
CHRISTMAS Eve
  Thursday, December 24th, 2015

Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 98; Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2:1-20

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF ISAIAH
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep 
darkness — on them light has shined.  You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its 
joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder.  
For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you 
have broken as on the day of Midian.  For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the 
garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire.  For a child has been born for us, a 
son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counsellor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  His authority shall grow continually, and there 
shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom.  He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore.  The zeal of the Lord 
of hosts will do this. 

ISAIAH 9:2-7

PSALM 98           pg 836
1  Sing to the Lord a new song, * for he has done marvellous things.
2  With his right hand and his holy arm * has he won for himself the victory.
3  The Lord has made known his victory; * his righteousness  has he openly shown in the 
 sight of the nations.
4  He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of  Israel, * and all the ends of the 
 earth have seen the victory of our God.
5  Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; * lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.
6  Sing to the Lord with the harp, * with the harp and the voice of song.
7  With trumpets and the sound of the horn * shout with joy  before the King, the Lord.
8  Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, * the lands and those who dwell therein.
9  Let the rivers clap their hands, * and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, when 
 he comes to judge the earth.
10  In righteousness shall he judge the world * and the  peoples with equity.

Lord God, we see your righteous rule in all your works, and we join our voices with 
the song of your whole creation in praising you, in and through Jesus Christ our 
Saviour.

A READING FROM THE LETTER OF PAUL TO TITUS
But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Saviour appeared, he saved us, not 
because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, through 
the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. This Spirit he poured out on us richly 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour, so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become 
heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

TITUS 3:4-7



THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO LUKE
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered.  
This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria.  All went to 
their own towns to be registered.  Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and 
family of David.  He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 
expecting a child.  While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.  And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no place for them in the inn.

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.  
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you 
good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, 
who is the Messiah, the Lord.  This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands 
of cloth and lying in a manger.”  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace among those whom he favours!”  When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, 
the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken 
place, which the Lord has made known to us.”  So they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  When they saw this, they made known what had 
been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 
them.  But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.  The shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

LUKE 2:1-20

___________________________________________________________________________________

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a 
land of deep darkness — on them light has shined.

We have just experienced the shortest day of 2015.  With a few exceptions, the skies have been 
notably cloudy over the past several weeks.  Our news media are filling our heads with stories of 
darkness of every kind.  And with 7 billion people on the planet, and big money behind so 
much of what is going on, it is difficult for any of us to believe that we or anyone else can do 
much to turn things around for the better.  Like the description from Isaiah, we can find 
ourselves feeling like we too are living in… ...deep darkness!  So it is that many find themselves 
retreating to more optimistic ground.  High-tech items and entertainment opportunities are 
sought to help alleviate the discomfort felt by so many.  And as we know, those who walk in 
darkness are those who are probably unable to see where they are going very clearly.

As we hear of power plays, human upheavals, job losses, racism, sexism, ethnic strife, and 
religious bigotry, we somehow also have a feeling that we and the rest of humanity can be better 
than this — that we are better than this!  Somehow we feel we are being sucked into places we 
thought we would never dare going.  We are not happy with how we are doing and with what 
others seem to be doing to us.  The human spirit is being stretched — being tested.
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If there was ever a time for humanity to need Jesus in our lives — that time has arrived!  We do 
need our Lord to come into our hearts.  We do need saving from what many are encountering.

The human spirit is quite amazing, however.  With all that disturbs us, we continue to yearn for 
love, for hope, and for understanding.  When pushed to think about it, we  can still point to 
God’s grace active in each of our lives.  We desire to see our hearts and spirits alive with hope 
and determination to make a difference in a world that is being torn in so many directions.  We 
want our better side to take control of our lives and our outlooks/our attitudes.  Impossible! 
some would say.  What good would it do?, some others would murmur.  Things have already 
gone too far!, still others would respond.

Well, if God knows anything about folk, it is that we actually are far better than many have been 
acting; than many have been suggesting.  God gives us the capacity for great love, and an ability 
to inspire and to be inspired.  We have much to offer each other and our world.

We are told in the Gospel of John that eternal life is found in coming to know God.  And how 
do we find our way to come to know God?  The good news is that the little baby we hear of in 
that crib in that manger is the key!  For Jesus came into our world so that we can have life, true 
life, and have it more abundantly!  Through Christ we are able to learn the great message of life.
In him, we are given to know God, and what God is about.  This is not an intellectual exercise 
nor is it an on the fringe type of thinking — Christ provides us is insight that changes our lives 
and the lives of those around us.

When we hear Jesus talk of the beatitudes, we are hearing the voice of God — we are hearing 
the life giving ways of God.  When we see Jesus not entering into the evil of those who would 
confront him — we are seeing God at work.  When we hear Jesus talk of the gift of Living Water 
— we are hearing the voice of God offering the Holy Spirit to all who would be open to 
receiving God’s Spirit.  Whenever Jesus teaches, heals, loves, embraces, we are witnessing the 
meaning of God for all of us.  We only need to receive him into our hearts.

What does that mean?  It means that Jesus came with a purpose to serve those whom God loves 
— ordinary people and more.  He asks above all else that we love — that we love God — that 
we love each other, and yes, that we love ourselves.

What does God not ask us to do?  We are not to believe that we are any better than anyone else 
in God’s eyes, and therefore in our eyes also.  For we are to see Christ in every human being — 
even when we do not particularly like someone.  We are to move through life knowing that 
death is not as final as it seems — that God does actually continue to look after us beyond the 
grave.  We are to also know that ongoing heartfelt prayer is important in everyone’s life.  There is 
so much more.

Bottom line:  a God-centred/Christ-centred life does make a difference in how our journey of life 
unfolds.  The rewards are not of power or or wealth in earthly terms.  The rewards are in the 
coming of a quiet confidence and sense of peace that passes all understanding — especially 
passes the understanding of those around us who do not comprehend what we are experiencing.
We likely will seem to be a bit on the dull side and hugely naive to some.  Yes, all are invited to 
taste and see that the Lord in good!
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The baby Jesus grew up and changed the world.  God’s holy baby is still changing the world for 
those who would open their hearts in acceptance to his love.  When others see profound love 
expressed in the lives of Christians, one is witnessing the very best of preaching.  Don’t bottle up 
your love so that no one can see it.  Live love unabashedly.  Live love, so that world may have 
solid hope.  Let Christ’s light shine through you as you bring more light into a dark world — a 
dark world desperately seeking light.

Christmas is indeed a holy time.  The birth of Jesus Christ is for us to celebrate with great joy!  
We need not depend on the support of others.  It is ours to celebrate in the knowledge that in 
that baby, we are given to truly living, truly loving.  Mary pondered in her heart the profundity of 
all that was going on.

We live in a busy world.  There are times when we need to say to that world that we are going to 
stop for a moment in the midst of the mad rush.  For we are going to stop and ponder what 
Christ means in our lives and Christ can mean for the world.  Love the baby Jesus and listen to 
his words.  Love the baby Jesus and be a witness to his deeds.  Love the baby Jesus and love as 
he showed us how to love.  Love the baby Jesus and ponder him in your heart each day.
Life is God’s gift — Truly live!
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