
Sunday, December 27th, 2015 
1ST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS

1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26; Psalm 148; 
Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52 

A READING FROM THE FIRST BOOK OF SAMUEL
Samuel was ministering before the Lord, a boy 
wearing a linen ephod.  His mother used to make for 
him a little robe and take it to him each year, when 
she went up with her husband to offer the yearly 
sacrifice.  Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife,    

and say, “May the Lord repay you with children by this 
woman for the gift that she made to the Lord”; and then they would return to their home.  Now 
the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favour with the Lord and with the 
people.           1 SAMUEL 2:18-20, 26

Psalm 148          
1  Hallelujah!  Praise the Lord from the heavens; * praise him in the heights.
2  Praise him, all you angels of his; * praise him, all his host.
3 Praise him, sun and moon; * praise him, all you shining stars.
4  Praise him, heaven of heavens, * and you waters above the heavens.
5  Let them praise the name of the Lord; * for he commanded, and they were created.
6  He made them stand fast for ever and ever; * he gave them a law which shall not pass 
 away.
7  Praise the Lord from the earth, * you sea-monsters and all  deeps;
8  Fire and hail, snow and fog, * tempestuous wind, doing his will;
9  Mountains and all hills, * fruit trees and all cedars;
10  Wild beasts and all cattle, * creeping things and wingèd birds;
11  Kings of the earth and all peoples, * princes and all rulers of the world;
12  Young men and maidens, * old and young together.
13  Let them praise the name of the Lord, * for his name only is exalted, his splendour is over 
 earth and heaven.
14  He has raised up strength for his people and praise for all  his loyal servants, * the children 
 of Israel, a people who are near him. Hallelujah!

Blessed are you, Lord our God, creator of heaven and earth; you open our eyes to 
see the wonders around us, and our hearts and mouths to praise you. Now give us 
strength for loving service, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

A READING FROM THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE COLOSSIANS
As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against 
another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.  Above 
all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.  And let the 
peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body.  And be 
thankful.   Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all 
wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God.  And 
whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God the Father through him.        COLOSSIANS 3:12-17



THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO LUKE
Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover.  And when he was 
twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival.  When the festival was ended and they 
started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it.  
Assuming that he was in the group of travellers, they went a day’s journey.  Then they started to 
look for him among their relatives and friends. When they did not find him, they returned to 
Jerusalem to search for him.  After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the 
teachers, listening to them and asking them questions.  And all who heard him were amazed at 
his understanding and his answers.  When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his 
mother said to him, “Child, why have you treated us like this?  Look, your father and I have been 
searching for you in great anxiety.”  He said to them, “Why were you searching for me?  Did you 
not know that I must be in my Father’s house?”  But they did not understand what he said to 
them.  Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them.  His 
mother treasured all these things in her heart.  And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and 
in divine and human favour.

LUKE 2:41-52

___________________________________________________________________________________

Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect 
harmony.

A common prayer among the Christian Celts goes something like this: I awake in the name of 
the Father, the Son and of the Holy Ghost.  I often mention this in Bible Studies.  

One man several years ago told me that after hearing of this prayerful practise, he decided to do 
it himself.  He didn’t know what to expect, if anything, from saying this prayer each morning.
But later said that he was astonished at the way his days took on a change for the better.  I was 
delighted.  He didn’t receive any more money.  He didn’t become a local celebrity.  He didn’t 
gain political power.  He simply found his life taking on a new sense of well-being, meaning 
and peace.

Why?  His outlook became different.  This in turn led to his decisions and attitude toward life 
improving as he found he was becoming more aware in his heart of the ways of the Holy Trinity.
He wasn’t finding himself forcing a new way of living.  He allowed his new outlook to gradually 
fill his life bit by bit.

Now the early Christian Celts were not satisfied with that prayer alone.  Many also said a similar 
prayer in the evening as they ended the day and got ready for bed.  They found it to be life 
affirming and life changing.  For it acknowledged a special trusting and life-giving relationship 
between a person and God.  What is also noteworthy is that 2000 years later, this practise 
continues to affirm people in their relationship with God.

But we do other things as well to enhance our interconnection with our loving God.  The 
celebration of Christmas is one of those ways.  W e do not do this alone.  And despite the 
warnings and fears of those who are afraid that the meaning has been systematically going out of 
Christmas, I believe our God has many ways of still getting a point across. 
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In the story of Christmas, God is not about to let the importance of the birth of Jesus simply and 
slowly be forgotten because it has been commercialized so aggressively.  And commercialized it 
has been.  ⅓ of all retail sales take place during the Christmas holiday period.  One doesn’t have 
to be a Christian to get caught up in the buying and giving of presents.  And interestingly, one 
does not have to be a Christian this time of year to get caught up in efforts to bring joy and relief 
to those less fortunate in life — financially or with a wide variety of special needs.  For example, 
the media have been recently covering some of these efforts with pictures of thankful Muslims 
helping out to bring the Christmas spirit to those they encounter who are need.

And while there are those who at Christmas focus almost solely on what they are going to “get”, 
many are also finding the joy to be had in bringing gifts to others.  They discover how generosity 
toward others can be so satisfying.

But, in my opinion, God does not stop there at this most precious time of year.  Do we find 
preachers in every mall spelling out the Christmas message of life for all humankind?  
Thankfully, no.

But something is in place every year during the Christmas season that helps to keep the message 
alive.  Christmas carols are heard wherever we may be shopping.  Why is that important?  They 
blare so loudly and seem to be so repetitive.  On top of that, we also find ourselves listening to 
“Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer” and “White Christmas” over and over again.

As annoying as all of that may be, there are other considerations.  Christmas carols also continue 
to carry the message that needs to be heard.  It is musically proclaimed throughout the 
Christmas season.  Interestingly, it is heard in stores even when it is not generally heard in many 
churches.  Typically, Anglican and some other churches only sing Advent carols during the time 
leading up to Christmas.  We do make an exception when we have a Lessons and Carols service 
during Advent.  During the official days of Christmas we liturgically allow ourselves to hear 
Christmas carols.

So while church-goers are not hearing the Christmas message put to music, shoppers are 
surrounded with carols proclaiming the story of birth of Emmanuel, God with us.  Yes, during 
Advent, one may have to go to a shopping mall to hear Christmas carols because none are being  
sung in their church that week.  And ask yourself, how many Jewish, Islamic, Buddhist, Shinto or 
Hindu songs have you heard while shopping? — ever?!   Yet, Christ is being promoted with great 
vigour each year.

Perhaps, we should be more thankful.  Perhaps, instead of being quick to criticize others, we 
should appreciate what they do.  Perhaps we as Christians should review our own efforts to see 
where we can do a better job of bringing a knowledge of Christ to all who would hear.

God is at work in surprising places.  May we be a thankful people.  As we heard in the Apostle 
Paul’s letter to the Colossians:

Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect 
harmony.  And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were 
called in the one body.  And be thankful. 
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