
2nd  Sunday after the Epiphany — January 14th, 2018
Eucharist — Celtic Tradition
1 Corinthians 6:19-20; John 1:43-44; 
Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17; John 1:45-46; 
John 1:47-49; John 1:50-51

1ST READING
Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have 
from God, and that you are not your own?  For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify 
God in your body.

1 Corinthians 6:19-20

2ND READING
The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee.  He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.”  
Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter.

John 1:43-44

PSALM 139:1-5, 12-17
1  Lord, you have searched me out and known me; * you know my sitting down and my 
 rising up; you discern my thoughts from afar.
2  You trace my journeys and my resting-places * and are acquainted with all my ways.
3  Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, * but you, O Lord, know it altogether.
4  You press upon me behind and before * and lay your hand upon me.
5  Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; * it is so high that I cannot attain to it.
12  For you yourself created my inmost parts; * you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
13  I will thank you because I am marvellously made; * your works are wonderful, and I know 
 it well.
14  My body was not hidden from you, * while I was being made in secret and woven in the 
 depths of the earth.
15  Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; all of them were written in your 
 book; * they were  fashioned day by day, when as yet there was none of them.
16  How deep I find your thoughts, O God! * how great is the sum of them!
17  If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; * to count them all, 
 my life span would need to be like yours.

God of mystery and power, even our minds and hearts are the veils and signs of 
your presence.  We come in silent wonder to learn the way of simplicity, the eternal 
road that leads to love for you and for your whole creation.  We come as your Son 
Jesus Christ taught us, and in his name.  Amen.

3RD READING
Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law 
and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.”  Nathanael said to him, “Can 
anything good come out of Nazareth?”  Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 

John 1:45-46



4TH READING
When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in 
whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?”  Jesus 
answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.”  Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, 
you are the Son of God!  You are the King of Israel!” 

John 1:47-49

5TH READING
Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree?  You will 
see greater things than these.” And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven 
opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”

John 1:50-51

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which 
you have from God...

My mother would frequently say that we should never want to be anyone other than ourselves.
Why?  Because we never know the troubles they may face in their lives.  A quick read of any 
newspaper will indeed confirm her advice.  People of all backgrounds and cultures have stories 
to tell — stories of diverse experiences — stories filled with better times and worse times.  We 
can sometimes wonder how some people have survived at all.  Yes, in watching in wonder at 
their spirit for living, we find that our own blessings may be so much more than we usually 
allow.

Life can be rough — life can be full of joy!  Life can be what we make of it to a large extent.  But 
there is much we cannot control.  Just talk to anyone victimized by a natural disaster!  The earth 
has seen all too many this past year.  Many of the victims continue to be affected.  Real people 
with real lives can find themselves fighting to survive and bring back a sense of normalcy.
If there is one thing these brave people do not need, it is for anyone who is super comfortable 
vilifying them and their condition.

As we go through life, it can become easy to begin to categorize certain people or peoples.
Some societies may become easy to admire — others not so much.  Enter Nathanael who said to 
Philip, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?”  Nathanael and Philip came from Bethsaida, 
a fishing town which had in earlier centuries a royal presence.  And Nazareth?  Well, even going 
through the village at walking speed, if one blinked, one would have missed seeing any of 
Nazareth at all.  It was only about 10 acres in size.  It was dirt poor.  It had no royal heritage.  In 
a word, it was insignificant!

So when Philip declared to Nathanael that Jesus came from Nazareth, he was not giving much 
of an endorsement.  This likely seemed even less impressive to Nathanael as he had just been 
pondering great things as he sat under his fig tree.  In their culture, reflective thinkers typically 
sat under their own fig trees as they meditated the meaning of life or other major issues.
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So going from thinking lofty thoughts to having an introduction to a Nazarene was quite a come 
down for Nathanael.  His expectations of Jesus were anything but high.  Keep in mind that 
Nathanael was seen by Jesus to be a really good person at heart, with no deceit.

Now we switch to the media of our day and one of the noticeable trends emerging over this past 
year.  One trend in particular has become more prominent in the media — a trend that comes 
under a number of overlapping headings.  The one I am using today is ethnocentrism. It 
generally means where people of one culture judge people of other cultures by their cultural 
differences.

Ethnocentric people tend to think the culture in which they were raised is superior to all other 
cultures, and thus tend to look down on others.  By looking down on others, they can claim in 
their minds a certain level of being better than the other folk.  This can lead to a sense of 
isolationism where people want to live away from those of other cultures and their cultural 
standards.  They can come to see themselves as being better people, with better standards, and a 
better way of living.

For Nathanael, being confronted with Jesus as the Son of God and at the same time, coming 
from Nazareth must have been a major shock and wake-up call.  However, being a good and 
honest man, he didn’t let his prejudices stand in the way of his coming to follow Jesus.

But there is more going on here than simple prejudices.  Remember how we started the readings 
with scripture from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians?  The core meaning and message of this 
passage is: Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which 
you have from God…?  Instead of our God choosing to dwell in a single large temple on earth, 
God chose to be infinitely more personal by dwelling within each and every person.  The 
ramifications are enormous!

One of these ramifications points to the fact that when we or anyone else looks down on any 
person or group of people, we are finding ourselves looking down on a place(s) God sees as 
home.  Admittedly, most folk do not or will not notice God residing within them.  Many folk act 
in the most ungodly of ways.  The Celts acknowledged this aspect of the indwelling presence of 
God.  But they went on to point out that we should never forget or ignore the goodness of the 
presence of God within all.  There may be original sin.  But more important for us to know and 
notice, is the goodness of the original presence of God.

For many, accessing God within us may take some doing.  For various reasons, people tend to 
insulate themselves from God’s presence within.  But the Holy Spirit remains — patient and 
loving and available.  The Christian Celts knew this.  We need to know it as well.

In creating the earth, God made sure that there was life all around us.  In creating life, God 
made sure that God has a place to dwell within all those he created and continues to create.
God has loved us first.  May we come to love those whom God has created.  May we seek to 
understand one another.  May we seek to help one another.  May we seek to truly love and uplift 
one another.  God has asked us to do just that.  Our world is a big place in need of lots of big 
love.
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