
The 3rd Sunday after Pentecost,  June 17th, 2018
1 SAMUEL 15:34-16:13; 
PSALM 20; 
2 CORINTHIANS 5:6-10, 14-17; 
MARK 4:26-34

1ST READING
A Reading from the First  Book of Samuel
Then Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his house in Gibeah of Saul.  Samuel did not 
see Saul again until the day of his death, but Samuel grieved over Saul.  And the Lord was sorry 
that he had made Saul king over Israel.  The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve 
over Saul?  I have rejected him from being king over Israel.  Fill your horn with oil and set out; I 
will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.”  
Samuel said, “How can I go?  If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.”  And the Lord said, “Take a 
heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.‘  Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I 
will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.”  
Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem.  The elders of the city came to 
meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?”  He said, “Peaceably; I have come to 
sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.”  And he sanctified 
Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.  When they came, he looked on Eliab and 
thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the Lord.”  But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do 
not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the 
Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on 
the heart.”  Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel.  He said, “Neither 
has the Lord chosen this one.”  Then Jesse made Shammah pass by.  And he said, “Neither has 
the Lord chosen this one.”  Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to 
Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.”  Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?”  
And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.”  And Samuel said to 
Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.”  He sent and brought 
him in.  Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome.  The Lord said, “Rise 
and anoint him; for this is the one.”  Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the 
presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day 
forward.  Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 

1 SAMUEL 15:34-16:13

PSALM 20                 P. 352   BCP

THE LORD hear thee in the day of trouble; / the Name of the God of Jacob defend thee;
2  Send thee help from the sanctuary, / and strengthen thee  out of Sion;
3  Remember all thy offerings, / and accept thy burnt  sacrifice;
4  Grant thee thy heart’s desire, / and fulfil all thy mind.
5 We will rejoice in thy salvation, and triumph in the Name of our God: / the LORD 
 perform all thy petitions.
6  NOW know I that the LORD helpeth his anointed, and will hear him from his holy 
 heaven, / even with the wholesome strength of his right hand.
7  Some put their trust in chariots, and some in horses; / but  we will remember the Name of 
 the LORD our God.
8  They are brought down, and fallen; / but we are risen and stand upright.
9  O LORD, save the king, / and mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 



2nd  Reading
A Reading from the 2nd  Letter of Paul to the  Corinthians
We are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we are 
away from the Lord — for we walk by faith, not by sight.  Yes, we do have confidence, and we 
would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord.  So whether we are at home or 
away, we make it our aim to please him.  For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good 
or evil.  For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; 
therefore all have died.  And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for 
themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them.  From now on, therefore, we regard 
no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of 
view, we know him no longer in that way.  So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 
everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 

2 CORINTHIANS 5:6-10, 14-17

GOSPEL READING

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to Mark
Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, and would 
sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how.  The 
earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head.  But when 
the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.”  
He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for 
it?  It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds 
on earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth 
large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”  With many such 
parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; he did not speak to them 
except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples. 

MARK 4:26-34

___________________________________________________________________________________

It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all 
the seeds on earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all 
shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in 
its shade.”

We both worked for a municipality.  He was doing engineering — I was doing program creation 
for promoting economic development.  While our work was quite different from each other’s — 
for efficiency reasons, we were placed in a satellite office.  Both of us primarily worked on 
computers.

Occasionally we would take a coffee break and talk — talk about whatever.  The topics were 
wide ranging and mostly interesting.
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One fine day he came in with a smile he could not quit.  You see, he had to tell us the great 
news that he and his wife were going to be parents — yes, his wife was expecting their first 
child!  He was going to be a FATHER!

I told him that was wonderful!  I went on to tell him of our own experience with our children — 
how enriching they were in our lives and how much fun it was to see them grow and mature 
through the years.  He smiled warmly as he projected fatherly images in his mind.

Then, I explained to him how the new addition to the family would become the focus of almost 
everything he and his wife would be doing.  No longer would life be the same.  Life was not 
going to be everything as usual with their child standing politely by their side.  Life was going to 
change big time with their new addition being the primary focus, with all other things being 
regarded as rather peripheral.

Well, you should have seen his face.  Remember the warm smile I mentioned a few minutes 
ago.  Gone — totally gone!  What I said introduced him to a territory into which he had never 
ventured, let alone even knew existed.  This was not what he had bargained for!  This is not what 
he had imagined things would be like.  I assured him that he would come to like the new reality.
And I think he actually did.

This story brings into focus some very real parallels with today’s Gospel reading where we hear 
the parable of the mustard seed.  The general meanings in the story are many.  Included are the 
notions of how those who may be of small stature can grow spiritually in depth and faith.  Yes, 
they can be of benefit of not only by their mustard shrub-like growth; but also they can be of 
benefit to all who would seek to take shelter in the resulting massive branch-work atop this 
amazing shrub.

I believe this story also provides insights into other aspects of human life.  The story of my 
municipal working colleague is, in my mind, a good illustration of this.  We will call him Fred.
Fred was like countless men who were being introduced to the coming of fatherhood.  Some 
had never been near children.  Some had never sought to be parents.  They may have never had 
it cross their minds how someday they may actually have children of their own.  The whole idea 
may seem really scary!

But time passes.  The baby of the future eventually becomes the baby of the now; and life does 
change — forever!  Like a mustard seed, new fathers start out slowly.  Hesitancy becomes a key 
word for these men.  Hesitancy when the baby is first picked up by the new father into his arms.  
Hesitancy when the father tries to feed the baby for the first few times.  And not to miss all of 
what happens is the hesitancy in cleaning up the inevitable messes.

Little by little, Dads conquer their doubts and fears as they gradually take on more interest in, 
and responsibility for, the new arrival.  As time moves along a strong relationship can often 
emerge — a loving relationship!  And in this loving relationship comes spiritual growth.  This 
growth in fatherhood can provide a strong supporting set of branches — sufficient to provide 
shelter and strengthening for the child and others when needed.  For the father may become a 
source of love, safety and learning.  And yes, the same is true for mothers, as well.

- 3 -



It is not unusual for us to see unlikely people profoundly grow as they rise to new occasions and 
responsibilities. 
These can lead them to be surprisingly great fathers and mothers.  God has created us with a 
wonderful spiritual side that from small beginnings, inspire and empower us to do surprisingly 
good things; much in the manner of mustard seeds.  God does this with mothers — and God 
does this with fathers!

God seems to have a real love and passion for that which seems small, weak, inappropriate and 
insignificant!  God does this with amazing and life-giving results. 

In this, we are not to forget the similar journey of the children who come into families as tiny 
babies and leave as grown men and women.— thanks be to God.
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