
TUESDAY OF HOLY WEEK

- Christian Celtic -

March 27th, 2018
ISAIAH 49:1-7; 
PSALM 71:1-14; 
1 CORINTHIANS 1:18-31; 
JOHN 12:20-36

1st Reading
“...I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth."  
Thus says the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply despised, abhorred 
by the nations, the slave of rulers, "Kings shall see and stand up, princes, and they shall prostrate 
themselves, because of the Lord, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen 
you."                 ISAIAH 49:6b-7

2nd Reading
God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing 
things that are, so that no one might boast in the presence of God.  He is the source of your life 
in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and 
redemption, in order that, as it is written, "Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord."

1 CORINTHIANS 1:28-31

PSALM 71:1-14               p. 795

1  In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; * let me never be ashamed.
2  In your righteousness, deliver me and set me free; * incline your ear to me and save me.
3  Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe; * you are my  crag and my stronghold.
4  Deliver me, my God, from the hand of the wicked, * from the clutches of the evildoer and 
 the oppressor.
5  For you are my hope, O Lord God, * my confidence since I was young.
6  I have been sustained by you ever since I was born; from  my mother’s womb you have 
 been my strength; * my praise shall be always of you.
7  I have become a portent to many; * but you are my refuge and my strength.
8  Let my mouth be full of your praise * and your glory all the day long.
9  Do not cast me off in my old age; * forsake me not when my strength fails.
10  For my enemies are talking against me, * and those who lie in wait for my life take 
 counsel together.
11  They say, “God has forsaken him; go after him and seize him; * because there is none who 
 will save.”
12  O God, be not far from me; * come quickly to help me, O my God.
13  Let those who set themselves against me be put to shame  and be disgraced; * let those 
 who seek to do me evil be covered with scorn and reproach.
14  But I shall always wait in patience, * and shall praise you  more and more.



(p. 797)  Holy God, be our strength and our salvation, that we may never be ashamed 
to praise you for your mighty acts.  We ask this through Jesus Christ.  Amen.

3rd Reading
Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks.  They came to 
Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, "Sir, we wish to see Jesus."  Philip 
went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 

JOHN 12:20-22

4th Reading
 Jesus answered them, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.  Very truly, I tell 
you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it 
dies, it bears much fruit.  Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this 
world will keep it for eternal life.  Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there 
will my servant be also.  Whoever serves me, the Father will honour.  Now my soul is troubled.  
And what should I say - 'Father, save me from this hour'?  No, it is for this reason that I have 
come to this hour. 

JOHN 12:23-27

5th Reading
Who is this Son of Man?"  Jesus said to them, "The light is with you for a little longer.  Walk 
while you have the light, so that the darkness may not overtake you.  If you walk in the darkness, 
you do not know where you are going.  While you have the light, believe in the light, so that 
you may become children of light."                   JOHN 12:34b-36a

______________________________________________________________________________________

"Sir, we wish to see Jesus."

Most people, if asked, would venture the opinion that in the days of Jesus on earth, most of the 
people of the Roman Empire faith-wise were pagans.  The biggest exception would have been 
the Jews.  Yet, Roman society in fact was quite diverse, quite cosmopolitan.  People of many 
national backgrounds called Rome their home.  People of countries conquered by Rome also 
found their way to live in Rome and its occupied territories.

It was true that Rome had a whole list of gods that must be worshiped by all but Jews.  More 
than that, emperors were often also worshiped before they died.  Since their destinies upon 
death were seen to be in becoming gods themselves, it was not unusual for cults to form in 
advance of a emperor’s demise to get in on the worshiping ground floor so to speak.

In spite of all of this, there was more to the religious landscape than most of us assume. Enter 
the Greeks who were seeking to see Jesus.  Just imagine what was going on in the minds of those 
Greeks.  It quite likely is that they were monotheists.  Yes, there were many folk in the Empire 
who were comfortable with the idea of a single God.  Naturally, some of these were attracted by 
what they had heard about Jesus and they wanted to see for themselves.
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Think of what would be their level of excitement when they were close enough to actually ask a 
friend of Jesus where he was!  And when the moment of meeting came along, what took place?
I would hazard a guess that it wasn’t what was expected.  Imagine encountering Jesus face to 
face for the first time and having among his introductory words:  “The hour has come for the Son 
of Man to be glorified.  Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it 
remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.  Those who love their life lose it, and those 
who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life…”

How would anyone respond to that?  How would the conversation even begin?  It would be 
difficult for these guys to follow up by saying, Hi, we are from Greece and have so much wanted 
to meet you!

So what was Jesus up to, here?  Was he trying to put off these Gentiles from Greece?  Was Jesus 
saying that he wasn’t really interested in them?  And what were they to think about our Lord and 
his wisdom?  No easy answers jump out at us.

What was going on with Jesus, anyway?  Well actually, quite a lot!  These Greek fellows were 
given something scholars today would give their eye teeth to experience  They had the honour of 
being in Jesus’ presence when he described much of what his ministry was all about.

The trouble was that since it was so different a message than anyone expected to hear, that 
people were not likely in much of a position to grasp what Jesus was really saying and its 
profound meaning.  In particular, the folk gathered there on that ancient day got bogged down 
on one important point — Jesus’ prediction of his own death.  For centuries, the Jewish people 
had been told that when the Messiah came, he would be with them forever!  In these passages, 
our Lord seemed to declare the opposite.

What may have appeared more puzzling was the way Jesus was referring to death.  He said that 
it was something not always to be feared.  For he explained how God had control over death 
and its long-term impacts.  He said this in a world that was operating pretty much on the 
assumption that life was over when life was over.  The important impression Jesus was presenting 
was of the concept of eternal life as fact.

Some of you may remember an old 1963 Jimmy Durante movie called It’s A Mad, Mad, Mad, 
World.  In one scene, Jimmy is shown lying on the ground about to die.  All of a sudden we hear 
a loud  bang!  Jimmy’s foot is heard hitting a nearby bucket at the moment of his death.  Jimmy 
had literally Kicked the bucket!

That scene had everyone in the theatres laughing.  But it likely would have be long-forgotten if it 
weren’t for the rise in the popularity of the the bucket list.  We all know that the bucket list is a 
consolidation of all the things we want to do before we croak.  Society’s underlying assumption 
is that when we die our days are done — no more time for good things.  So we have the bucket 
list to motivate us to do those things which we do not want to miss out on in life.

By contrast, Jesus was in effect saying to the Greeks and the rest of the gathered crowd that a 
bucket list isn’t necessary for all folk.  Jesus talked about how his coming death was going to 
demonstrate that what we see as death is not the end of it all.  By Christ’s death, and 
resurrection, he was going to establish a new understanding about eternal life.
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His remarks about death were not to be taken as depressing.  They pointed to a whole new 
dimension of continuing to being alive through the grace of God.  We can have bucket lists — 
but they are not really necessary.

Christ gives us new hope.  He only asks that we follow his light in the way we live.  Jesus 
summarizes things this way:  Walk while you have the light, so that the darkness may not overtake 
you.  If you walk in the darkness, you do not know where you are going.  While you have the light, 
believe in the light, so that you may become children of light.’  In this Gospel story the Greeks 
indeed were blessed in seeing Jesus as he really was and is — and so are we!

Dear friends — the light of Christ calls you!

Amen.

……..
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