. 
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Worship Service:  Sunday   9:30 a.m. 
Office Hours:  Tuesday and Thursday 9:00 a.m. to Noon 

Email:  canondavis@gmail.com  Website: www.canondavis.com 
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380 Russell St. North (at Maxwell St.) 
Sarnia, Ontario   N7T 6S6 

Phone: 519-344-9531
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