
Taizé — Evening Prayer
Advent - Christmas —— November 25, 2017

Scripture Reading – Philippians 4:4-7
Paul wrote: Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.  Let your gentleness be known 
to everyone.  The Lord is near.  Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  And the peace of God, 
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.    

Silent reflection

Scripture Reading – Mark 1,1-8
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  As it is written in the prophet 
Isaiah, "See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; the voice of 
one crying out in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight."  John the 
baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 
sins.  And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going 
out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.  Now John was 
clothed with camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild 
honey.  He proclaimed, "The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not 
worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals.  I have baptized you with water; but he 
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit."

Silent reflection
___________________________________________________________________________________

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your   minds in Christ Jesus.    

It is no secret that the world is in turmoil in many ways, these days.  We are concerned when we 
see tensions between nations.  Equally concerning, we also see turmoil within nations.  People 
who used to get along with one another are finding reasons not to enjoy a sense of peace in 
each others presence.  In extreme cases, division, hatred and violence emerge.    The attacks of 
some are more and more by way of cyberspace hacking, rather than by bullets. In addition to 
these tensions, there are the very real concerns about the environment and the maintenance of 
peace as the effects are increasingly impacting peoples around the globe.  The face of violence 
is changing!  God and religion are not immune from contemporary problems, either.  They are 
seen by some to be fair game, as well.

Very few, if any folk are immune from being concerned about these things.  But in the 
expressions of concern that I hear, there is a frequently heard reference to a despair about not 
knowing what we or anyone can do to make things better — to be able to put things on the right 
track again.  People want to do something constructive.  They want to take corrective actions — 
It is the how that eludes them.

Like many people, Sally and I try to keep up on all the ins and outs of what seems to be taking 
place.  Yes, it is confusing.  Yes, the new events emerging each day seem to be more than most 
can absorb with any understanding.  But, we like so many other folk still try to keep up.



Last Thursday, I was driving home.  The sun was shining.  Autumn colours, including some 
greens decorated the landscape.  Traffic was light and moving along.  There was one major 
difference, however.  You see, I decided to take a small break from world events.  I turned the 
car radio off — and left it off for the whole journey home.

That may not seem like a big deal, but as I drove along, I experienced a real and deep sense of 
peace.  Not that the world news would have been any different.  The peace came from being 
able to take a break from what had almost become noise — noise not only to my ears; but noise 
to my spirit.  This helped me put things into perspective.  No urgent news flashes were there to 
interrupt my taking the time to appreciate the beauty of one corner of God’s creation or the 
beauty of God, the source of all creation.  There before me was God’s workmanship as it was 
appearing in Sarnia.

My mind was able to move to contemplate and appreciate all our God does for us in our 
everyday lives.  I felt a lifting of my spirit while thinking about what God means to me in my 
everyday life and the lives of others.  In the face of all that is wrong in this world, God remains 
— God’s love remains.  Even when troubles weigh us down, God remains with us.

It is Advent and the celebration of the birth of Christ will soon be here.  It is a time for reflection 
and anticipation.  In a similar fashion, we are wise to make room, despite the clutter of each 
day, and the clutter of our minds; to think about what we are now given, yes; and what we are 
yet to be given with Christ in our lives.  How different our lives would be without the gift of 
Christ; his wisdom; his message of love; his eternal and everlasting love for us; his abiding 
presence.

The joy of Christmas comes through the gift to us of the birth of Jesus and the light he is in our 
lives.   His love has seen us through much over the years.   There may have been pain, 
disappointments, frustrations in the extreme.            But through it all, Christ remains.

The anticipation of the celebration of the coming of Christ into the world best takes place with 
us preparing by taking some time to ponder what he means to us.  Many of the world powers 
will likely continue to make promises, and then eventually disappoint.  But we are blessed to 
have Christ’s transforming presence in our hearts.  For that, we can cherish an inner peace — 
now and forever!  For that may we be truly thankful!

We pray now in a prayer based on the words of the late Brother Roger of Taizé:

Living Christ, do not let our hearts be troubled; 
in the knowledge of your coming to us, 

reassure us in our darkened nights, 
grant us your joy.  

Amen.
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